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Bain is the ſahflanc F things boped hrs 1 
(7 ; Ki evidence of Hhings ar fen. 8 44: 
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Chriſtians of Judzea in their new re- 


ligion, in the preceding chapters ſhewed 
them, that the Jewiſh" tabernacle and tem- 


ple, with the ſervices performed therein, 


had been figurative of Chriſt, his ſufferings, 
and religion. He alſo proved the infuffici- 
ency of the legal ſacrifices for the complete 


atonement of ſin ; and that the redemption 
of mankind was alone accompliſhed by the 
death of Jeſus Chriſt. In the chapter which 


commences with the words of the text, he 


, * 4 > 3 1 
oy x 2 2 " va 8 SY y OH 1 - i 4 
enumerates the various inſtances of the 
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in 8 . Wer 
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5 power of faith recorded in the Old Teſta 
ment. He ſhews them, that the patriarchs 
and holy: men mentioned in ſcripture, were 

animated by confidence in the revelation of 
God, and therefore willing to ſuffer tempo- 
ral inconveniences, in the hope of future 
and inviſible rewards So likewiſe they, 

believing the truth of Chriſtianity, and 
looking forward to the accompliſhment of 
the promiſes of. the goſpel, ought patiently 

to endure the evils of perſecution, and not 
apoſtatize from the principles which they 
had adopted, either at the Win wth 4 
| e on h of bebe i 

The dee is ud in a e wy 
ſerbſes 5 Which muſt be aſcertained: by; a re- 
ference to the drift and tendency. of. thoſe 
paſſages where-+t-accurs: But the moſt ſu- 
blime and important meaning of the word, 
is that in che text: that. it is - the ſuhſtance, 
iche aſſuranoe of things haped for; the 
fetidence of things not ſeen. The faith 
of Abrahain was, that he looked for a city 
e even the heavenly 


nx z Jeruſalem, 


— 


i. 


3 

Jeruſalem, ſpoken of in the prophecies, 
whoſe Builder and Maker is God: The 
faith of the other patriarchs was, that con- 
feſſing themſelves ſtrangers and pilgrims on 
the earth, they declared plainly that they 
ſought a better country; that is, an hea- 


venly. The faith of Moſes. was, that he 


choſe rather to ſuffer affliction with the 


people of God, than to enjax the pleaſures 


of ſin for a ſeaſon; for he had reſpect unto 
the recompenſe of reward, and endured, as 
ſeeing Him who is inviſible. The faith of 


the Martyrs was, that they choſe to be tor- 


tured, not accepting deliverance; at on 


might e wetter mme, 
jets 15 
Suh is GH) account. 1 os 8 Faul; 


not in abſtruſe and refined, but in plain and 
intelligible terms. The ingenuity of man 
has, indeed, at different times, ſuperadded 
much upon this ſubject ; and ſuperſtition 
and enthuſiaſm have frequently- ran into 


many wild extremes concerning the opera- 


tions of faith; arguing rather from the chi- 
Temme 8 
„„ B 2 | | 9 


r 


„ 
| gination, than the ſober deciſions. ofen 

and the uncorrupted word of God. -To 
3 the pernicious effects of ſuch | 


 miſtaken/ notions, we have nothing to do 
| but to revert to the doctrine as delivered in 
the evangelical writings,” and' regulate our 


opinions by what is propounded in them: 
IJ Will, therefore „in the following Diſcourſe, 
enquire what- faith in God is; and what 
faith is in Jeſus Chriſt; and what, in N | 


: e ee eee 18 e WE 1 


10 1 „ Is 
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men have been in the various regions of the 


earth, we read of no one nation entirely de- 


ſtitute of all belief in the exiſtence of a Su- 
| coma cajun 75 Adoration, indeed, has, in 


transferred from the in- 
vißble een to his viſible works. The 


Sun, for inſtance, has been the object of di- 
vine worſhip: that, appearing” to be the 
benignant ſouree from whence! light and 
heat were ſhed over the face of the whole 
: world, was looked upon as worthy of vene- 


ration and homage, on account of the great 
8 iti | * 3 


— 


3 
N 


67 


| bleflings. Which originated from it. Men, 
in general, were conſcious that they. epjoyed. 
a variety of good; they knew alſo that this | 
was not aſeri bable ſolely, unto, their; own. 
exertions; that the ſun did not thine.gt their 
command; that the earth was not crown 
with wet and abundance merely rang 
| the efforts of human art or induſtry ;.,an 
that the tumultuous waves of the ſea _ 
not confined within certain limits by their 
authority. Common ſenſe likewiſe in- 
formed them, that the operations of nature, 
ſo manifold and wonderful, yet at the ſame 
time ſo regular, and ſo well adapted to an- 
ſwer particular purpoſes, could never be the 
reſult of chance and accident: nor could 
they believe that the caſual concurrence of 
the particles of matter, which always ap- 
pears incapable of intelligence, Was able to 
produce ſuch a ſyſtem as creation exhibits. Fr 
They, could not, therefore, ade a for what, | 


„ 


5 Jar hk HY Peers 101 peed the pay 

of an Almighty, though inviſible Being, who. 

created, and ho ſuperintens ds all tings 
= : 5 3 | 
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6% 
As to the introduction of many gods ĩti the 
_ religioÞof a great part of the heathen world, 
they ſeem to be nothing more than repre- 
ſentati ves of the different attributes of the 
Supreme Being; and are all deſcribed” as 
— fubbrdinate'to his 20 ling pow | 
„ VU». 
Such ale che reaſons which ſeem the "RY 
_ 6bvious and primary motives to the ac- 
Sas wisügtnent of a God independent, al- 
mighty, and eternal; for, unleſs we con- 
clude that his exiſtence is from all eternity, 
we muſt be reduced to the neceſſity of be- 
lieving, that He who gave being to all other 
things, had à beginning himſelf; which 
ſuppoſition is manifeftly ahfurd, and expoſed 
to inſurmountable difficulties. Faith then, 
in this article, is the belief that God is; that 
le originally created, and ſtill continues to 
govern the works of his hands. This is the 
_ foundation of all religion: and fo clear and 
evident is this great truth, that very few, if 
any, deny it: and almoſt every one would 
i his underftanding impeached, ſhould 


eee Qt Yo Gd dllbelieve it.” Fer, 
if 


1 N 


il ane look into the world, and conſider the 


Mrigus purſuits of men; if we. examine 
motives to which the Principal part of 11 
actions muſt be referred, we ſhall have little 
reaſon to believe that mortals are fincerely 

influenced.by this perſuaſion, that. they are 


ever ſubje& to the power of "Omnipotenee. | 
The apoſtle ſays, he that cometh to God, i 


muſt believe that he is; and that he is a 


rewarder of them that diligently ſeek 
r 


To acknowle he 
and inanimate 


ſuppoſe t that his power 


4 him.“ 


f mighty, F | 
degree o piety, if we 


; + directed to no adequate ends. And if we 


conceive, that although the eyes of the Lord 
are over all his works, he is indifferent to 


the intereſts of virtue; that he will ne yer | 
reward the faithful ſervices of the righteous, 
5 nor puniſh the obdurate depravity . of-the 


wicked, we ſurely entertain ideas. utterly 


_ unworthy of a Being poſſeſſed of knowledge 


and goodneſs in the moſt unlimited extent. 
Bc. a * * ſerious, | 


Faith, then, in God, e 
| * cube, _ or . 1. x ». 4 
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practical, affecting impreſſion, „and deep 
ſenſe upon the mind, of a Supreme Being, 
Who created the world by his power, pre- | 
ſerves and governs it by his goodneſs and 
wiſdom, - and will judge it with juſtice, 
"mercy, and truth; of ſuch a Supreme 
Being, whoſe glory no eye can behold; 


; whoſe miaj eſty no thought can com prehend; 


'whoſe power no ſtrength can reſiſt; from 


ſence no ſwiftneſs can flee; from 
rr 


cealed; whoſe jute no : eee _ 


' whoſe goodneſs every creature partakes of. 
Such is that faith, without which no one 


| can come to God; that is, can be admitted 
to the participation of thoſe treaſures n 


de DAY has . to the faithful. 


Yopoſed to your atten- 


tion, is | erin ar faith in Jeoun Chriſt. 


The Seri ture ins oe that man was 


originally rated for the enjoyment of hap- 


ſy but that, by diſobedience to the 
d of his Creator, he entailed upon 


: rag 6 
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all his deſcendants fin, miſery, and death. © 

When this ſentence. was denounced upon 

| 4 the human race, God was pleaſed to allevi - 
4 ate the terrors of it, hy foretelling the future 

| victory of man over the enemy that had 
ſeduced him from his duty. At different 

| periods this event was more clearly pointed 

dodut. The Perſon was fully deſcribed who 

ſhould: accompliſh this great work; who 

ſhould reſcue us from the power of death, 

and reinſtate us in our forfeited inheritance. 

His character was accurately drawn, and 

his ſufferings enumerated, by which expi- 

= = ation would be made for original ſin. In 
| the fulneſs of time, at the juncture marks | 
out by preceding prophecies, Jeſus Chriſt 
- appeared upon earth. And though the Jews | 2 
did reject him, perverting the oracles of = 
God. and ſubſtituting, earthly inſtead of the E 


ſpiritual triumphs which were to diſtinguiſh _ 3 | 
the Meſſiah, yet that they did at that perio l! 
anxiouſly expect a Deliverer, i is a truth that 1 
a preeludes all doubt. This ſacred Perſon, is * 


declared to be the Son of God. He efta- _ Wee 


a op 1 
e the dirinity of his miſſion, not by - 5 


% Up . a 


1 6 

the daftunce of wealth, or the arm of ſe- 

cular power, bat by figns and wonders: by 
healing the ſick, giving eyes to the blind, 
feet to the lame, and calling the dead from 
the grave. Theſe were the gracious works 
in which he was ide during his reſid- 
ence among men. His diſcourſe alſo was 
with authority; for he ſpake;according to 
the teſtimony, even of his enemies, as man 
never ſpake. His words were not thoſe of 
earthly wiſdom, ſuch as from their depth 
might ſtrike the learned hearer with admira- 
tion, or by their ſubtle ingenuity beguile and 
FF — confound the ignorant. He inſtructed the 
— — ,pninformed in the plaineſt manner, baffled 
| the attacks of malice, and overthrew the 
- artful queſtions of his opponents, not by 
laboured arguments, but by the invincible 
- Words of truth. A ſyſtem of moral duties 
was delivered by him, diveſted of all intri- 
EEE. 0... framed merely to/ſuit the politi- 
al inſtitutions of one particular age or na- 
= tion, but calculated for all times and regi- 
WT _ ons, and pure beyond any thing the world 
= * had ever ſeen — In the laſt place, 
5 : | CE light 


(9 


3 : _ 
light was throw upon a ſubjeR, important 


indeed, but hitherto envelopped in doubt 


and obſcurity. Some few among the Hea- 
thens, by the deductions of natural reaſon, 
had entertained ideas of a future ſtate, and 
embraced the belief of it, from a conviction 
that it was the only ſure refuge againſt the 
nanifold evils of this life. As to the Jews, 
the bleſſings which God had promiſed them 
under the Moſaical diſpenſation, were prin- 


_ cipally temporal; riches, empire, and free- 


dom. It remained, therefore, for Chriſt to 
diſpel this darkneſs; to demonſtratè the 
certainty of a future ſtate, and by diſplay- 
ing the awful conſequences of it, to ani- 


mate men to the faithful performance of 


thoſe duties which might enſure everlaſting 
happineſs hereafter. Such was the ten- 


dency of our Saviour's actions and doctrines. 


After a life thus paſſed in uniform benefi- 


_ cence, he offered himſelf a ſacrifice and 


atonement for the fins of the whole world. 
Afterwards he roſe again for our juſtification, 


and finally aſeended into Heaven, where he 


ſits at the right hand of God, the Mediator 
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between divine juſtice and human imper- 


ſection. After this brief account, and it is 


no other than what the Scripture expreſsly 
Warrants, little doubt can be made what 
conſtitutes faith in Chriſt. It is a ſincere 
belief of all theſe artieles, accompanied with 

fervent zeal to do all that is required in 
conſequence of it. It muſt be confeſſed, | 
notwithſtanding what ſome enthuſiaſts have 
urged, that faith, being! the ſubſtance of 
things hoped for; the evidence of things 


not ſeen,” is not ſo ſtrong as khat of ſenſe. 
And herein eee, conſiſts the intrinſic 


merit of Chriſtians. Were the glorious re- 
wards which al hath annexed to the 


practice of righteouſneſs as clearly pro- 


pounded to our view, as thoſe are Which 


the world can beſtow, we ſhould be over- 


borne by an irreſiſtible NUR" we ſhould 


no longer be in a tate of trial, and of courſe 


no longer entitled to any recom penſe. 
When men, in the proſecution of wealth, 


forſake the paths of integrity, they are 


actuated by the deſire af poſſeſſing that 


welfare, | 


( 33 ) 

welfare, for they know what ſervices riches 
can perform, and they daily ſee the effects 
of them. Was the caſe equally clear in the 
other reſpect; were the treaſures of Heaven 
equally objects of our ſenſes, and their ad- 
vantages as obvious, who would ſin againſt 
S 0od, while he knows that his diſobedience 
muſt entail upon him the loſs of them? 
But is the evidence of religion therefore 
weak, becauſe it is the evidence of things 
not ſeen? | Certainly not; there is ſtill 
ſufficient to command our aſſent, and de- 
termine our practice. If we are ſenſible of 

the importance of temporal good, becauſe 
its effects are viſible, we cannot at the ſame 


time but be conſcious, that its acquiſition is 1 5 


uncertain; that the beſt laid plans are fre- 
quently diſconcerted, and that, after all, the 
duration of it, at the utmoſt extent that 
hope can ſuggeſt, laſts only for a few years. 
Oppoſe this to the promiſes of the Goſpel ! 


You muſt then compare uncertainty with 


_ certainty, infinite with finite, eternal with 
momentary duration. The mere nn 
of a future ſtate, which involves in it con- 
re 1 „ gen 


1 


"ſequences of ſuch awful moment; is ſurely 
enough to arreſt our conſideration, to hinder 
us from detaching our thoughts from it at 
the call of fugitize pleaſures, or tlie allure- 
ments of unſubſtantial riches. And truly 
wiſe is he who foregoes a preſent advan- 
tage; by the enjoyment of which he may 


15 renounce eternal happineſs. But let us re- 


member that faith is not a barren virtue; 
does not conſiſt in verbal declaration of 
belief. Scarcely any perſon, if the queſtion 
were put to him, would ſay that he did not 
believe in the exiſtence of a God. Yet how | 
poor, how weak is this ſimple profeſſion, 
_ unleſs the efficacy of it appear in virtuous 
actions, actions ſuch as dependence and 
gratitude: ſhould produce. Faith in Chriſt, 
is an expreſſion of Which we have heard 
much; but it is to be feared that it has often | 
been the ſtinttions boaſt of nominal 
Chriftians, without being attended by the 
eſſential requiſites; inward piety; and holi- 
neſs of life Many perſons, ſeduced by the 
artful reaſoning of others, and terrified by 
the violent amm, of their teachers, 


Or 7 


4 N 
or yielding to the influence of enthuſfaſw, 
. fancied that the merits of their Saviour 
were ſufficient to ſecure. their ſalvation 
without any exertions of their own. And 
ſome, | ſuppoſing themſelves in the number 
of the elect, have concluded that their future 
happineſs was certain beyond a poffbility 
of failure. But is not this to ſubſtitute a 
mode of acteptance very different from that 
which the Goſpel ſecommends? God in- 
deed ſends- down rain upon the earth, and 
_ cauſes the ſun to animate the face of nature; 
pet, without the efforts of induſtry, the 
huſhandman would in vain expect the 
riches, of the harveſt. Our beneficent Crea- 
tor alſo, in compaſſion to the infirmities of 
mankind, vouchſafed to fend us his only 
Son, that he might be a propitiation for the 
ins of the whole world. Through him we 
have acoeſs to the Father; and by his ſtripes 
we are healed. Yet there is nothing in 
Scripture to warrant ſuch. an interpretation 
of the effeits of our Redeemer's ſufferings 
as ſuperſtition has conceived. We are 
commanded to work out our ſalvation with 


* 


| 
- 

1 
f . 
Z 


Heaven.“ 


| knowledge, therefore, le 


the higheſt importance to true wiſdom. 
Peet | It | 


En. 


ear and trembling; with fear, leſt te plea- 


ſures of iniquity alienate our hearts from 
the duties upon which eternal life is fuſpen- 
ded. *< Not everyone, our Saviour affirms, 


te that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter 


te into the kingdom of Heaven; but he that 
e doeth the will of my Father which is in 


of God hath clearly demonſtrated. To this 
us add the prac- 

tice of thoſe virtues which the Chriſtian 
religion propoſes! Faith which terminates 


in mere ſpeculation, whatever grand quali- 


ties the weakneſs or credulity of men may 


aſſign to it, is utterly inadequate to our ſal- 

vation; for as the body without the ſpirit 
eis dead; ſo faith without works is dead 
« alſo. And though it be the ſubſtance 
4 0f things Dopod for, the evidence of things 


e not ſeen, yet it ought to be ſufficiently 


: ſtrong to animate our minds, and raiſe us 
above the fleeting and unſubſtantial enjoy- 
ments of the world. For the reward 


annexed to it cannot but be an object of 


* 


What that will is, the word 


- "Þ 


„„ oo 


o 


Itis the reward which Almighty Power will 
beftow, and which Infinite Goodneſs hath 
reſerved for thoſe who faithfully fulfil the 


terms of acceptance. 
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Gadly ſorrow. nn Sade 70 e 
not ro he repented of ; but Lett => 
© world worketh ou 2 


Gan Paul had, . Inhone and; 
unremitted aſſiduity in the evangelical 
miniſtry, eſtabliſhed a Chriſtian church at 
Corinth. But after the apoſtle had been 
abſent two or three years, great diſorders 
prevailed among his new converts, to the 
"heme: of Chriſtianity in general, and of 
the ſacred character of the 2ealous apoſtle 
articular. Corinth, we are informed by 
ry, Was one of the moſt opulent and 
N blen af Greece, and, from its ſitu 


e e 2 8 ation 


"LS 3 


ation between two ſeas, drew together a 


very conſiderable trade from all parts. The 
conſequence of this influx of wealth was, 


as is generally the caſe, pride, effeminacy, 


and luxury. Laſciviouſneſs had attained 


ſuch prevalence among this corrupted peo- 
ple, that it was not only tolerated, but even 


conſecrated, by the public worſhip of im- 


pure deities. Several of the Gentile con- 


verts, ſubſequent to St. Paul's preaching 5 


among them, commenced teachers. They 
blended the looſe doctrines of pagan ſuper- 
ſition with the chaſte fimplicity of the 


Goſpel ; and, decorating this incongruous 


maſs with the ſpecious flowers of oratory, | 
they drew over a part of the people to 


the adoption of their tenets. The Jewiſn 


proſelytes on the other hand, formed a 
faction againſt the apoftle, becauſe they 
thought it a degradation of their character, 


and a diminution of their national import- 
ance, that the Gentile converts ſhould be 


made equal to themſelves. St. Paul, there- | 


* 


fore; eager; to vindicate his own doctrines, 
and to clear the es from the erroneous 
. „ n 


N 
principles of theſe two parties, wrote his 
firſt Epiſtle. In the ſecond he refers to the 


ſueceſs of it. Many, who were convinced 
by his arguments, renounced their errors, 
and returned to that rule of faith which he 
had recommended. It is to this he alludes 
in the words of the text: Now I re- 
joice, he ſays, not that ye were made 
« ſorry, but that ye ſorrowed to repentance; 
for ye were made ſorry after a godly man- 
ner, that ye might receive damage by us 
: 4 in nothing: for godly ſorrow worketh 
©, repentance to ſalvation, not to be repent- 
htc as but the forrow- kak the " WO 


4 
4 V 
3 434 


Diſco e er, for 3 obviouſly 
- propoſe two things to our- conſideration ; 
namely, the 3 that worketh re- 
pentance, not to be repented of, becauſe it 
leads to ſalvation; and the ſorrow: of the 
World, n is vo. has went cane it 

leads ta death. e 
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Did our lives glide in one uniform and 
* Wong current of proſperity, did every 
1 ange terminate ene and was  . 
: 2 vith the — 'of oomphets ſucceſs, 
_ -what would be the conſequence? If men, 
- notwithſtanding the daily and indiſputable 
4 evidence: of the precariouſneſs of temporal 
pPoſſefñions, ſeem, by their inceſſant affiduity 
- of purſuit to look upon them as fixed and 
permanent, this opinion would undoubted- 
I be much ſtrengthened, were there very 
few diſappointments viſible in human af- 
fairs; and were there none met with; we 
4 ſhould certainly loſe all. ſenſe of futurity : 
our whole thoughts would converge to the 
Preſent ſcene, and all our labouts tend ſole- 
®B 87 ee the acquiſition of this perfect happi- 
4 If indeed we were placed here in a 
1 | Ss everlaſting exiſtence, or if nothing 
remained beyond this life, ſuch an arrange- 
went wacht be proben In the firſt pla 3 
W | | ory to the attribute 
nt of e e tochate, ien nn 
_—_ NUT ae 76g maar 
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cloud that exiſtence with the gloom of fu: 
ture and never-ending evil: to giye us im- 
mortality, ſubjected to the mortifications of 
diſappointment, and a prey to toil, without 
the certainty of ſecuring. real advantage. 
And if the preſent were deſtined by fate to 
be the whole of our being, who could ſuppoſe 
life to be impartedby a God infinite} in power 
and mercy? We ſhould then be truly mi- 
ſerable.— Knowing that our days here are hut. 
few, we might anxiouſly look toward death, 
_ When under the preſſure of irretrievable 
miſery, and conſider it as a refuge from the 
ſtorms of the world. But this would be a 
poor conſolation. It would be but gloomy. 
comfort at beſt, to reflect that the calami- 
ties we now ſuffer, calamities perhaps not 
brought upon us by our own. miſconduct, 
but wholly aſcribeable to the iniquity of 
others, can alone be terminated by the utter 
extinction of our life and being. And i 
chere be any thing upon earth pleaſing to us; 
any delights in the poſſeſſion of which the 
mind feels its wiſhes gratified, how dread- 
| it the view, e ſeparation be 12 


6 


„„ 
theſe comforts! to have ſo much to loſe, and 
nothing to ſubſtitute in the room of the 
Ioſs, except the annihilation of all ſenſe 
and conſciouſneſs. But God, whoſe works 
are the effects of unerring wiſdom, directed 
by infinite goodneſs, hath created us to an- 
_ ſwer very different ends. He hath given us 
a life of ſhort continuance, but full 1 trou- 
ble, and fubject to the unavoidable. of 
death! Tet this trouble is i Meviared! and 
the terrors of this doom are mitigated by 
the proſpect Which he ſets before us, and the 
glorious rewards which he promiſes to all 
thoſe who faithfully perform the duties pro- 
pounded by his holy word. He hath vouch- 
ſafed to inform thoſe upon whom he ſhow- 
ers down the riches of temporal bleſſings, 
| what he requires in return for theſe volun- 
tary gifts of his goodneſs; namely, love and 
Saz towards the graclous Author of 
them, and charity and benevolence towards 
man. If, on the contrary, it be his plea- 
ſure to abridge us of the enjoyments of this 
life, to expoſe us to the pains of ſickneſs, 
0 en nulat e of dittreſs and 


| 0 25 * 5 "+ 
, we are to ſubmit to them patent 385 | 


+ 2 Ban the conviction that they are the 


ſalutary corrections of an all- merciful Pa- 

rent; that they are the diſpenſations of a 

Supreme Being; of him who is not warp- 

ed by prejudice, or influenced by the nar- N 

row bigotry of partiality; of him who will |» 
not always forget the poor, nor ſuff¶en 

„ e e _ m meek; to gs | 
5 Toe EO, 

s Hom ths evils of life may hes 3 
under theſe two heads. They are either 

ſuch as befal us from the iniquity and de- 

pravity of others, or from our own. folly 

and miſconduct. It has been a point of 

great difficulty to many to clear up, why 


God, to whom virtue and piety cannot but 


be agreeable, ſfibuld often ſuffer the juſt and 
righteous to groan- under the burthen of 
calamity, and, though poſſeſſed of almighty 
power, not to interpoſe in their behalf. | 
There may be many reaſons for this, Which 1 
the ſcantineſs of our intellectual faculties - =v 
cannot at preſent conceive; and as we are "0p 
unable 
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have been Iulled by the opiates of eaſe and 


ur ctrinof . os Cl 


0 26 ) 


— comprehend the whole ar- 


at Wy — Providence, we 


2 little authority to queſtion the 
diſpoſition of any particular part. He 


who placed us here in a ſtate of proba- 


tion preparatory to that of judgment, and 
ho hath promiſed. to reward thoſe that 


Cs duty faithfully with no leſs 


than eternal glory, he ſure- 


ly has a right to try our faith, and the 


firmneſs of our attachment, by any methods 


eannot err. Though a man be juſt and up- 


right in his dealings, though: he be at pre- 
ent impreſſed with a devout ſenſe of his 
Auty to God, he cannot tell what fatal et- 
c eee and- eee ee of 


7 | . 


roduce Many wWho had 
alized themſelves by virtuous principles, 


ppine6 into a forgetfulneſs of all the 


; "Who can ks certain & that a a. 


oy 
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„ „ 
not operate in the ſame manner upon him- 
ſielf? Who can be ſure that his fidelity is 

ſo ſtrongly eſtabliſhed, as to be proof againſt 


| thoſe attacks under Which others:chaws xe- 


peatedly ſunk ? He that juſtly conſiders 
| the-power of temptation,” and the inherent 
and natural weakneſs: of man, will-be:far 
from entertaining ſuch: arrogant ideas of his 
own fortitude. Conſcious of his inſirmi- 
ties, he will be led to bleſs the hand that 
| corrects him, to look upon chaſtiſement 
as the award of merey, becauſe it has pro- 
bably ſaved him from hardneſs of heart, 
-_ _— of God's holy, will and com- 


— the wickedneſs of others, andthe miſe- | 
ries we endure cannot be imputed in the 
leaſt reſpect to ourſelves, are we therefore 
to think that we are puniſhed undeſervedly? | 
Can we, after a ſtrict and impartial-review . 
of our actions, pronounce ourſelves: entirely 
free from the ſtains of ſin? Alas! the very 
"beſt of us have no reaſon to make an often- : 


tations boaſt of our virtues, but rather to 


La * 
exclaim in the humility of contrition, God 
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Let our ſuffer- 


2 lead us to repent of thoſe ſins 
we have committed: and if we are tempted 
to murmur at the diſpenſations of Provi- 
dende, from a conviction of our integrity, 
Jet us conſidèer that we do not ſuffer more 
than many of the righteous have endured; 
and that even he who vouchſafed tu redeem 


the world, Was a man of ſorrows, and ac- 


Ki 152 bg . Or” C 


T0 181 3 E "1 
- Dat 11 our cala ities are . 5 | 
N e, 056 our on guilt, if 
we can trace their tource to our own im- 
morality and wickedneſs, our complaints, 


in chis caſe, are wholly unjuſtifiable, nay, 


they are even criminal; for they are an 


| aggravation of the iniquity that we have 


ted. He that knows he has offen- 


. ded God, and at the ſame time finds puniſh- 


nent entailed upon the offence, has only 


one line of conduct to adopt; to feel com- 
punction for his crimes, and to ob 
further elects 58 n  _indignation, by | 


>the 


( 29 y. 55 
be penetrated with godly (Girow. that W. | LL | | 


row ARE worketh repentance to falva- 
tion. Tf they be bound in fetters, bY 
ſays Elthu, in the book of Job, © arid be 
«© holden in cords of affliction, then” he 
% ſheweth them their work and their 
« tranſꝑreſſions that they have exceeded; 
«© he openeth alſo their ear to diſcipline,” = ID 
and commandeth that they retu a from 
« iniquity.” The end then of that chaſ- 
tiſement which God infficts upon ſinners 
in this world, is to reclaim them from the 
evil of their ways, * to withdraw man 0 
from his purpoſe, and hide pride from 1 
<"man;” to renew a right ſpirit within „ 
him, and, by temporal miſery, enable him 
7 to eſcape the condemnation. of eternal tor- 
ments. When every thing ſucceeds to our 
_ wiſh, and we revel in the undiſturbed gra- f 
fication of all we deſire, when the morning : 
dans with the proſpect of new delights, 
g and the evening cloſes with the feſtivity of 
new 1 we are 1 55 to Ho that, 
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for all theſe things, God will call us into 

judgment. Our hearts become har- 
dened againit Þ The, cries of the poor, and 
dead to the importunities of the deſtitute. 
Intoxicated by the preſent, we diſregard 
the future. All the dictates of religion are 
either ſilenced by the clamours of licentious 
mirth, or ſuperſeded by the eager purſuit of | 
| freſh objects of enjoyment. But when this 
luxurious ſcene is changed, when the gloom 


of adverſity ſurrounds us, we are led to 


meditate upon the fallacy of earthly joys, 
and the uncertainty of human poſſeſſions; 
when the judgments of God fall upon us, 
then we learn righteouſneſs. The ſtagnant 


Pool appears tranquil, and preſents to us no 


2 of terror; yet we know that, from its 
ſtagnation, the waters imbibe putrefaction, 
2 of courſe become pernicious. So the 
life which | paſſes in à perpetual calm, 
Which is never ruffled by the falutary ſtorms 


of affliction, ſtagnates in floth and inacti: 

vity, and becomes incapable of fulfilling | 

thoſe duties for which it was given. The 
man who hath gained an elevated poſt by 


the 
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the inſidious arts of fraud. or by the bold 


exertions of open injuſtice, if he meets with 


no diſturbance in his all-gotten dignity, 


may be eaſily led to forget the means by 


Which he acquired it, in the enjoyment of 
he pleaſure which his pride receives from 


. it: conſequently, he may live without ma- 


ing any reſtitution to. thoſe whom he hath 
injured, and die without. that repentance 


which can alone obliterate the heinguſneſs 
of his guilt. But if this ſame perſon meets - 


1 
$ 


with diſquietude in his poſſeſſion; if he 


finds contempt his portion, inſtead of ho- 


nour; and vexation and diſtraction the fruits 


of his diſhoneſty, inſtead of peace and tran- 


quillity, he muſt be obdurate indeed, if he 


can reflect that he has ſacrificed his integrity 


for an unſubſtantial good, and not be alarm- 
ed at. the conſequences which his iniquity 


may draw upon him hereafter... Let all 


_ thoſe who thus ſuffer here for the crimes 


; they commit, remember, that although their 
fufferings in this ſtate cannot but be ſhort, 
there remains another tribunal before which 

they muſt appear, and by the deciſions: of 


1 
15 
7 
? 


1 


. 1 ⁰ w ⁵² ro EE 4 RI i228 192% v.24 AS > I PET 
1 
— 


* * ated 
1 


25 


lf 32) 
which they will be happy or mlſkräble to 


all eternity. That they have been wretch- 
them nothing, unleſs. 


ed here Will avail 
their anguiſh of mind ſhaff have worked in 


them a devout ſenſe of their tranſgreflions, 


and terminated ina retreat from the evil of 
their ways. Godly ſorrow indeed worketh | 


repentance to ſalvation, but the ſorrow of 


| the world worketh death : and it now re- 


that we n What this 1 18. 


4 
* 


ap one who is Kfappointed in a favou- 
rite project who miſſes that honour Which 
he imagined would ſooth his pride; or fails 
in the attainment of thoſe riches Which he 


fancied would ſatiate all his deſires, natu- 


rally experiences the mortification of de- 
feat; the proud man feels the ſupports of 
pride withdrawn from his graſp, and the 
voluptuous man finds himſelf cut off from 


thoſe delights upon which he had founded 
all his expectations of earthly comfort. And 
be Who ſhall be ſo far fortunate as to gain 


what he proſecutes; he who hath elevated 


_ Hinnſelf: by OY” — or avow 
| W 
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. 
* 
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injuſtice, yet finds himſelf mortified in his ele- 
vation, and meets with contemptuous inſults 
where he expected implicit, obedience, ſuch a 
one will undoubtedly lament the inſufficiency 
of his honourable acquiſitions. He alſo who, 
after having obtained wealth bythe activity of 
unwearied diligence, without any regard to 
the ſenſations of humanity, or the ſtatutes 
of religion, is convinced by experience, that 


what he has acquired is inadequate to the 
completion of happineſs ; that apulence is 


haffafſed by ſuſpicion, and poſſeſſion em- 
bittered with the thoughts of inſecurity ; 


who is tortured to think that what he hath 


1 to-day,” may be followed by a ſtill grea- 
ter diminution of his wealth to-morrow; he 
likewiſe is a prey to ſorrow and care. But 
if theſe men know no anguith except what 
ariſes from the fruſtration of their hopes, 
this ſorrow is that, of the world. They are 
diſquieted indeed; but this is not the diſquie- 
1 de of religious contrition. They grieve 
not becauſe they have violated the com- 
mands of God, but ſolely becauſe their 

| ſchegyes are either thwarted, or they have 


92 
e 
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not been able to attain that huis which they-. 
| thought their plans would ſecure. That 
1 "Juch ſorrow worketh death, who can 
doubt? Death, in the Words of the * 
= dle, is oppoſed to ſalvation ; that is, eternal 
miſery to eternal happineſs. The ſorrow 
of the world, as it reſults only from the diſ- 
appointment, or vanity, of earthly ſchemes, 
ſeeks no other remedy than the removal of 
preſent evil. Actuated wholly by the im- 
pulſe of temporal good, the ambitious man 
endeavours to compenſate one failure, by 
engaging in a new project, and carefully 
avoiding whatever ſeems to have been in- : 
jurious to his intereſts before. The ava ig 1 
ous man is ſtimulated by one loſs, to pro- 
' ſecute his mercenary ſchemes in another 
channel ;' and, as he is wiſer by experience, 
his plans are laid with greater art and po- 
licy. Thus do the days, the irrevocable 
days of life, unprofitably glide away; and 
| EE the ſcene atlaſt cloſes without any prepara- 
tions made againſt the hour of death, 6 
gan endeavours to mifignte, the dread of 
e . Such is ths 
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re, which ſeemeth right unto a man; but 
te the end thereof are the ways of death. 
Leet us then conſider, that we are under 
the inſpection of a God, merciful indeed, 
but that Being to whom vengeance belong- 
eth! Let us remember, that © afflition 
<« cometh not forth of the duſt, neither doth 
*«trouble ſpring out of the ground; that lifez 
though ſhort, is a truſt, the management of 
which is a matter of everlaſting moment to 
every individual! If we groan under the 
burthen of miſery brought upon us by our 
own iniquity, the juſtice of our ſufferings 
ought to ſtop the mouth of all complaint; 
and as the evil we endure is the puniſh- 
ment of our fins, it is likewiſe a ſtrong ar- 
gument for repentance. But if we ſuffer 
by the crimes of others, by the arts of 
fraud, or the hand of violence, there is a 
refuge which can never fail thoſe Who faith- 
fully. truſt in it, the protection of Him, 


From whom % all that travail and are heavy 


laden, may find reſt unto their ſouls *.” 


0 2 iii. 5⁵ Kc. 
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« The righteous,” ſays the wiſt man, t, hav-· 
«ing been a little chaftiſed, ſhall be greatly 


e rewarded;; for God proved them, and 


found them worthy for himſelf. As gold 
in the furnace hath he tried them, 
* received them as a burnt offering. An An 

in the time of their viſitation they _ 
« thine : they ſhall judge the nations, and 
hade dominion over the e and their 
. . 1 n bus ever.” 
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SERMON III. 


Sr. Marrxzw, chap. x. ver. 33. 


Whoſeever ſhall deny me before men, Bim will 


I alſo deny 8 my Father who is in 


Heaven. 


-HILE the wind blows a Dee gale, 


or labour to navigate the veſſel, the pilot is 


entitled to no conſiderable portion of praiſe | 
if the ſhip arrives ſafe at the deſtined port; 
but when the tempeſt rages, and dangers _ 


threaten, there is a neceſſity fat particular 
exertions; and at that perilous criſis, the 
| ſuperiority of art and fortitude appears con- 


bi i In the ſame manner, while wy, 7 


and that too in the direction f 
the nab courſe, as it requires little {kill 
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tune See ten with our wiſhes, and ſuc- 
ceſs crowns our endeavours, the friend 
who continues firm in his attachment, has 
but little claim to approbation. ®The reality 
of this virtue cannot be clearly manifeſted, 
unleſs the ſcene change. Phat man only, 
whoſe, fidelity no outward circumſtances 
can ſhake, who in the day of adverſity ex- 
hibits the ſame diſintereſted zeal, and does 
not retreat from his duty in the hour of diſ- 
treſs and danger, he alone is to be accounted 
_ faithful; and as he diſplays unqueſtionable 
proof of ſincerity, he juſtly merits that 
praiſe which is due to this virtue. Nor is 
the matter different with regard to religion. 
Did no difficulties, no perils, croſs the line 
of our duty, there would be little merit in 
adhering to it. To be patient when we 
feel no calamity to complain of, to be 
honeſt when proſperity ſecures ' us from 
temptations to injuſtice, to be reſigned to 
the diſpenſations of Providence when it 
ſhowers down temporal bleflings upon us,— 
in all this ſurely there is no very eminent 
TT of Wy” "Yak the Creator and Go- 


vernor 


. 
vernor of the univerſe hath ſo arranged 
the affairs of this life, that an undiſturbed 


courſe of happineſs is ſeldom or never the | 


lot of any mortal. And ſince the preſent 
is merely a ſtate of trial, preparatory to that 


of rewards and puniſhments, it is ordered 
by the decrees of Eternal Wiſdom, that men 


ſhould be expoſed to ſuch confſicts and 
perils as may leave room far the operation. 
of faith, and enable them to evince their 
conſtancy and reliance bo the nn 
of 1585 | | 


- When our blefled tour 1 his 


* apciies; and commiſſioned them to go 


forth and teach all nations, he did nat 
Conceal from them the miſeries to which 
Ne the evangelical miniftry would fubje&t them. 


He'told them that he ſent them. forth as 
ſheep among wolves; that is, that their 


ſimplicity would be encountered. by art, 


their humility by pride; their poverty by 


the wealth of infidels, and their weakneſs . 


by the power of kings. To confirm their 


faith, and animate them to perſeverance in 
10 D 4 this 
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t - this perilous undertaking, he ſaid, «© Who- 
| $$ ever ſhall confeſs me before men; him 
« will I confeſs alſo before my Father 
= who is in Heaven. But whoſoever 
= hall deny me before men, him will I 
* t alſo deny before my Father whe# is in 
=. % Heaven.” As we are profeflors of the 
FF ag religion, and conſequently, by that 
profeſſion, declare that our hopes of eter- 
nal happineſs are built on the ſame unda- 
tion, and that immortal life can only be 
obtained by obedience to thoſe laws which 
were preſcribed to them, it is no leſs incum- 
bent upon us to conſider the words of the : 
—_ text with the attention due to their awful 2 
| 4. 2 — — 22 N 6 0% * i: | | 1 85 


"A wy & they ſhould deny their Lord and Maſter, 
: aroſe from the peculiar: difficulties of their 
ſituation. They were ſurrounded by ene- 
mies, equally powerful and willing to per- 
ſeecute them with the utmoſt rigour. To 
. take up the croſs and follow Chriſt, was to | 


nce Wo the comforts and conveniences | | 
© 


With regard to. the 8 the 3 , 


— 


( 41 ) 
of this life, to embrace the moſt abje& po- 
verty, and encounter death in all the forms 
that ingenious malice could deviſe. Both 
Jew and Gentile oppoſed the progreſs of 
Chriſtianity. The former, from a bigotted 
and inflexible attachment to their own rites 
and cerem onies, from the arrogant conceit 
that they, being the choſen people of God, 
were. alone entitled to the privileges of Di- 
vine Favour. The latter, bred up in idol- 
atry and voluptuouſneſs, and flaves to the 
deluſive maxims of vain philoſophy, derided | 
the ſimplicity of the goſpel, and refuſed to | 
_. relinquiſh the luxurious gratificationsof ſenſe 
for a religion which impoſed the moſt ſe- 
vere reſtraints upon ſenſual pleaſures. It 
_ ſurely then required an uncommon degree 
of fortitude and reſolution, and an unſhaken 
conviction of the divinity of our Saviour, 
and his ability to fulfil his promiſes, to 
ſtand firm in ſuch ſevere and complicated 
trials of their faith. Yet this fortitude; did 
the apoſtles, upon all occaſions, «uniformly 
diſplay. They willingly became poor in 
this world, that they might be rich in the 
| h next, 


* 


C4 L 
next. Amidſt the terrors of perſecution, 
and the bitter ſeverities of varied diſtreſs, 
they adhered to their principles. In the 
face of death, embittered by all the torments 
that malice could deviſe, they made no ſervile 
conceſſions to that Power which could reſ- 
cue them from their miſerable fate. They 


did not deny their Redeemer before men, 
leſt he ſhould deny them before his "I ather | 


whois in ET. 5 


1 


Thanks hs to God, we are ed from 


| theſs perilous conflicts. The adoption of 
_ Chriſtianity does not expoſe us to impriſon- 


ment, ſtripes, and death; nor is our duty 


Hhuarraſſed by thoſe evils which the firſt teach- 


ers of our holy religion uniformily experi- 
enced. Nevertheleſs, dangers ſtill threaten 


us, and difficulties are ſtill to be encoun- 
tered. The ſtate of a Chriſtian is, and ever 
will be, in this life, a ſtate of warfare 


againſt the luſts of tae fleſh. And it is to 
be apprehended that numbers daily revolt 
from their duty, ſacrifice the future to the 


TR abandon eternal for temporal good, 


and | 


* 


and deny their Lord before men, without 
fn properly reflecting that he will deny them 
before his Father who is in Heaven. To 
enumerate all the ways in which we may 
deny Chriſt, is impoſſible; they are as 
manifold as the diſorders which ariſe from 
0 the indulgence of the depraved paſſions. I 
will therefore only mention a few, and, in 
the laſt place, lay before you the ſolemn 
conſequences which are implied in the words 
of Detect? 7.7: i 8 


„ The ruling principle that animates the 
human breaſt, is the deſire to procure eaſe, 
and avoid pain. That this active impulſe 
is wiſely placed within us, no doubt can be 
made; for Infinite Goodneſs cannot but haye 
created us for the enjoyment of happineſs e. 
yet we could hardly believe the goodneſs * 
God to be infinite, if our exiſtence were 
TT 0 wholly confined to this world. That there 
5 is much miſery in this life, is ſo evident, 
| that it precludes the neceſſity of bringing 
arguments to prove it. The higheſt enjoy- 


ur 


WI. 


over che eart. {Whenever we reflect 1e- 


5 "y "0 PR be convinced of the - 


Cas 


labour Ms 4oil.i in the! proſecution: of ths. 75 
| Ty good, many bares and diſtractions are the 
aſſociates of poſſeſſion. Let temporal fe- 
 heity be ever ſo- oomplete, and ever io ſe- 


cure againſt the contingencies of fortune, 
there is one thing whieh muſt contaminate 


its pleaſing qualities, and diminiſh its appa- 
rent value; namely, that the tenure of it is 


uncertain, and extended to the utmoſt verge 


1 


of probability, can laſt but for a fes years. 
The end and deſign of religion is to ani- 
mate us with brighter proſpects, and to en- 
gage us in the purſuit of that good which 
chiims pre- eminence in every reſpect that 
-» Juſthy confers: ſuperiority. The word of . 
Bod, meant to make us wiſe unto ſalvation | 


3 the happineſs of heaven to that 


to incomplete ang fanſent good. Nor 


cee the means neceſſary 
| to attai tire forrfier,thoughwe ate often pre- 5 


from applying to them, by the un- 
ey which the latter acquires 


ans 


of earth;- that is, perfect and incorruptible 


23 


8 


. 


bleſſings they procure are fugitive; yet, as 
the gratifleations to be enjoyed are immedi- 1 
ate, the mind is overpowered by F 


ſelf poſſeſſed of whatever can miniſter "to 


8 rality, e weed i ics tur 5 —— 5 


Thus eager alone in thoſe purſuits. here. 
ſenſuality expects to find new*delights, he : 
is deaf to all the claims of humani 
vain do the diſtreſſed and indi 


emptineſ of che treaſures of this world; | 
| becauſe we cannot but be'conſcious that the -:i 


fluence; ; and all tie ES denounc- he 
ed by the words of 'ungrring truth are ob- | 

durately diſregarded. — The man who is "ff 
placed in an opulent condition, feels him * I | 


his licentious pleaſures. If his riches do oF 
not procure for him real friends, they at let 
conciliate affociates, who, while they feaſt 
at his coſt, and revel by means of his libe- 


ſtrate their ande by othing his paſſions, „ If 
and joining in his intemperate ſchemes. 1 


| l : In 


t ap- 
ply to him Tor redreſs. As the ſenſatigns 


of pity and compaſſion aregt to his 1 
breaſt, ſo the refined}: the 'exalted joys 
which 2 _ ee and —— 

EE 3Þ2T, wretchedneſs, 15 


wretchedneſs, have no charms for him. 
Negligent of the uſe to which religion di- 
rects the application of wealth, he never 
conſiders the dreadful puniſhment entailed 
upon the abuſe of it, but conſumes his days 
under the bondage of iniquity, and thinks 
himſelf ſecure,” . till his ſoul is required of 
e him,” and ſummoned before the tribunal 
of his God. Theſe were ſome of the for- 
cible reaſons, undoubtedly, that induced 
Agur, in his celebrated addreſs to the Al- 
mighty, to pray againſt opulence; and in- 
treat God that he would remove riches from 


4 


him. f "x WP ve. me not riches,” tay 8 the 1 
poious petitioner, leſt I be full and deny 


eh 
2 


5 <« thee, and ſay, Who is the Lord? Leſt, 


elevated by worldly enjoyments, and intoxi- 


.  _catedby the ſpecious ſecurity of earthly bliſs, 


I forget my dependence upon thee, and, un- 
mindful from what ſource all my preſent com- 


forts flow, renounce the performance of the 


duties which the gracious Author f 

,quirezandthusrendermyſelfunworthyofthat 
_ favour Which can alone Mpenſe additional 
bleſſings, undeſervingofthat protection which 
alone can be an effectual refuge againſt evil. A 
55 8 „„ rich 
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rich man of this ſtamp then denies God; and 
who. can doubt that he likewiſe denies his 

Saviour? The whole time of our bleſſed 
Redeemer, while upon earth, was paſſed in 
the exertion of compaſſion towards the mi- 
ſeries of man. He went about daily doing 
good; healing the various infirtnities of the 
body, ſpeaking peace to the diſquieted mind, 
_— and never exerted his divine power but for 
the purpoſes of beneficence. What was 
ble tenor of his doctrine but an uniform 
confirmation of that which the angels an- 
nounced at his birth: Glory to God in the 
«higheſt, on earth peace, and good-will 
4 I tqwards men!” He finally left us his 
: - example for our imitation, and a guide to 
| our ſteps in the paths of everlaſting lifes 
In the awful account which he gives of the 
degiſions of the laſt day, he expreſsly de- 
clares the terms upon which the faithful 
= -, be, admitted to the participation of 
x. eternal fy. The particular conditions of 
acceptance there enumerated, are the diſ⸗ 
charge of the duties of brotherly love and 
compaſſion. lauch as ye have done it 


« .unto 


= 1 
—— — — 2x — — — — . 
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8 y 
te unto one of the leaſt of theſe my bre- 
E thren, ye have done it unto me.” On the 


other hand, he will ſay to the wicked, 
_ & Tnafmuch as ye did it not unto one of the 
_ « Jeaft of theſk, ye did it not unto me.” Can 


any thing more plainly aſcertain the conduct 
by which our ſalvation is to be accompliſhed ? 
Can any thing more unequivocally ſhew, , 
that he who refuſes the charitable aſſiſtance 
to his unfortunate brethren, which it is in 
his power to give, denies Chriſt before men, 


and will be denied by him hchore his Father 


who is in & 2 ? | | 
= od | | 25 


But it is not only i in this proflitutian of 
the riches of the world to the 5 of 
luxury and voluptuouſneſs, chat the merzzes 


of God are abuſed and turned into the 


channels of iniquity. All the endowments 


of the mind; all the ſuperior claims of the 


intellectual faculties, are the voluggary gifts 
of Divine Goodneſs. Yet how ofte 


| ſee the powers of wit, and the penetration 
of learning, ranged under the banners of 


vice he infidelity ! Pre "How often do we be- 
3 8 


* 


( 49 ) 


hold men endued with the ability to convince 


the ignorant of their duty by force of argu- 
ment, and animate the obdurate to the diſ- 


charge of it by the graces of perſuaſion and 


eloquence! How often do we behold fach 
men diſſeminating the worſt of poiſon 
among their brethren, calling good evil, 


and evil good, and ſeduloufly exerting their 
abilities to extend the boundaries of iniquity 
and immorality! Nay, ſome of them, not 


fatisfied with corrupting the eaſy, and ſe- 


ducing the unwary, have ſo far advanced 


in this ſyſtem of wickedneſs, as to turn the 


arms of learning againſt the Almighty 


himſelf, either for the purpoſe of gratify- 
ing the vanity of oftentation, or purſuing 
the pleaſures of fin without check ! They 


have dared not only to arraign the meaſures + 
of God's adminiſtration, but even to deny 


his exiſtence, to ſcoff at the means of 
grace, and renounce the hope of glory! As 
the intellectual faculties are talents com- 
mitted to our truſt, he doubtleſs, who im- 
parted them, will require an aecount how 
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member that this enquiry will be made by 


Him who cannot be deceived. 


. 
— 


f 
4 * 


The TOP? ener way, however, of mens | 
denying Chriſt,” is in ſacrificing their duty 
to the temptations of pleaſure or intereft. 


Poverty is looked upon as ſo great an evil, 


and an object of ſuch univerſal dread, that 
every one is, if not active in his endea- 
vours, at leaſt ſincere in his wiſhes, to eſ- 
cape it. Nor are we prohibited, either by 
reaſon or religion, from obviating its mi- 


ſerable effects. But when intereſt is oppo- 


ſed to morality, and temporal good to the 
expreſs dictates of reli gion, we ſhould con- 

| ſider, before we decide in our choice, what 

zs to be gained on the one ſide, and loſt on 
the other; for though poverty be in reality 

a great evil, it may be remedied by one ſtill 
greater. He who procures an exemption 


from it by denying his Saviour; that is, by 
violating his duty as à Chriſtian, acquires a 


preſent advantage at the hazard of future 


miſery. He gains à felicity that cannot be 


| OP OP and at mrs ponders ex poles him- 


g 1 
it . : 
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Galt to eternal puniſhnient. He perhaps 
ſtroys his peace of mind in this world, and 
forfeits everlaſting happineſs in the next. 


Yet fo much does the preſent outweigh the 


future, not that temporal good is ſupe- 
rior in value, but becauſe its gratifications 


are immediate, that men heſitate not to ſa- 


crifice their conſcience, their virtue, and re- 


ligion, for the enjoyments of a moment! 
When a man indeed, harraſſed by the ſharp 


nedeſſities of extreme indigence, is tempted 


to mitigate his diſtreſs by diſhoneſty, this 
deviation from his duty admits of ſome ex- 


cuſe; and no charitable perſon can arraignn 
his guilt with ſeverity. But how many, 


placed far above want, and ſometimes poſ- 
ſeſſed of more than they can expend during 
the term of their lives, deny their Lord and 
Saviour, and engage in any ſcheme, 'how- 
ever iniquitous it may be, that ſeems likely 
to add to their revenues It remains, there · 
fore, that ſuch men be informed what the 
conſequences will be of being denied by 


Chriſt before his Father, who. is 5 HTO | 
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1 
The joys of Heaven are repreſented * 


they are deſcribed tobe ſuch as eye bach : 


_ £-not ſeen, nor car heard, neither bath jt 
entered into the heart of man to conceive. 


The miſeries, on the other hand, of the 
poſed ſuch, as no: ideas of What we ſuffer 
here can give us adequate conceptions of. 
Ang if a criminal trembles at the bar of an 
earthly tribunal, terrified at the puniſhment 
whych he imagines the violated laws of his 
country will inflict, how much more will 


the wicked tremble when arraigned before 


the tribunal of Him, whoſe, ſentence. will 
doom them to that place of torture where 
aphaki never * where the penal fire 


ws Mug all finally APE: « The day will 


gone, When the ankert. mall ſoung, 
< and the dead ſhall be raiſed ingorruptible; 
4 hen this cqrruptible Hall put en incor; 
<tabty,* Then ſhall we ſtand hefore that 


5 Saviour who ted for our * and roſe again 


— ; | for 
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for our juſtifſeation. Is it a matter of trifl- 
ing importance how we appear at this aw- - 
ful juncture? Can we reflect upon the day 
of final judgment, without conſidering the 
ſolemn; the irretrievable iſſues of it? 
« Whoſoever ſhall deny mne before men, 
„him will IT alſo deny hefore my Father 
„% who is in Heaven. Fheſe are the 
words of him Who is to be our Judge: 
meditate upon them, ye men of the world, 
And ere the night of darkneſs intercept your 
1 licentious purſuits, conſider that the gain, 
ö even of univerſal empire, is no equivalent 
| for the loſs of your ſouls ! If ye prefer the 
pleaſures of fin to the precepts of religion, 
ye deny your Saviour ; ye abjure his ſervice, 
and render yourſelves unworthy of that in- 
heritance which he hath ſecured to us by 
his death and ſufferings: conſequently, he 
will deny you before his Father who 1s in 
Heaven ; he will renounce you as unprofit- 
_ ſervants, and reject you, ſaying, © De- 

part from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting 
«ive; Ons for the Dh, and his 
9 angels. 8 
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May we then ſo contemplate theſe things, 


as to avoid this terrible denunciation ! day” x; 


we, as the apoſtle" direas us, be ſtedfaſt, 


— always abounding in the 


* work of the Lord; foraſmuch as we know 


« that our labour is not in vain in the Lord; 


te men, bin ill he confeſs alſo os his 


et Father who is in Heaven 
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SERMON IV. 


Sr. PavL $ krisrur 10 THE . 


. were ſometimes es but now are e ye 
4 ight in the. Lord : walk as children of: 


481 bt 0 
GAINT > Paul, in the three laſt chapters 
of his epiſtle to the Epheſians, enters 


'S | into a copious detail of the various duties, 
| both! religious and relative, which they 
| were called upon as Chriſtians to perform. 
The Jews, thinking themſelves entitled to 
1 tue excluſive favour and protection of God, 
| denied that the reſt of the world would be 
admitted to any ſhare in the bleflings of the - 
Meffiah, unleſs they firſt embraced the 
| | 8 Wo religion. The apoſtle, therefore, 
| E 4 ſhews 
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ſhews them the fallacy of this doctrine, and 
endeavours to confirm them in the right 
faith. He alſo lays before them the corrup- 
tions and diſorders which prevailed before 
the introduction of. Chriſtianity ; theſe he 
contraſts with the pure virtues of the goſ- 
pel, and informs his converts that they 
were to prove the ſincerity of their new 
profeſſions, by newneſs of life, by an uni- 
form acquieſcence to the ſyſtem of religion 
introduced by the Son of God, and promul- 5 
_ gated by his apoſtles. © Te were fome- 
times darkneſs, but now are ye light i in 
* the Lord: walk as children of light.” 
In. theſe words are repreſented their former 
and their preſent condition, and What Was 
required of them on, the latter account. 
Truth, in the language of Scripture, is ex- 


pPreſſed by the word LGH; error, by that of 


n 


ER 
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DARKNESS. The meaning of the apoſtle 
then is, ye were formerly enveloped in the 
miſts of intellectual darkneſs, ye were igno- 
rant of your duty to God and your brethren, 
ſlaves to ſuperſtition and idolatry ; but now, 
ſince the Sun of righteouſneſs hath ſhone in 
5 | the 
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the world, theſe clouds are diſperſed ; 7e 
no longer ſit in the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, but are illuminated by; the pure rays: 


of life and immortality, 75 Ought, not your 
actions to bear witnelſy,. to this glorious 
change ? Thus called into, the light of. 
truth, and emancipated; from the bondage 
of ſin, will ye Kill purſue; that, line of eun- 
dud which, er eee exould 2. 
Will ye render vain, the grace of God, and 
renounce the ſalyation.yhich-.is; proffered, | 
by,refufing to comply with: the terms of ao: 
ceptance } Walk,,thexetore, as children! of 


light, and as ye have the. meansgof grace, 


uſe. them to tlie attainment. of everlaſting. 
happineſs,! 1 For ſince ye can no lenger 
plead 1 e af Your duty, Juanes, 


; Rill Genen ade paths of ertor, * ſhut. 


your. eyes, againth;that . eee 
Wed God 1 vouchſafod to e 
19 alli 
The bel, Which the apoſtle —_ 
of, aroſe. 3 the erroneous and corruptedꝰ : 
ideas of the heathen ond in religious mat- 


ters. 
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worſhip was compounded of 
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idolatty and abſurdity. They adored a 
number of deities; and though there Was 


one to whom: they aſſigned power and au- 


2 over the reſt; yet he is repreſented 
as reſtrained by uncontroulable fate. Some 
of theſe” gods were local: — the adoration 
of them was confined” ta particular Places, 
and xheir celeſtial Hifluence' ſuppoſed to be 


reſtricted in the ſame manner. But it is 


impoſſible to read the accounts of their dei- | ; 


ties, as they ſtand in the records of antiquity, 


without diqguſt and abllorrence. They are 
deſeribed as actuated yr human paſſions; 
enflamed by anger, warped by prejudice, 
perverted by partiality, and tortured by ſuſ- 
picion. Nay, further, we are informed that 
they were frequently flaves to luſt; and they | 
| often deſcended from their heavenly man- 
ſions to proſecute the heentious purpoſes of 
intemperance and yoluptuouſneſs upon 


earth. We cannot then furely wonder 
that vice, immorality, and profaneneſs, 


ſhould have prevailed among people who 
could reconcile the adoration of ſuch 
mT os beings 


6 
beings with the common principles of rea- 


ſon. The Athenians are recorded to have 


been the moſt refined and poliſhed people 
of antiquity, even a nation of philoſophers; 
yet ſo defective were they in religious 
knowledge, ſo ignorant of what alone con- 


ſtitutes true piety, that they had altars 


erected to the unknown God. The Ro- 
mans, at the time of our Saviour's appear- 


ance, the undiſputed maſters of the world, 
were everwhelmed in luxury. They ha 


entirely degenerated from the ſimple virtues 


of their anceſtors; thoſe virtues by Which 


the foundations of their enormous and 
wonderful empire had been laid.” With 
regard to religion, idolatry was ſo aggrava- 

ted by voluptuouſneſs, that temples: had 

been dedicated to viees, ſuch as Envy and 
Impurity. In thoſe times, however, de- 
praved and abandoned as they were, ſome 


men appeared, whole writings have received 


the praiſes and admiration of all ſucceeding 


ages; men, who recommended the obliga- 


tions of virtue and morality. with all the 
charms and graces of language, and enfor- 
ced 
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FRY the relative: duties with all the frength || 
of argument Yet what. could be expected { 
from the efforts of human reafon thus aſſiſted | 
by the powers of eloquenee ? The grandeft- 6 
and moſt forcible motive to a virtuous life h 

 was-lilk- wanting; namely, the firm con- 

.  victien'df. a future ſtate, wliere the ſeem- 1 
| ingly irregular and unequal diſpenſations-in- 

this-preſent one would be vindicated by the | 
pwiſhment of vice, and the eternal happi- | 

neſstof virtue. Many 7 indeed, whoſe views f 

were enlarged by learning; adopted this be- ö 
Hef, finding it to be the only effectual ſource 
of conſolation, amidſt the complicated 
miſeries of their preſent exiſtence ; and the 
only refuge againſt the gloomy! terrors of 

death: yet this was merely hope, not cer- 
tainty. The ſoul, it is true, panted after 
immortality, as its ſovereign good; never- 
theleſs, all the arguments drawn from en- 
quiry into the nature of the ſoul, and ; * 
conſideration. of the: unaccounts 

ders viſible in this world, texywjnated at. laſt 
in conjecture-and/probability. And if mere 


. wiſhes were all that men of the moſt en- 
N lightened 
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A ene intellects could attain, what muſt 
have been the condition of the bulk of 


mankind, who had not even underſtand- 
ing ſufficient to lead them to a well-groun- 


ded expectation of immortality! When all 
their proſpects were confined to the preda- 
rious tenure of this life, they muſt have 
been alone anxious after thoſe things which 
£eould beſtow earthly good; and we need 
not wonder that ſome of them exclaimed, 


Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we 


* die.” When temporal intereſt oppoſed 
the precepts of morality, it was not ſur- 


Priſing that the gratification; of the former 
ſhould overpower all the claims of the lat- 
ter, ſince the mind paid very little attention 


to the awful conſequences of  futurity. 

Such was the darkneſs that overwhelmed 
the heathen nations, touching the two 
grand articles of religion; juſt ideas of one 
ſupreme Creator and ieee and a firms 
affurance of Aa future ſtate. 


Tha abate on the athek ting had juſtr 
notions of the Deity. ' His power and mas 
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"Jetty had, for a great number of years, been 
viſibly diſplayed in their behalf, and con- 
ſequently, had attracted their homage and 
veneration. But his mercy and goodneſs 


Were very much circumſcribed in their par- 
tial ideas. They looked upon him as the 


God of Ifrael, but believed him indifferent 


to the intereſts of the reſt of the world, and 


proudly concluded, that the peculiar marks 
of his favour, ſo repeatedly given to their 


nation, would diſtinguiſh them for ever. 
Their ideas of another life were alſo weak 
and imperfect. If ſome did believe it, 
others we know openly maintained a con- 
trary doctrine. The bleſſings which God 
had hitherto imparted to his choſen people, 
had been in general temporal; abundance 


and freedom; for the arm of the Moſt High 


was, upon almoſt all occaſions, ſtretched out 
in their behalf to ſecure to them plenty, 


| and reſcue them from the hands of their 


enemies. Many . ſtrong intimations were 
given them of one who ſhould be their 
Deliverer ; and his office, his ſufferings, and 
death, were ſo n deſcribed, as to 
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89 | 
leave little doubt that all theſe prophecies 
relative to their Meſſiah, were fulfilled 
in the ſacred perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. Two 
things, however, induced this ſelfiſh and 
bigotted people to reject their Redeemer 


when he did appear, and to deny his divi- 
nity, in ſpite of all the evidence by which it 
vas ſupported. Looking back to their paſt 


annals, they ſaw them dignified with 


: wealth and empire. They, therefore, 
thought that their Saviour would again 
_ reinſtate them in imperial grandeur ; and, 


from theſe ambitious ideas, they ſpurned 
that religion which, though it promiſed 
them everlaſting glory and happineſs in the 


world to come, ſeemed to enſure to them 
nothing but ſhame and miſery in this. 
Beſides this, they could not brook that the 


Gentiles ſhould be invited to a participation 


of the benefits of the goſpel. They looked 


upon them as miſerable outcaſts; and, be- 


cauſe they had not as yet been fignalized 


by the avowed favour of God, they con- 


* cluded that they never would be, on ac- 
count of their unworthineſs. This like- 


wiſe 
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i impelled them to renounce the t terms 

of ſalvation; for they conſidered the com- 
munication of God's grace to the heathens, 
as a ſubduction from their own importance, 


and a material abridgment of thoſe privi - 


leges which, in their own opinion, they 


. were entitled to o che e of. 


ee WU the darkneſs of ignorance 


among the. heathens, and ſuch the dark- 
meſs of bipotry, by which the Jews. were 
blinded, when the Son of God vouchſafed 
to ſtoop from the throne of his glory, to 


take upon him the form of man, to endure 


ſorrow and grief; and finally, to undergo 
an ignominious death, that expiation might 
belinade for the bs of the whole world. 


It has been objected, that mankind, loſt as 


they were in iniquity and wickedneſs, were 


utterly unworthy of ſuch an atonement ; 
and that it ſeems inconſiſtent with the juſ- 


. tice of the Supreme Being for an innocent 


and immaculate perſon to be ſacrificed forthe 


ſafety of the guilty and polluted. This is 
ona one of thoſe myſteries which human 
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| ab cannot fathom ; one of thoſe wank 
in which Divine Providence hath choſen to 


diſplay its goodneſs, that is beyond our 
limited faculties to comprehend. We muſt 


here exclaim, Oh the depth of the riches: 
% both of the wiſdom and knowledge off 


* God! How unſearchable are his judg- 
« ments, and his ways paſt finding out! 
But although it be impoffible for us, pre- 


ciſely, to comprehend the reaſons that in- 
duced the Almighty thus wonderfully to 
diſplay his mercy towards ſuch unworthy: 


objects, yet ſurely, the more exalted the 
means were which it pleaſed him to em- 
ploy in the redemption of ' mankind, the 


ſtronger are the ties that bind us to be 
thankful for them. Inſtead of objecting to 


the ſalvation offered us through the merits 
and death of Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe it ſeems 


to be ſo far beyond our deſerts, we ought, 


conſcious that immortal life may be thus 
ſecured, to draw near with a true heart, 


— <> 1 aſſurance of faith, having our 


W AR from an S e 
| 8 434-25 cc and 


Ip 


| 4.) | 
and our 1 N waſhed nen 0 55 
enter i irons i fe 
16 buaogs! +: 311 clenfoos #3; 
iNumbets, indeed, neteithefiariding * 
rious evidence! f the truth of the goſpel, 
though it / is built upon a rock which the 
gates of hell have not been able tol prevail 
againſt, ſtill ceject the religion! of their Re- 
deemer, and refuſe to hear tlie voice f the 
Charmer, -charm he never ſo wiſely. But 
does this averſion to Chriſtianity ariſe from, 
„ wy reflection? Have theſe perſons examined 
= | ſtz:e arguments upon Which the truth. of the 


| 3 | goſpel; reſts, with that eandour and deli - 
I | betation which fo important an enquiry 
demands? | God gave reaſon to man; that 


1 hence enabled to proſecute happineſs, and 
avoid miſery. Have they conſulted: this 
; reaſon in their religious inveſtigations ?:«! Is 
10 Ii to her mature deciſions that they have 
. referred the queſtion, and from thenbe ob- 
ii _ tained the information, that the Chriſtian | 
Xo ſyſtem is merely the political invention of 
=. men, framed for the ſole purpoſe of adjuſt- 
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ing the civil intereſts of ſociety ? Alas! 
' ſuch unbelievers, in general, have too much 
of their time taken up in other matters; 
and as they have not leiſure, fo neither 
have they inclination to enter upon theſe 
\ ſerious diſquiſitions. They are too much 
attached to the / pleaſures of ſenſe, to re- 
- ceive: any ſatisfaction from thoſe of the 
'' ſpirit, and too much captivated by the gra- 
- tifications of this world, to enquire what 
may be the conſequences in the next. But 
will theſe conſequences be altered or ayert- 
ed by ſuch conduct? ' Becauſe it is the 
intereſt of the libertine and the infidel that 
there ſhon}d be no future ſtate, does it fol- 
low that there will be none? Will the 
matter turn out implicitly as they wiſh and 
deſire? Whether there be juſt ground for 
the belief of another life; whether the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, which promiſes ſo much to 
the faithful, and threatens ſo. much to the 
diſbbedient, bear indiſputable: marks of be- 
ing the power of God unto ſalvation, theſe 
are ſubjects too awful to be treated witn 
-levity and indifference, and too important 
ELOISE Fr 2 to 
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to be rejected for the fugitive enjoyments 
of the world. Some who had entertained 
doubts concerning theſe points, and had 
been, from their infidelity, avowed liber- 
tines, were at laſt induced, by the import- 
ance of the ſubject, to enter into a calm 
_ diſcuſſion of the truth of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion. Their deliberate inveſtigations ter- 
minated, where it is probable they will 
ever conduct thoſe who ſtudy only to at- 
tain truth, in a firm conviction of the di- 
unity of our Redeemer. Have any of you 
- fimilar doubts? You cannot do better than 
adopt the ſame plan. But remember, as it 
is a ſpiritual enquiry, you muſt diſengage 
- yourſelves from all earthly prejudices, and 
not ſuffer worldly intereſts to overpower 
ſubſtantial argument. — With regard to 
- thoſe whoſe faith is already eſtabliſhed, it 
is their buſineſs to conſider the indiſpenſ- 
able duties which they are called upon to 
perform. If we are convinced that Jeſus 
Chriſt was the Son of God, that he came 


don from Heaven, dwelt upon earth in 


an human form, and patiently ſubmitted to 


E 
death upon the croſs, that he might redeem | 
men from the bondage of fin, and open to 
us the gates of everlaſting life; if we be- 
lieve all this, ſhall we ftill walk in dark- 
neſs? And while we acknowledge the 
light which God hath vouchſafed to impart, 
ſhall our actions and purſuits be thoſe of 
heathen ignorance ? Chriſt died for our 
fins, and ſhall we live ſo as to forfeit the 
benefits of his death and paſſion ? The 
former times of ignorance God winked at. 
But if his mercy ſpared thoſe who wandered 
for want of light to dire& their ſteps, his 
indignation will aſſuredly fall upon us who 
reject the Guide which he hath given. 
Though the precepts of our holy religion 
oppole the licentious pleaſures of the world, 
let us reflect, that he who indulges himſelf 
in the latter, counteracts his ſalvation, and 
renders the merits of his Redeemer ineffica- 


cious. No wile man refuſes a medicines "a 


however nauſeous its ingredients may be to 

the palate, which he knows will re-eſtabliſh 

his health. And ſhall we be leſs attentive 

to > bon things which belong to our eternal 
17 3 welfare? 
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"1 | 
welfare? Shall we be anxious after thoſe 
delights which Are but for a moment, and 
regardleſs of thoſe treaſures that are immorZ 
tal and incorruptible > Let all who have 
hitherto embraced this delufion ; who; 


though they believe, yet have acted as if 


they diſbelieved, and exhibited a line "of 
conduct repugnant to their profeſſions ; let 


them meditate in time upon the dreadful 


conſequences of ſuch inconſiſtent beha- 


viour! Life and death are ſet before us; 


the duties are propounded in ſcripture, by 
which we may inherit everlaſting happi- 


neſs. Can we believe this ſcripture to be 
the word of God, yet diſobey its precepts, 


without conſidering that we diſobey Him 
who hath' the power of life and death, who 


can make us eternally: happy or” eternally 


miſerable? We atſemble in the temple of 
this Almighty Being, to return our thanks 
to the Father of all mercies for the means 


of grace, and for the hope of glory; let not 
our gratitude then reſt in mere words; in 
the mere homage of the lips! Let the 


eee that we are no longer dark- 
neſs 


5 ( 

neſs, but are now light in the Lord, at- 
tend us in the walks of life, and influence 
our conduct in the various departments to 
which Providence calls us! May God, 
therefore, to whom we offer up our prayers, 
grant that the words which we hear in his 
temple with our outward ears, may, through 
his grace, be ſo grafted inwardly in our 
hearts, that they may bring forth in us the 
fruit of good living, to the honour and 
praiſe of his name, n Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord 
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S8ERMON v. 


ErisrLR To THE ROMANS, 
chap. 1. ver. 16. 


* I aw net gbancd of the goſpel of Cri; for i 
APE e 


2 EFORE a Chriſtian ee it can 
never be unſeaſonable to enumerate 
ad enforce the arguments that eſtabliſhed 
their faith. It is particularly proper, 
when we commemorate, as we do this day, 
a great event in the ſyſtem of our holy re- 
gion; for, unleſs we firmly believe the 
goſpel of Chriſt to be the power of God 
unto ſalvation, it is hardly poſſible that 
we ſhould walk ſecurely, amidſt the mani- 
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fold ſnares and temptations of the world, 
and keep the faith which we have profeſſed, 
inviolate. 7 | 


I will, therefore, in this Diſcourſe, con- 
ider the truth of the goſpel under three 
heads: Firſt, With regard to the ſtate of the 
world at the time When the apoſtles entered 
upon their miniſtry ; Secondly, As to the 
nature and doctrines of Chriſtianity ; ; and, 

Laſtly, Touching the characters and ſitua- 
5 tions of its firſt er 
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Te world, at this e of the 


15 Chriſtian zra, was divided into two clafles ; 


Gentiles and Jews. The former were uni- 
verſally victims to the groſſeſt idolatiy. 
Beſides facrificing and paying divine ho- 
nours to imaginary deities, they were ſo 
far infatuated, that they conſocratod:tew- 
Ples to mere names, and thoſe even af 
wires. Nome, at that time the miſtreſs of 
the en] world, was virtually fallen: 
he could no longer diſplay; the btigbt and 


-ample catalogue of virtues by which the 
bie N | en 


W 
republic had been ſo conſpicuouſſy diſtin- 
guiſhed. That once renowned eity was-a | 
deplorable ſcene of luxury, ' corrapfiha; and 
debauchery, the ſure offspring of extended 
it was the corpulence of languor and decay, 
not that of health and vigour., And though 
it be true that learning was then arrived 
at the higheſt point of excellence, it is 
equally as true, that vice was in its meri- 
dian alſo. Probably, there were men, even 
in this Rate of general depravity, Who ſawy 
the abſurdity of their religious tenets, and 
internally condemned the reigning idolatry. 
Vet none of them had the virtue to oppoſe 
the torrent, and introduce a purer, a more 
rational ſyſtem. of religion. Nay, if there 
had been men of abilities ſufficient to ex- 
poſe the errors of the world, and deter- 
mined to perſevere in the cauſe of reforma- 

| _ they could have expected but a poor 
harveſt from their intelligent and active 
| efforts!) They could not- Have flattered 
themſelves that any great attentiont or de:? 
en would have DEEPEN their ad+ 


* 1 1 4 > ; monitions. 
> + 


- 
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monitions. Can we then ſuppoſe that a 
ſet of men, reſolved to eſtabliſh the goſpel 
of Chriſt, could have done it effectually 


” - among people ſo depraved? I mean, of 


themſelves, unaſſiſted by the power of God. 
Can we think that the Gentiles, nurſed in 
the lap of voluptuouſneſs, confirmed by 
daily practice in immorality and diſſipation, 
and ſlaves to the prejudices of ſuperſtition, 
would attend to the fimple unrefined pre- 
cepts of Chriſt—precepts that in every 
point contradicted. their manner of living? 
; Let us ſuppoſe that a preacher of the goſ- 
pel came to Rome, and told the people 
that the Saviour of the world, the Son of 
the true and living God, had been born in 
extreme poverty, uniformly perſecuted 
through life, and cut off by a cruel and 


ignominious death; that, notwithſtanding 


theſe humiliating circumſtances, there would 
be no happineſs for them hereafter, unleſs 
they adopted his precepts, and became 
members of his church, — would they not 
have regarded our Redeemer as an impoſ- 


. . W (who were Jews of 
14x | a nation 


* 


( 9 


a nation which they held in ſupreme con- 


tempt) as the artful abettors of an impoſ- 


tor? We may then fairly conclude, that 
no human eloquence could have fo opera- 


ted upon the minds of the Gentiles, that 8 
they ſhould embrace the goſpel with ſuch 


| vba] i as en, of them es did: 


Nor could a more e 1 
have been expected from the Jews. They, 


preſuming upon their own conſequence, 


that they were the only people in covenant 
with God, proudly conſidered themſelves 
as having the excluſive right to divine fa- 


your. Educated in the ſtrong prejudices: of 


this opinion, they could hardly admit that 
religion, which promiſed univerſal redemp- 


tion, and excluded no nation from the light 


of God's countenance. In addition to this 
inveterate prepoſſeſſion i in their own favour, 


they arrayed their Redeemer in the robes of 


earthly majeſty : — they looked for a glori · 
ous triumphant prince, who ſhould exalt 
their church and nation to the higheſt pin- 
nacle of external greatneſs and ſplendor ; 
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( 78. ), 


| who, fibula, indeed, become the wonder 


and amazement, but not 3 Saviour, of the 


Gentile World. Theſe partial notions were 


ſo deeply raoted. in them, that the very: 


; apoſtles did, in a great meaſure, retain them 
till St. Peter was convinced of their fallacy, 


as we are informed in, the tenth chapter 
of the Acts. — It could not, therefore, be 
ſuppoſed that the Jews, heated;by,ſuch. ex- 
pectations, and biaſſed by ſuch prejudices, | 
would receive for their Meſſiah one born 
in the loweſt ſtate of poverty; one whoſe 
whole life was an uniform ſcene of humility. 
and perſecution, and which was nn, 
terminated by e each. . 


* = Cf 
F443 nb. 1 Ly 12 


We cannot ben W for 8 mis 


progreſs of the goſpel, from a conſideration 


of the ſtate of the world at that time. Hu- 


man learning and eloquence, exerted to the 


utmoſt, would never have been able to 
ee the radical prejudices of thoſe 
days, and eſtabliſh a religion like that of 
our bleſſed Redeemer. Which reflection 


leads me to the ſecond pinnfypropoſcdifar | 


GL if diſcuſ- 


oe 


„ 
diſcuſſion; namely, what was the nature of 
Lt and (he E of the n 

h t I 1 
)Theveh: the Curiſtian 3 is now FRO 
nerally acknowledged to poſſeſs ſuch ſupe- 
rior advantages, that even its enemies have 
declared it better framed to promotè peace 
and happineſs. in ſociety, than any other 
that has hitherto been deviſed by philo- 
ſophers or legiſlators, yet is it, even now, 
a moſt difficult taſk to ſubmit to the pro- 
poſed rule of faith. Freed, as we happily 
are, from the terrors of perſecution, from 
the arm of vindictive authority, and the 
apprłhenſions of a cruel and unjuſt death, 
how many of its poſitive precepts do we 
daily tranſgreſs ! and how many of its hal- 
lowed commands do we daily violate ! Can 
we then forbear to wonder at the rapid 
progreſs of Chriſtianity? Great numbers, 
we read, were daily added to the church: 
Can we ſubſcribe to the truth of that aſ- 
ſertion, without ſaying, with St. Paul, That. 
the goſpel: of OO is the TOs of God: 
«« unto OO KA 1 


5 
© Chriſtianity carried moral obligations to 
an higher point than they had ever at- 
tained before. Our divine Maſter not only 
exclaimed againſt the actual perpetration of 
crimes, but even denounced the vengeance 
of Heaven againſt the ſecret inward emo- 
tions of vice and iniquity. Gratitude had, 
i every age and in every country, been 
eſteemed a virtue of the firſt order. But 
our Saviour tranſcends all former ſentiments 
| on this head. Not content merely to ſay 
_ that it is our duty to love thoſe by whoſe 
ui | benevolence we have been diſtinguiſhed, 
| his / unbounded philanthropy delivers this 
rule: Love your enemies; bleſs them 
i" = ---- -- <4. that curſe you ; do good to them that 
| | | hate you; and pray for them who ou 
= ©; ſpitefully uſe you and proſecute you. 
| q I In ſhort, not to trouble you with any more 
1 references, if we peruſe ourSaviour's ſermon | 
ll ll ha on the mount (which may be properly | 


i! called an abſtract of the Chriſtian doctrines) 
| wee ſhall find it to conſiſt of a number of 
WE —  - precepts to which the pride and infirmity 
| | | of man can, but with great difficulty and 
HE | ſelf⸗denial, ſubmit. Our Lord told his diſ- 


( 81 ) „ 
elples, that they muſt relinquiſh all the con- ; 
veniences of life, and expoſe themſelves to 
all the diſtreſſes and accumulated miſeries 
of contempt and poverty; that they muſt, 
experience all the ſharp evils which the iron 
hand of perſecution; ſupported by the au- 
thority of kings and princes, could inflict. 
He plainly informed them,. that, beſides. 
this laborious and painful conflict with ex- 
ternal oppoſition, they muſt triumph over 
their own feelings as men, ſuppreſs every 
malevolent impulſe of their own thoughts, 
diſcard every inſinuation of pride, ſtifle the 
remonſtrances of revenge, and pour forth 
no complaints in the fiery trial. To believe 
that human wiſdom and the arguments of 
man could conciliate diſciples ready to en- 
gage in the work under ſuch viſible diſad- 
_ vantages, and in defence of doctrines ſo re- 
pugnant to the reigning purſuits of fleſh 
and blood, would be to give our aſſent to 
a thing equally wonderful with any of the 
' miracles that the firſt teachers of our holy 
religion performed. Here we muſt again 
trace the effect to the real cauſe; that is, that 
1 15 & it 
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it was produced by the power of God. To 
eſtabliſh which deciſion upon ſtill firmer 

/. ground, I thall, in the third place, enquire 
into the characters and ſituations, of thoſe 
Who; were commiſſioned to en * | 

n N lation. 


5 eee been, 
before their appointment diftingui 
the world; had they been able by, their, 
Wealth to purchaſe votaries, or from their 


rank in life to command the deference. of, 


| iv. parſe e bed. e ann, ee 


from the erat; ef the Jewiſh nation, and, 
by; that means capable of perſuading their 


hearers by the force of eloquence; — had 
would have plauſible reaſons, to urge in. their 
behalf; they might aſſert that the effects 
produced by the preaching of the apoſtles, 
/ were no more than what repeatedly, reſult 
from the influence of riches, from the weight 
OT. and the operation, of human 
learning. But, e off from this 
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plea. For what were the apoſtles ? They 


were men, not ſuch as an impoſtor would 


have choſen, rich, powerful, and eloquent; 
but perſons called from the loweſt depart- 
ments of life; tax-gatherers(a profeſſion def 


picable in the eſtimation of the Jews); indi- 


gent, unlettered fiſhermen, mean in them- 


felves, as mean in their education. Yet theſe 


very men, theſe obſcure illiterate perſons did 


Chriftdepute his miffionaries, andcommand- 


ed them to go and teach all nations. And how 
were they to execute this commiſſion in their 


preſent inſufficient ſtate? What attention 
could they command, what profelytes could 


they expect to make, even in their own _ 
country? The apoſtles were undoubtedly 
welt known in Judea. It is improbable 


that they could of themſelves acquire much 


eredit even at home; for their circumſtances 
ſeemed more calculated to draw upon them 
the contempt and ſcorn, than attract the 
eſteem and reſpect of their countrymen. 


But what ſhall we ſay when we find them 


Preaching the goſpel of Chriſt, and expound- 
ing his holy myſteries in foreign regions ? 
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BE Nay, . ſuch energy and ſucceſs, that 


people of different languages from their 


, Own, yielded to the force of their arguments; 
and in great numbers embraced the Chriſt- 
nan faith! How can we account for this 

| aſtoniſhing effect by recurring to the efficacy 
ol natural cauſes? The apoſtles muſt have 
poſſeſſed the gift of tongues, and the power 
of working miracles, otherwiſe their labours, 


however diligent and perſevering, could not 


have been fo ſucceſsful. Strangers would 
hardly have > given credit to obſcure unknown 


perſons, , and believed their aſſertions, mere- 


IV becauſe they were vehemently and con- 


fidently/ urged. And how could they un- 
derſtand the language of foreign nations 


but by the power of God? If they had ac- 
| quired this knowledge by the help of men, 


that would have been inevitably diſcovered. 


If we ſhould ſay, by their own ſagacity nd 
8 induſtry, that is too improbable to be ad- 
mitted. In ſhort, whether without or with | 
the aſſiſtance of others, the work would | 
have demanded the unremitted toil of years. 
| We have likewiſe a very. ſtrong Proof of 
their 
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their inſpiration, in the unſhaken fortitude 


with which they encountered the virulent 


oppoſition uniformly exerted againſt them. 


Previous to our Saviour's aſcenſion, ſeveral 
of them had entertained doubts of his divin- 
ity; and all of them (when the ſtorm fell 

upon him, and he was. carried to the tris 


bunal of Pilate) were wrapped up alone in 


their own private ſecurity. At that perilous 


after his aſcenſion, a when they * ent forth 


without their Maſter, we find them reſohute 
and undaunted, ready to ſtem all oppoſition, 


and undergo the moſt ſevere trials. They 
are no longer diſtracted by doubts, no longer 
harraſſed by wavering opinions, but all oon 


tent, and willing to ſacrifice 1 ee 


ſupport of their religion. 1 e 


133 3 : EE 5 
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10 God ne can this n g be. | 
tude be aſeribed; to Him only Who, 1 


means of deſpiſed and illiterate ee Uh 
overthrow the power of the ſtrongeſt, and 


confound the learning of the moſt wiſe; 
. _ caules,: ING the moſt bog. | 
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„„ 
nant to the purpoſe, work out and nr, 
bn his own honour. pgs 


We 5 1 een indubitable « evi- 
Tagen that any impartial perſon can fairly 
require, that the goſpel of Chriſt is the 

power of God unto ſalvation ; that it is not 
merely (what ſome unbelievers have endea- 
voured to prove) a rule of moral conduct, po- 
Utically countenanced by earthly legiſlators 
for the ſole purpoſe of promoting peace and 
enforcing ſubjection in this life, but that it is 
the immediate work of heavenly mercy ; 

and without receiving it under that gracious 
title, we renounce all claim to eternal hap- 
pineſs. If we reject ſuch numerous, ſuch 
ſtrong teſtimonies as thoſe that the ſcripture 
lays before us, juſt and ee wad our 
"mob ne be. | 1 


We 3 met in the nw. of tho 
Almighty. to. commemorate the nativity of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; and, 
as we avow ourſelves Chriſtians by this act 
of adoration, it much behoves us maturely 
to weigh the conſequences of a firm belief, 
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( 87 ) 
and the contrary iſſues of ineredulity. 11 
we admit the reality of our Saviour's di- 
vinity, and acknowledge the arguments in 


f 1 of the goſpel to be incontrovert- 


ible, yet at the ſame time live in direct 


; oppolition to the principles of our holy re- 


gion, we render ourſelves highly obnox- 


dons to the fatal terrors of the wrath of 


ey us, Uitdeltte; deni with grate- 


ful ſubmiſſion before the throne of grace, 
| praiſe God that he hath vouchlafed, in his 


infinite mercy, to ſend his Son upon earth 


for our deliverance from the bon of 


fin, and to confirm his divine miffion by ſo 


many ſtrong arguments, that we have e every 


thing we can reaſonably deſire to ſupport 


_ arid invigorate our faith. Let us ſhew our- 
ſelves true believers. in Chriſt. Conſcious | 
of our manifold i im erfections, but penitenti- 

pe ſaving bealth procured . 


fp us b by his mediation, let us go to his altar 
with al due reverence !—If any of you, 
Work you review your paſt actions, are 

64 | _ wounded. 
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wounded by the painful recolleQion of . 
atoned tranſgreſſions, remember that the 


blood of Chriſt alone can obliterate the deep 


ſtains of your iniquity, and endeavour, 
While it is yet the day of grace, to reap the 


benefits of his precious death and paflion ! 


By the ſacrifice which he offered up in his : 
own pure immaculate perſon, he hath in- 


deed redeemed all mankind from the pe- 


nalty of original ſin ; but it reſts with us 
whether we ſhall finally be enrolled in the 


blefſed number of thoſe who will be found 


Vorthy of receiving | the Fee reward. 


© Therefore, while we externally with our 
lips com memorate the exceeding great love 
of our Lord and Maſter, let the devout con- 
fideration of it fink deep into our hearts! 
Let the efficacy of our. verbal acknowledg- 


ments appear in prompting us to works of 


piety and beneficence ; to an imitation of 
him, whoſe whole life was one uniform 
ſcene of active benevolence and wi 


hath 


* 


| ( 89 ) 
Happy ſhall we be, happy far beyond any 
thing this earthly vale affords, if, amidſt 
the oppoſing intereſts of the world, the al- 
lurements of pleaſure, and the ſcoffs of in- 
fidelity, we ſhall be able to ſay with the 
Faith of the apoſtle, © We are not aſhamed 
“of the goſpel of Chriſt; for it is the power 
* of God unto ſalvation.” Es 
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SERMON VL 


| Poaza 3 iv. ver. 6. 3 
* 


eee Who will fbew us any 
good Lord, lift thou up ib one: ER 
ee . 


7 we Hook into this ok _ examine 

the various purſuits of men, we ſhall 
find that numbers are baffled in their expec- 
tations; that they are frequently diſappoint- 
ed of thoſe things, to attain which, they 
have induſtriouſly exerted all their abilities, 
both of body and mind; we ſhall alio: ſee 
many, after the aceompliſhment of their 


„ | firſt wiſhes, ſtill unſatisfied. Some perſons, 
by the acquiſition of one object, flud their 


views 
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have gained only advantageous as it may 


enable them to acquire ſomething more 


conſiderable. They are, therefore, again 
hurried intp the tumult of conteſt, and 
again experience all the anxiety which at 


tends a ſtate of uncertainty. Others are 
uneaſy in the midſt· of their ſucceſs, becauſe 


their attainments fall ſhort of their ideas. 
In the ardour of our Purſuit, imagination 


paints the object aimed at in the faireſt co- 
ys : fancy decorates it with all poſſible 


good, and detaches from it whatever can 


diminiſn its value, or darken its luſtre. As 


a ſmall building, ſeen through a miſt, ap- 


pears to the eye of the beholder conſide 

n beyond its real dimenſions, 
ſo a future advantage, ſurveyed through the 
deluſive medium which the paſſions inter- 


poſe, appears grand and magnificent. But 
when the traveller comes up to the former, 


ably 


11 SC 
+ 


his erroneous notiong are immediately cor-. 


rected, and the preconceived magnitude f 
the edifice is obliterated by ocular proof ß 
its humility: In the ſame manner the poſs 

i 5 ſeſſion 


ws . | 9 Ec 
views eplarged, and look upon what they 
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ſeſſion of the latter unfolds its real: hanwwve 


All the defects, which were | before con- 


cealed by the intervening diſtance of the 


object, or gloſſed over by the powerful il - 


luſions of prejudioe, obtrude themſelves 
now in their native forms. He who was 
animated in the purſuit, by the hope of 


obtaining perfect happineſs, finds himſelf 


deceived: and if the powers of his mind be 


ſo far depreſſed, as to hinder him from 


ſtriking out into ſome new line of ackion, 
he cannot but be the prey of mortification, 
becauſe he is ſenſible that he has toiled for 
that which does not amply reward his la- 
bour, and that he has conſumed part of his 


days in the unprofitable proſecution of that 
which cannot ſecure the felicity of TO 
which : are to come. 


| "Since 3 eyer has been, and ever 
a muſt be, the ruling principle of a being 
endowed with reaſon, it is no wonder that 


ſo many diſquiſitions have appeared, from 


time to time, on this important ſubject. | 


For, what is there that can be conceived 
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| more: Mkely to engage univerſal attention, 1 


> than that which is the univerſal object o 


sur deſires? Hence, among the philoſo- 
Phers of the ancient world, various fects 
were inſtituted, differing, indeed, in their 
particular doctrines, but all uniformly main- 


taining one point; that is, all profefſing to 


lead mankind to the ſupreme good. To 


examine or combat theſe opinions, would 


be a ſuperfluous and an unſeleſs tafk in the 


 prefſince of a Chriſtian audience, who have 


more fublime rules for the direction of their 
conduct than what reſult from the en- 


_ © ticing words of man's wiſdom.” Tt will 
be ſufficient for me to form the plan of this 
Diſcourſe upon two principles; which no 


one, I believe, will dare to con 


The firſt is, That no good whatever can ; 5 
Confer real happineſs, unleſs it poſſeſs that 


perfection which can fully ſatisfy the mind. 


The ſecond is, That although it be ſufficient 


for the preſent, if its duration be limited, 
or uncertain, it is ſtill incomplete, and un- 


. worthy the title which it aſſumes. Hence 
* Ns, that perfection and ſecurity of 
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happineſs. A reference to theſe, two par- 


tion of this ſubject, and will finally lead us 

to the knowledge of our higheſt intereſts 3 
namely, to the object on Which our wiſhes... 
may be ſafely placed, without any fear f 


diſappointment, without any apprehenſion 
of alteration, or any dread leſt time ſhould 


impair the foundations of our bliſs, render 


it leſs complete by diminution, or leſs ſatii - 


at ee e e 5 _ 


The paſſions which originally din. the, 
operations of mankind, which colour and 


animate the ſcenes of life, are few. But as- 


the ſtream, in its progreſs, often varies. its. 


courſe, and by repeatedly diverging, bran- 


ches out into many channels, Which, though 


different in their directions, may be all 
ttaaced to the ſame ſource, —ſothe paſſions of 

men, from diverſity of diſpoſition or ſta- 
tion, from caſual gecurrences and temporary | 
opportunities, unfold themſelves in various 


modes : yet, diverſified as theſe combina- 
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1 — and various as the effects are p Fs 
_* _ . duced from them, they may all be reſolved 
into the fame primary elements. Amidft 
| the manifold ' purſuits of human beings; ' | 


| 5 and to which all the others may be reduced; 
pPlweaſure, riches, and honour. But all the 
. | actions which reſult from an attachment 


ness. Who will ſhew us any good? is the 

| univerſal* queſtion ; and whenever an an- 

= ſwer is given, there are thouſands always 

8 ready to act in compliance with it. In con- 
ſegquence of this appearances are ſubſtituted 

= for realities. — Man walketh in a en ö 

= _ «ſhadow, and diſquieteth himſelf in vain: 

after all his labours, both of body and N 


Mp tion of ſpirit.” This will ſufficiently ap- 
1 pear by an inveſtigation of the ſubjet. In 
| examining the firſt article, I mean to treat 
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there are three objects which take the lead, 


to theſe, are aſcribable to the deſire of happi- 


1 finds that the toil is“ vanity and vexa- 


? 


= only of that pleaſure which flows from ſen- 
K | (ual gratifications and worldly: enjoyments. 
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| pears to have flowed: 


old ; 
at numbers are there, ſo loſt 10 the 


: — rank which they hold in the creas 
tion, and fo regardleſs of the ſeveral obliga- 


tions they are under to God and man, that 


cheir hours are conſumed in ſenſuality and 


ed from their minds, ſave What can awaken 


feſtivity, or ſuggeſt ſome new gratification. 
Ihe former part of the day ib ſpent in de- 


viſing ſchemes how the courſe. of pleaſure 
me! kept up, and the evening employed 
in executing them. That ſuch is the life 
of many we all know: Tears paſs away, 
memory no one action where the inte- 


; reſts of virtue or religion have been inten- 


ly conſulted; and if an benefit ap- 
Tom them . their 


thren, it muſt be imputed to ac 


| J's. themſelves; / it muſt Wen ks : 
_ inviſible agency of that Providence which 
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plans of theſe men merit the title of wiſj- 
dom, or ſecure the poſſeſſion of happineſs? 
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ron the latter, otherwiſe - they would 
- hardl y-facrifice every other conſideration to 
the claims of luxury. Now: the human 
7 Ds is ſo framed and faſhioned by the 
Hand of Nature, that the health and ſtabi- 


ty of it can alone be preſerved, with any 


dere ol ae das urs mangoes Re- 


ſee the voluptuary ſinking under the weight 


| : of languor and debility, or racked by pain 


ently - behold him 
enervated and' emaciated,” and prematurely 
nn under the maladies which accom- 


und Torture. We frequ 


pany old age. Thus, he either falls a victim 
to death before the natural period, or drags 


on a miſerable exiſtence, cut off from the 


een of life. Some, indeed 
8 are, who, by the original ſtrength of 


| by n oonſtitution, ſtand for years: ſeemingly 
unimpaired, and revel in the fruition of 


their licentious wiſhes, without any viſible 
. ſigns of infirmity; as there are trees of ſo 
deep a root, and ſo firm a texture, that 
| they for a * time brave the rigour of in- 
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1 
element ſeaſons, and defy the furious a- 
ſaults of ſtorms and tempeſts: yet ſtill this 
boaſted ſtability is at beſt temporary. The 


machine will, in ſpite of the ſtrength and 


ſolidity of its materials, wear out at laſt; 
and we know that there are a thouſand, 


caſualties which no human efforts can al- 
Ways obviate, becauſe they cannot foreſee 


them able in a moment to ſuſpend and an- 


nihilate all its functions. The delights 


which are enjoyed in the fire and vigour of 
youth, cannot be prolonged, at leaſt, with 
equal ſatisfaction, beyond the term of 
youth; and though habit and cuſtom may 
afterwards: attach us to the ſame purſuits, 


the expected gratifications muſt be compara- 


tively faint and imperfect. The comforts 
of old age ariſe principally from reflection: 
in the declining years of life, the powers of 
the body are too weak to engage in ſcenes 

of tumult and contention ; and the cons 


_ ciouſneſs that our preſent exiſtence: cannot 


but be ſhort, muſt of courſe damp the 


ſpirit of enterprize; and deaden the fire of 
activity, if any ſparks of it yet ſurvive.” 
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( 100 )) 
For what temptation is there to encounter 
toil and danger when the poſſeſſion of that 
which we labour after -may probably be 


cut off for ever, in the very moment of ac- 
quiſition? The higheſt, and indeed the 
only pure conſolation that attends a man in 


his laſt years, ſprings from the remem- 
brance of virtuous actions. He who, when 
arrived at the confines of the next world, 


can reflect that he has done his duty in this, 


that he has acknowdedged no other im- 


pulſe than the glory of God and the good 
of man, and that he leaves behind him an 


example to animate others; ſuch a perſon 
is calm and tranquil; for he poſſeſſes that 
peace which paſſeth all underſtanding, and 
anticipates thoſe joys which tranſcend all 
deſcription." But what is there, in the ſame 


_ circumſtances, to conſole the mind of him 


who, through life, has felt no other influ- 


ence than that of ſenſual pleaſures? He is 
now paſt the enjoyment of all that once 


wothed his appetite, and gratified bis de- 
fires. In the retroſpect of his miſſpent days, 


he muſt be conſcious that he hath encou- 


% 
raged vice by his example, and that, there- 
fore, he may probably have entailed upon 
numbers miſery in this world, and expoſed 
them to puniſhment in the next. It will 
be in vain for him now to ſay, Who will 
ſhew me any good? The time is elapſed 
for the adoption of a new ſyſtem; and he 
finds himſelf arrived at the hour of death, 
tormented by the thought that he hath 
omitted every thing that can mitigate we 
terrors of the ny" of j 95 uam. 15 
1 | 
Riches are ao object 8 men, | 
from the generality and ardour of the pur- 
ſuit, ſeem to think competent'to happineſs. 
It cannot be denied, that, in the hands of 
religious and charitable men, they are pro- 
ductive of eminent advantages. Wealth, 
directed into its proper channels, enlarges 
the ſphere of public good, by animating 
the efforts of honeſt induſtry ; and dimi- 
niſhes the weight of miſery, by alleviating 
the ſufferings of the unfortunate. Thus 
uſed, it is a means of conciliating the fu- 
vour of God, and, conſequently, a means 
| n3 | 0. 
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of happineſs : but is this di rection of wealth 


the general practice of mankind ? Do men 


labour after wealth for the ſole purpoſe, of 
Increaſing their power to do good? Alas! 


the very reverſe is, but too frequently: the 
T he deſire of accumulation, for 
the moſt part, owes its birth to intereſted 
motives; and accordingly, the only end 
propoſed in amaſſing treaſures, is the gra- 
tification. of private views. We ſee many 
ſedulouſly employed in piling one heap 


upon another, and daily adding to their 


ſtores, not with the generous. wiſh. to aſſiſt 


and relieve others, or with the-ſelfith inten- 
tion of Furniſhing luxurious enjoyments for 


themſelves; but. their whole ſatisfaction 


ſieems to reſult from the mere article of aug- 
menting their revenues: that riches in the 


poſſeſſion of ſuch, men, contribute little or 
nothing towards happineſs, is evident; be- 
cCauſe he who has not the ſpirit. either to 
make them inſtruments of good to himſelf 
or to his brethren, is rich only in idea, and 
no farther wealthy than any one who 
a his opulence upon the lait fabric 
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of? a dream. Beſides, it is a known truth, 
that theſe miſers are a continual prey to ap- 


prehenſion and ſuſpicion; knowing ho- 
little they are entitled to the friendly offices 


of others, they look with a jcalous eye upon 


all: in avowed enemies they fancy a direct 


attack upon their deareſt object; and the 


proteſtations of amity and regard they i im- 


pute to the ſame motive of plunder. Hence 


the dread of the firſt, and the want of con- | 


fidence in the latter, are ſufficient to poiſon ” 


every delight, and imbitter every moment 


of their exiſtence. Nor can it be expected 
that the calamities of adverſity, which | 
hourly aflail others, ſhould entirely paſs. 
over them ; and it has been well obſerved 
by an * ancient hiſtorian, that the pleaſure 
of poſſeſſing wealth is not ſo great as the 


mortification which attends the loſs of it. 


But however light theſe attacks of fortune a 


may be, and however faint the impreſſion. 
they make, there is one diſturber, of the 


ee man, | Which no artifiee ; can, 


+ * * Zengphon, ber, han, lib. vii, . 606 3 
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( 104 ) 
elude, and no power can remove; namely, 5 
the certainty of death : he knows that the 

k tenure of his wealth is uncertain, becauſe 
his life is precarious; and if he is tortured 
by the conſideration that he cannot carry it 
with him into the other world, he muſt, at 
the ſame time be ſenſible that, although he 
hath. heaped. up riches, he cannot tell who 

| ſhall enjoy them, or to what purpoſes they. 

may be applied. With regard to thoſe Who 

eſtimate the privileges of opulence only 1 in 
proportion as they co-operate with the de- 

pravity of voluptuouſneſs, there is no need 
to enlarge here, as the ſpecious happineſs of 
ſuch has already been ſhewn to be always 
uncertain, and ſometimes the foundation of 
temporal my” and NC e | 


The laſt ons that was mentioned as 
. exciting the purſuit of mortals, was honour. 3 
That this is not an inconſiderable object, * 

ecident from tlie furious ſtruggles in the 
World for powet; and the vehement con- 

flics for elevation and precedency, which 

almoſt ill the pages of hiſtory : but it will 
not 


(85; 7) 
not require many words to ſhew that it is 
inſufficient to the eſtabliſhment of true hap- 
pineſs. The annals of mankind are, in a 
great degree, the narrative of efforts which 
ambition has erected for the attainment of 
power and dominion. No principles of 
virtue, no ties of j juſtice, humanity, or re- 
ligion, have been regarded when they op- 
poſed the progreſs to empire. Tet numer- 
ous are the inſtances which prove how 
little has been actually gained by the ac- 
compliſhment of ambitious projects: the 
triumphs of one day have been blaſted by 
defeat on the next: and the acquiſition of 
one laurel has frequently had no other ef- 
fect than to enlarge the ſcene of peril, and, 
by opening new proſpects, to increaſe the 
weight of toil and care. If there be labour 
in the purſuit of honour, the poſt, when 
gained, is a poſt of envy, and therefore ob- 
noxious to the hoſtility of men. Where 
there is danger, there is a neceſſity for vigi- 
lance; and where ſo much depends upon 
the precarious co-operation of fortune; there 
muſt! 'Be fuſpicion'; and ſuſpicion naturally 
creates 


74 206 - ) 
creates alarm and diſquietude. Can ſuch a 
ſtate, then, be pronounced the reſidence of 
happineſis? Honourable elevation reſts upon 
the fluctuating point of chance; conſe- 
quently the poſſeſſion of it is inſecure. And 
ſhould it be preſerved, the preſervation of 
it will require daily circumſpection; will 
call for the activity of inceſſant exertion. 
And that ſuch meg are incompatible 
with peace of it needs no Wards: to 
woe +164 41 
tf 

hs are the princi oo objects of, 8 N 
Waere and ſuch the vanity which attends 
them. David, who: had learned wiſdom in 
the ſanctuary of the living God, and been 
taught the inſufficiency of worldly good in 
the ſchool of affliction, directs us at once bo 
real happineſs, © There be many that fay, 
Who will ſhew us any good? Lord, lift 
« thow up the light of thy, countenance 
40 ae us.” — And what greater ſecurity 5 
can there be than the aſſiſtance of Almighty 

Nahen 2. Where can confidence be better 


| nat in er ee Infinite 
Good- 


+ 
[2 
i 
1 
2 
| 


( 107 ) | : 
Goodneſs ? That God will aſſiſt thoſe hgh 
his ſaving. health Who faithfully perform . 
his will, we cannot doubt; for he nas de- 
clared, ©. thoſe that honour me, I will 
% honour.” In this world, indeed, where 


good and evil are promiſcuouſly diſperſed, 


the righteous may be oppreſſed by tempo- . 


ral calamities, But as they look. not for 
complete exemption, from human miſery, 
they labour not under the burthen of in- 


ſupportable diſappointment. When the 


wicked fall in their ſchemes, and the 


ſnar es of affliction compaſs them round 
about, there is nothing which can miniſter 


ſatisfactory conſolation to their minds, 


for they have loſt all that could animate 


their hopes; and the foundations upon 


which their felicity was erected, are over- 
thrown. But it is not ſo with the juſt: 
co trouble and heavineſs may endure. for 2 
5 night, but joy cometh in the morning. 
When the ſtorm of adverſity bears hard 


upon them, when their faireſt expectations | 


in this life are defeated, or thoſe are torn 


from them in whoſe ſociety; aftection re- 
| poſed i its ighef comforts | upon earth, as 


men, 
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men, they cannot but feel the wound, and 


lament this ſeparation from that which 
"they held ſo dear. But when they enter 
into the ſanctuary of the Lord, and call to 
mind the gracious promiſes of God; when 


they look to the end of their being, and 
_ confider it in thoſe views which religion 


points out, they will be ſupplied with firm- 
neſs to ſupport the trial. The complacency 


bol reſignation will blunt the edge of cala- 


mity; and the light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, will appear nothing, when 


_ contraſted with the exceeding and eternal 


weight of glory laid up for the faithful in 
the kingdom of Heaven. Whatever, there- 
fore, our condition is in this life, we have 


| no need to enquire of men, c Who will ſhew © 


eus any good?” Our merciful Creator, will- 
ing that no one of his children ſhould pe- 


riſh, hath clearly and explicitly, by divine 


revelation, aſcertained the means of grace, 
and laid before us rewards ſufficient to ani- 
mate the hope of glory. Happy is the man, 
who, poſſeſſed of abundance in this world, 
is rich og . e works; 1 is Dy | 
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to give, and glad to diſtribute ; thus mak- 
ing to himſelt friends of the mammon of 
unrighteouſneſs, and rendering the cor- 
ruptible treaſures of this life inſtruments 
to procure the bleſſed inheritance of im- 
mortality. Let thoſe, on the other hand, 
who feel the evils of poverty, and are, for 
that reaſon, deſpiſed and rejected of men, 
conſider, that they are not upon that ac- 
count abridged of the favour of God, nor 
excluded from any of the exalted privileges 
annexed to the protection of the Moſt 
High. The dignity of the proudeſt, and 
the riches of the wealthieſt men, are no- 
thing in the ſight of Omnipotence. The 
wicked, perhaps, furrounded by pleaſure 
and delight, may at preſent view the low 
eſtate of the righteous with ſcorn and con- 
tempt ; but let them remember that their 
triumph muſt be ſhort ! that they are haſt- 
ening to that place where all earthly diſ- 

tinctions will be obliterated ; and when 
they ſtand before the tribunal of their Re- 
deemer, they cannot expect to inherit that 
: Weben of which they reviſed the 6 pwE : 
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they behold. the glory of the juſt, M 'e: 
fools accounted his life madneſs, and his 
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e Shep iii. ver. 5. 


Let your converſation be "without covetonſneſs, 
and be content with ſucb things as ye have; 
© for be bath Aid, I Tor. never Ke thee, nor 
1 orate rhee.. . MY 
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Mir a ns 
| neſs, is a common and trite ſaying: 
1 maxim; to the truth of which almoſt all 
men ſubſcribe with. their lips, and. which 
almoſt all deny in their actions and pur- 
ſuits, Whence cometh the tumult and 
buſtle in the buſ y.. ſcenes of life? Whence 
ariſe the furious ſtruggles for elevation and 
precedency, the emotions of envy, the joy 
N and triumph of. ſuoceſs, the grief and mor- 


tification | 
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n of SW The deſire of 
wealth generally operates as the ruling prin- 


85 ciple, and gives birth to the various com- 
motions in the world. If a man wiſhes to 


enjoy the pleaſures and luxuries of life, he 
naturally directs his attention to the attain- 
ment of riches as the means which can 
enable him to gratify his voluptuous de- 
fires. If he is zealous to acquire dignity 


| and. honour, he is alſo, in this caſe, „ 
led to the ſame purſuit; becauſe he „ 
convinced, from experience, that opulence, 


even without a ſingle virtue to adorn it, 
extorts the homage and ſervility of needy 
dependents. When riches hold forth ſuch 
powerful charms; when they ſeem poſſeſſed 
of every thing that can miniſter to the de- 
lights of ſenſuality, or gratify the arrogance | 


f pride, we need not wonder that they 
Bs ſhould frequently filence the di Rates of re- 


ligion, and triumph over the claims of juſ- 


tice and humanity. The man who extends 
no thought beyond the preſent, and whoſe 


views are contracted within the narrow 


e of temporal enjoyments, has 
but 


| ( 7 1 13 ) Wis i 
but one motive of action. He knows ho 
joy, except what reſults from ſucceſs in his 
worldly ſchemes, nor experiences any an- 
guiſh, ſave what ariſes from the mortifica- 
tion of defeat. But is it wifdom to adopt 
this line of conduct in life? Are the avenues 
that lead to wealth thoſe that conduct our 
ſteps to peace and tranquillity ? Various in- 
deed are the projects which men daily form 
for the accompliſhment of their wiſhes, and 
innumerable are the modes deviſed for the 
' attainment of ſubſtantial good. However, 


quently ſuſceptible of the many emotions 
that ariſe from the operation of the rational 
faculties, it is impoſſible that external ob- 
jects ſhould be able to confer perfect hap- 
pineſs. If the pains of the body intercept 
the enjoyment of quiet, it is no leſs true 
that anxiety of mind is equally the embit- 

terer of repoſe; and while we are agitated 

by the hope of good, or alarmed by the 
dread of evil; while we are harrafled by 
WAH or tortured es PO. we 
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i( 724 7) 
ever ſo great, our elevation above others 
ever ſo conſiderable, and our condition on 
this account” ever ſo much an object of 
envy, we muſt ſtill be conſcious to our- 
ſelves that we are wretched, that the edi- 


ice of our welfare, magnificent as it appears 
to the eye of ſpectators, is built upon the 
ſhifting ſand ; that it totters at every blaſt 


that blows, and trembles at OED _ _ 
_ ene e FIG 

The „auth Jun beg on the PREY 
tuous ſtage of life, is animated with hope, 
and glows with the ſpirit of enterprize. In 
the fervour of active zeal he forms the plan 


of happineſs, and draws from the ſueceſſ- 
ful iſſue of it a full completion of all his de- 


fires in this world. Yet how: very ſeldom 


does the event perfectly gratify theſe warm 


ations! - Diſappointment and defeat 
frequently nip the buds of hope, and over- 
whelm the mind with the gloom of deſpair. 
Even if fortune co-operate with the exer- 

on, and ſucceſs attend the endeavour to the 


extent of the moſt ſanguine wiſh, how few 


"OR 4 b 7 2 4 5 . { g 
1 | feel 
7 ; ; > 
1 


„ 
feel themſelves perfectly ſatisfied! how few 
are content with that which they have ac- 
quired! Happineſs is ſtill to be ſought. 
The field of action is enlarged, and what 
at firſt appeared capable of furniſhing ſatiſ- 
factory bliſs, ſeems now to be but a fingle 
ſtep gained towards the acquiſition of ſome- 
thing really important, and eſſentially ne- 
ceflary to complete tranquillity. - For in- 
ſtance, have riches been the object of pur 
ſuit? As they are now obtained, what re- 
mains but to relinquiſh the embarrafiments * 
or ſuſpenſe, and to bid adieu to the ſtrug- 
gles of competition, to cloſe the ſcene f 
labour and ſit down calmly to the enjoy 
ment of the harveſt ? But is this the caſe? _ 
The perpetual diſtractions of the World 
and the general reſtleſſneſs of mankind, give 
melancholy proof of the reverſe. _ Wealth 
_ enlarges the confines'of luxury, and extends 
the dominions of deſire. A thouſand: things 
are crowded into the ſcale of our wants, of 


which the imagination never {entertained 


an idea before. If the opulence which we 


have fortunately ſeized- upon, ſecure to us 
«nut I 2 | [i OPT 
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| many gratifications, we feel at the ſame 
time a conſciouſneſs that an additional ac- 


cumulation of it will put us in poſſeſſion of 
many more. The envious man is tortured 


while he ſees any one whom he is led to 


account happier than himſelf; and the am- 


bitious man, though he may have outſtrip- 
ped his equals in the race of honour, deems 


his triumphs incomplete, and his acquiſi- 
tions imperfect, till he ſhall have arrived at 
the ſame eminence as that which his ſupe- 
riors now boaſt. That this is matter of fact, 


and not the mere effuſion of idle declama- 
tion, is evident from daily experience, and 


clear, beyond the ſhadow of doubt, from the 


records of paſtages, and the evidence of our 


own times. RGA: of empire hath 


queſt; the deſolation of one kingdom has 
% vethet Gunther; 


and rapid advancements to greatneſs have 


only ſtimulated the mind to the acquiſition: 
of new realms, and the propagation of freſh 


6 When alſo the deſire of riches 


F 
* 2 * is 


„„ 
* engroſſed the ſoul, do we ever ſee this : 
defire ſatisfied ? Does the avaricious man 
ever meet with that augmentation. of his 
wealth which can enable him to fay, I am 
content? As fire is nouriſhed by the in- 
creaſe of fuel, ſo is the love of money 
ſtrengthened and enlarged by the acceſſion 
of gold, We ſee men go on piling one 
heap upon another with unremitted aſſi- 
duity, ſwelling their ſtores by extortion, or 
adding to their treaſures by the niggardly 
maxims of parſimony. We even behold 
them in the decline of life, when they 
' tremble under the weight of years, and 
groan under the maladies of old age; when - 
they are admoniſhed by evidence Which 
they cannot queſtion, that the hour of their 
diſſolution draweth nigh, even at this aws 
ful period, we behold them actuated by the 
deſirè of accumulation, equally mortified at 
the leaſt diſappointment of their expecta- 
tions, and equally delighted at the leaſt ad- 
dition to their revenues. This conduct hath 
been well compared, by an heathen author, 
Wo the _ of a man who increaſes his ſtore 
| 13 . 
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of proviſions as his voyage draw nearer to 


a concluſion. But is happineſs, or tran- 
quillity advanced by this ſyſtem of rapa- 
cious covetouſneſs? Is wealth, which, 
undoubtedly, from the ardour of the pur- 


ſuit, promiſes much, really the ſource of 


that good which it holds out to its zealous 


votaries? If there be labour and trouble in 


amaſſing riches, anxiety and care are the 


inſeparable aſſociates of poſſeſſion. The 


avaricious man, as he is conſcious that all 
his views have been directed ſolely to his 
own emolument, muſt, from this conſciouſ- 


neſs, know that he has very little claim to 


the love or reſpect of mankind ; and if he 


does receive the outward marks of attach- 


ment, he muſt be certain that aflurances of 


affection reſult only from the ſuggeſtions of 


private intereſt; that they are merely the 


mercenary profeſſions of the lips, and not 
the ſincere emotions of the heart. On this 
account confidence is a ſtranger to his breaſt, 
and the bleſſings of pure friendſhip :—that 
friendſhip which enhances the bliſs of proſ- 
5 88 and ä the preſſure of misfor- 


* 4 ; tune, 


| ( 119 ) 

tune, are utterly unknown to him. He 
either beholds himfelf an object of contempt 
and deteſtation, or receives the obſequious 


: profeſſions of his attendants; profeſſions, 


5 ſincerity of which he cannot but doubt, 


becauſe he concludes them levelled at his 


treaſures, and made from the expectation 


of participating his wealth. Nor can a 


wretch of this ſtamp enjoy any of the ex- 


alted comforts that flow from religion. As 
it is impoſſible to ſerve God and Mammon, 
his ſervile attachment to the latter excludes 


all ſenſe of duty to the former, and conſe- 
quently renders him deſtitute of that truſt 
which can alone ſupport him in the hour 
of death, and in the day of judgment. Such 
a ſtate ſurely is far from meriting the title 
of happineſs; for the perſon placed in it 
neither enjoys the preſent with tranquillity, 

Nor can he look to the future without hor- 


envy the exalted and the opulent, from a 
ſuppoſition that grandeur and wealth are 
the infallible criterions of happineſs, it is 
evident, from what has been mentioneq, 


IS that | 


B .. 


(31200 
that a man may be very miſerable amidſt : 
all the boaſted diſtinctions which rank can 


_ "confer, and all the delights which riches 


ſeem able to impart. Two things are re- 
quiſite to make temporal poſſeſſions agents 
of real good, and promoters of ſubſtantial _ 
comfort: a virtuous acquiſition and a con- 

tented mind. Affluence can be but a tri- 
vial bleſſing to that man who is conſcious 
that it hath been accumulated by the vio- 
lence of rapine, or the diſhonett i intrigues of 


fraud and cunning. It has ſometimes hap- 


pened, that perſons who had enriched them- 
ſelves by injuſtice, and by means of the 
power thus acquired were able to defy hu- 
man oppoſition, — have been ſo tortured by 
their own thoughts, as to have ſought for 
a refuge by putting an end to their own 
lives. And the man who is not content 
with the things which he hath, however 
en viable his condition may appear to others, 

cannot be happy in himſelf. While his 
welfare ſeems imperfect, he will naturally 
be induced to endeavour to ſupply the de- 
ficiency, and of eourſe he will be expoſed 


6 


Cr) 


to the diſtractions which ever attend the : 


eagerneſs of purſuit. If at one time he be 


animated by the hope of ſucceſs, he may, | 


at another, be alarmed by the apprehen- 


ſions of defeat. And after all, ſhould his 


attempts ſucceed, the object gained may 
finally prove inadequate to his former con- 
ceptions of its value, and a poor compenſa- 


tion for the toil which he hath undergone, | 
and the difficulties he hath encountered 3 in 


the See of it. Tv 


r a in his poco" all Wis 
means of earthly bliſs that the ſons of men 
_ purſue with ſuch inceſſant aſſiduity. If 


ambition could be gratified, he was maſter 


of an extenſive empire, and had thouſands 
round him ready to execute his will. If 
the pleaſures of luxury had any charms, he 
was poſſeſſed of boundleſs wealth, and 

could command whatever might ſboth the 


refined taſte of voluptuous ſenſuality. He 
was beſides endowed with knowledge ſu- 
perior to that of other mortals, and there- 


fore qualified to aſcertain with preciſion, 
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an houfeful of ſacrifices with trite.” 


((n: U 
What might moſt eſſentially contribute to 
his felicity. Yet” this wiſe prince, after 
baving tried the power of grandeur, and 
the luxuries of wealth, ſays, * © Better is a 
dry morſel and quietneſs therewith, than 
And 
again, +Better is a dinner of herbs where 


0 loye is, than a ſtalled ox and hatred 


5 6 therewith,” | 


Theſe are the reflections of 
the wiſeſt of men; reflections, to the truth 
of which who can refuſe his aſſent For 
what real happineſs can exiſt in that ſociety 
from Which confidence and harmony are 
baniſhed? The man who affociates with 
thoſe vchom he knows by experience to be 


treacherous and deceitful, becauſe he thinks 


his intereſt; will be advanced by it, and his 
wealth increaſed, merits all the diſquietude 
and uneaſineſs which he draw upon him- 
| elf by ſuch an aſſociation. A retreat indeed 
from this perfidious aflembly may be at- 
tended with a diminution of his revenue; 
but he gains ran for the Jols 4 which no 
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riches 
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riches: x can make a ſatisfactory co 
tion. Inſtead of ſuſpicion, he meets with 


ſecurity; he finds peace of mind ſubſtituted 


in the room of vexation and diſtraction, and 

real enjoyment in the place of precarious 

dependence, ſubject to daily mortification; 

of courſe, he alſo avoids thoſe temptations 
Which may awaken the fury of anger and 
reſentment, and impel him to the violation 
5 the . law of EN A 


llc. among many e (or it is 180 
able to enumerate the multifarious vanity 
of human purſuits) ſuch are ſome of the 
reaſons why we ought to repreſs inordinate 
deſires, ' and be ſatisfied with thoſe things 
that we have. But theſe are reaſons which | 
_ worldly experience ſuggeſts, and which 
ariſe from a view of the miſery, brought 
upon men by their relinquiſhing the virtue 
of moderation, and reſigning themſelves to 
the tyranny of ambition or avarice. be 
apoſtle mentions a higher motive to con- 
tentment; a motive ſufficiently ſtrong to in- 
_ oP. mind which. has a juſt ſenſe of 
a | religion. 
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religion. Be content, he ſays, with 


_ _* ſuch things as ye have; for God hath ſaid, 
I Will never leave thee, nor forſake thee.” 
The light of nature informs us, that there 


is. a Supreme Being, that we are indebted 


to Him for our exiſtence, and owe every 


thing we enjoy to the voluntary exertion of 
his goodneſs. In addition to our creation 


and preſervation, he hath been graciouſly 
. Pleaſed, by the goſpel of Chriſt, to unfold 
the light of immortality, and hath clearly 


glory may be obtained. He hath likewiſe 
told us, that all things ſhall work together 


for good to thoſe that fear him, and that 
he will never leave nor forſake them who 


5 faithfully truſt in him. As we cannot 


doubt the words of unerring truth, ſo we 
may be affured that nothing can defeat the 


purpoſes of Almighty Power. What then 


are all the pleafures, the honours, and digni- 
ties of this life! what even the empire of the 


Whole world, could it, with all its exalted 


and enviable privileges be centered in one 
8 DEN with the proſpect which 
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Chriſtianity opens to our view! The poſs _ 
ſeſſion of the former; be it ever ſo perfect 


during the term of its duration, is merely 


momentary, When weighed againſt eternity. 
The abſurdity and folly of the ſons of men 


is much aggravated, when, beſides the cer- 


tain knowledge that what we gain cannot 
be kept long, we every day fee proof of 


the inſufficiency of thoſe things to which 


mankind ſacriſice all other conſiderations, 
and are convinced, by the ſtrongeſt evi- 


dence, how little they con tribute to the 
_ eſtabliſhment of that happineſs which they 


offer to their deluded votaries. We are far 


from pretending that real poverty is no evil. 


If it were not, there would be no merit in 


ſuſtaining the preſſure of it; nor would re- 
ſignation to the will of God be entitled to 


any reward. But ſurely this light affliction, 


which is but for a moment, may be pati- 
ently borne, from a conviction that it will 
procure for us à far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. How often do 
earthly parents circumſctibe' the pleaſures 
of their children, and oblige them to ſub- 


mit 


- if 
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mit to that diſcipline which ſeems at the 


lime ſevere and painful, and even a wanton 
exertion of authority! ! [Yet how often,' in 
the ſubſequent part of their lives, are they 


bound to bleſs the hand that corrected them, 


from a_ conſciouſneſs that” if this chaſtiſe- 
ment had been omitted,” they mutt have 


been truly wretched ! Can we ſuppoſe the 
diſcipline of the Moſt High inflicted for leſs 
ſalutary ends? and that he who has all 
the means of good in his hand, will not 


convert them to the happineſs of his crea · 
tures? If we do, We arraign his Sue 
neſs, —Or; can we imagine-that he has in- 


ſtituted laws for the regulation of our con- 


duct, and that he will fail to recompenſt 


thoſe who faithfully adhere; to them? If 


we my we ly th his 0 


1 4 '\ | 22 
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enough to make us contented with our 
preſent lot. Under the auſpices of an human 


patron, we may be juſtly alarmed and diſ- 


Auieted: we may conceive him either igno- 


rant of: the real ſtate of our neceſſities, or 
| | deſtitute 
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deſtitute of the power to avert them. But 


he who truſts in the protection of God, re- 


poſes confidence where it never was, nor 
will be, deceived ; knowing that he will 
never leave, nor forſake him, he is not 
afraid what man can do unto him: though 

he walk through the valley of the ſhadow _ 
of death, he fears no evil; for he is conſ- 
cious, that as no place can ſhroud him from 
the preſence of the Author of his being, ſo 
nothing, either in life or death, can ſe- 
clude him from the operation of his mercy - 
and goodneſs. That we may be enabled to 


attain this bleſſed temper of mind, and reſt 


contented with our preſent lot, from the 
hope of future and eternal happineſs, may 


God of his infinite mercy grant, through _ 
the merits and mediation of Jelus an 
our Lord and Saviour ! | 
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Puoyunns, ha. 1 xviii. ver. 8 


Te Spirit of a man will ſuſtain bis ate 1 
But a wounded ſpirit who can bear o = 


uber the infinity of calamities n 
which every ſtate and condition of 


Nee life abounds; a man ſurely muſt 


have loſt his ſenſes, if, notwithſtanding 
this ſtrong and incontrovertible evidence of 
the miſeries of the world, he imagines chat 

none of them will touch him, and that his 
days here will paſs. away in a ſerene and 
undiſturbed; courſe, of temporal proſperity. 
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wy upward; and whoever wraps himſelf upin 


a fanciful ſecurity that he ſhall eſcape free 
from thoſe evils which all the reſt of his 


_ brethren, in ſome degree or other, are 


obliged to encounter, of neceſſity expoſeth 
himſelf to a double weight of calamity, and 


_ aggravates the preſſure of every trouble, 
when it does fall upon him, by the want of 


a due preparation to ſuſtain it with fortitude 
and patience. | As there is a great variety of 


conditions in which men are placed here for 


the trial of their ſeveral virtues, there muſt, 
of courſe, ariſe a proportion able variety of 
good and evil. Different ſtations have their 
different pleaſures and enjoyments; they 


have alſo their different cares and diſtre 


tions; from which no one is totally clear. 


| : And if the poor and indigent groan under 
the chiſeties attendant upon poverty, and 


are utter ſtrangers to the luxuries and ſoft 


ES enjoyments Which wealth procures for its 


poſſeflors, they are at the ſame time equally 
ſtrangers to the numberleſs diſaſters which 
ever accompany the more exalted ſcenes of 
185 ; 1 8 0 e of the mind Which 


5 | . 
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ſpring from unbounded deſire; thoſe diſtract- 
ing cares which, in ſpite of outward ap- 
pearances, harraſs and torment the heart of 
the wealthy and ambitious man. True 


wiſdom conſiſts in honeſtly and religiouſly 


performing the neceſſary duties of that ſtate 
in which Providence hath vouchſafed to 
place us. Real honour and dignity. ariſe. 
not from a pre-eminence of rank, or a ſu- 
perior abundance of riches:— where the 
more eſſential qualities, probity of heart, 
and a conſcientious attachment to the un- 
changeable laws of virtue and religion are 
wanting; theſe, whatever external parade 
they may appear in, are rather objects to 
attract our contempt than conciliate our 
ſincere eſteem and reſpect. They may be 
aptly compared to whited ſepulchres; fair 
and beautiful without, but within full of 
dead mens bones, and all manner of un- 
cleanneſs. The perſon who ſenſibly feels 


the claims of religion and morality 3 who | > DFE: 
endeayours, as far as the inſufficiency of 


human nature will permit, to.perform thaſe 


offices which his duty towards: God and ta- 
K 2 | | wards 


3 ( 15 
wards. man require from him, fuck: A. per- 


fon will in all probability gain the eſteem 


of his brethren; he will moſt aſſuredly ac- 
quire that which is of far higher import- 
ance, — the approbation of his own conſei- 
ence, and the animating aſſurance that his 
virtuous labours will be accepted at the 
throne of grace, and meet with their due 

reward at the tribunal of his Redeemer. 
Should misfortunes come upon him (for 
virtue is not always accompanied by tem- 
poral happineſs) the envious, the malicious, 
in ſhort, finners of every denomination, 
whoſe whole good is bounded within the 
circle of private intereſt, are ever ready to 
counteract the endeavours of the honeſt 
part of mankind, as incompatible with their 
own profperity ; ; but ſhould misfortunes fall 
upon him from theſe "cauſes; ' ſhould his 
perſeverance in the line of his duty be 


1 thwarted' by the oppoſition of ſelfiſh' and 


| "deſigning men, and, inſtead of crowning 

Him with honour and happineſs, involve 
him in diſgrace and affliction, as he is- ac- 
1 N by OO" of his own conſci- 


— — 


: | againſt all the attacks of Satan. Though : 


* 


Vill from hence be enabled to bear up 


33 ) 
ence, a n finds nothing from within to 
reproach his conduct and convict him of 
any material deviation from his duty, he 


firmly againſt the evil, let it be ever ſo 
heavy. Conſcious. innocence is a ſhield, 

. againſt which the ſhafts of adverſity may 
come, but cannot make any deep impref- 
fon. How forcibly is this truth exempli- 1 
fied in the hiſtory of Job! Noetwithſtan. 
ing the ſevere and complicated miſeries 1 
under which he laboured, he ſtood firm 
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reduced from the higheſt” affluence to the | 
moſt abject poverty ; from being the happy 2 14 
father of a numerous family, cut off from 
theſe domeſtic comforts by caſualties As 
- dreadful as they were unexpected; his 
body at the fame time tormented with all 
the pangs Which diſcaſe and. ſickneſs could 
expoſe it to, in the midſt of this unpara- 
lelled diftreſs, he is ſappotted by conſcious == 
| innocence. His integrity, of which he 
makes ſo ſolemn a proteſtation in the thirty- 
firſt chapter, i is to him'a never-failing ſource i 
3 of | 1 
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of comfort, and an inexhauſtible treaſure of 
ſtrength. Even the terrors of death, at the 
very time when he thought himſelf on the 
point of falling a victim to it, could not 
ſubvert the fortitude of his ſoul, nor ſhake 
the foundation on which his better hopes 
were ſo firmly eſtabliſhed. This was a par- 
ticular caſe. The complicated trials which 
Job underwent, were deſigned as a proof 
to the world how great and excellent the 
virtues of patience and reſi ignation to the 
will of God are: that they can, by their 
unconquerable influence, mitigate: the preſ- 


ſure of the ſevereſt miſery, and keep the 
ſoul undiſmayed i in the midſt of the direft 
afflictions which adverſe fortune can tor- 
ture it with. 


5 is SOAR via that any 861 us, 
” hes Ed] we; may ſuffer from the rigour of 
| adverſity, ſhould labour under ſuch a com- 


© plication of \calamities, as this righteous 


#2 man did. But let them be ever ſo oppreſi- 


ive, ever ſo numerous, what was his 
e and pant may be i ours: 
| let 


2 1 


„ 
let our conduct in the day of proſperity. be 
ſuch as his Was; though the ſcene ſhould 
change, and . beſet us on every ſide, 
the ſame patience will enable us to bear up 
againſt the ſtorm; the ſame hope will ani- 
mate our breaſts, and finally triumph over 
all oppoſition. Such are the powers of 
conſcious 1 innocence, and ſuch the fortitude 
Which flows from the inward teſtimony of 
integrity. Let us now reverſe the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe, and ſee how the matter 
will ſtand upon that ſuppoſition. . We 
have hitherto. ſpoken of a man furrounded 
by misfortunes, but endued with the ability 
of ſurmounting them, by a knowledge of 
his own piety, and a firm confidence in the 
juſtice.and mercy of Heaven. We are now 
to treat of him who is deſtitute of theſe re- 
ſources ; who, inſtead of alleviating his 
88 by communing with his own heart 
when he examines himſelf, finds n 
in his examination which does not reproach 
him with guilt. How miſerable, how in- 
_ ſapportable muſt the anguiſh of mind be in 
15 duch ane As well may we N that 
e the 


„„ : 
ves of the ſen will be fill when the 
ſtorm rages, as that the internal ſtate of ſuch 
à one can be calm and compoſed. The 
. *ſitit of a man will ſuſtain his infirmity ; 
put a wounded ſpirit who can bear? Let 
the perſon ho groans under the burthen 
of conſcious Wickedneſs be, if you pleaſe, 
| in a moſt elevated ſtation of life; let him 
| be firtounded' by mültitudes, whoſe ſole 
bufinefs it is to mihiſter to his pleaſure; Tet 


the fbunds of 'mirth and feſtivity be erer 


Beard in His dwelling; in Hhort, let him be 
pofleſſed of eyery thing Which can, acoord- 
5 ng to the eſtimation of the World, con- 
ciliate earthly good; theſe things, great 
and pleafing as they appear in outward 
form, and capable as they ſeem of ſatisfy- 
ing every wiſh, and fully gratifying every 
defire of the Heart, are generally found de- 
ficient when the conſcience is wounded by 
the remembrance of heinous offences, ſcenes 
of * Pleafure, the incenſe of flattery, the 
pom) and magnificent parade of temporal þ 
: ity, _ the Various _enjoyments which 
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ſources ah comfort to him whoſe BET is 
embittered by the torments of conſcious 
guilt : there is a worm within which pol- 8 
ſons all his delights, and renders all the en- 
| joyments which ſolicit him from without, 
incapable of beſtowing real happineſs. 
What pleaſure, what inward tranquillity | 
can that man have in the poſſeſſion of 
wealth, whoſe conſcience tells him that it 
was acquired by raping and diſhoneſty ! 
That his fortune was raiſed by a violation 
of the laws of Heaven, and an uniform 
| contempt of all the duties of brotherly love | 
and Chriſtian charity! that he owes his pre- 
ſent greatneſs to the ruin of the innocent! 
to crimes far ſuperior in eſſential guilt to 
thoſe for which numbers daily ſuffer an ig- 
nominious death ! What ſutisfaction can 
ſuch a man receive from riches, tortured by 
the reflection of the infamous means 
through which they were amaſſed together 
He may indeed find temporary relief in 
ſcenes of riot and diffipation ; ; a round of 
amuſements, licentious company, and in- 


temperate pleaſures, 852 fe at times obliterate 
the 
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the impreſſion of conſcience, and filence the | 


terrors of guilt ; yet, in ſpite of all his en- 
deavours, he cannot for ever fly from him- 


ſelf; a ſenſe of iniquity will obtrude itſelf | 


on his private hours, and whenever he 
retires from the world, his retirement will 


awaken the anguiſh and torments of ſelf- 


condemnation ; nor will even feſtivity and 
mirth always aol. 


Balthazar, in, 7 midſt 15 his impious 5 


feaſt, ſeated on his throne, and ſu rrounded 
by every thing which could ſooth the vo- 


luptuous mind, felt horror ſhake his trou- 
bled breaſt. When the dread hand-writing 
appeared on the wall, neither the ſhouts of 
adulating thouſands, nor the higheſt enj or- 
ments of luxury, could miniſter the leaſt \ 


comfort. His countenance was changed, 


and his thoughts troubled him, ſo that the 
joints of his loins were looſened, and his. 
knees ſmote one againſt another. What 
this hand-writing was to him, conſcience 
is to every one who is inwardly tortured 


. the remembrance of paſt. enormities. 
V othing 


* it 4 « 
„* 
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fixed, cannot but be an intolerable burthen; | 


*( 139) 
Nothing can be a greater proof of the power 
of conſcience, than that many perſons, 
unable -to bear its weight, have made vo- 
luntary confeſſion of ſecret crimes, and ra- 
ther choſe to give themſelves up to certain 
death, than live a continual prey to the 
horrors of their own thoughts. How many 
alſo, though their wealth, unjuſtly and diſ- 
honeſtly as it had been acquired, had ſet 
them above puniſhment here, and bid de- 
fiance to the power of any earthly court of 
| Judicature, have nevertheleſs been unable 
to enjoy this ſtate of ſecurity. © Conſcience 
is a judge, whoſe awful ſentence cannot be 
counteracted, whoſe ſolemn voice cannot be 
filenced, and whoſe ſerutinizing enquiries 
cannot be evaded by any arts of ſubtlety. 
Her appeals will be heard, in ſpite of all the 
endeavours which the criminal may exert to 
| fly from her tribunal ; and the exiſtence of 
that man in whoſe breaſt her. terrors are 


ſo intolerable indeed hath it ſometimes 


| been, that perſons oppreſſed with it have 


put an end to their lives with their own 
W rather than endure 1 its galling weight. 
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We may furely then ſay, with the greateſt 

1 % wounded ſpirit who can bear?“ 

But the moſt terrible point of view in 

- which we can poſſibly place the horrors of 


- conſcience, is at the ſenſible approach of 
death. If a man, even when he is endowed 


5 N With health and bodily ſtrength, When in 


the ſecure poſſeſſion of every thing which 
conſtitutes happineſs in this World; if a 
man, even in theſe caſy circumſtances, can- 
not ſupport the anguiſh of a wounded ſpirit, 


 . how much aggravated muſt this anguiſh be, 


when he is informed by evidence which 
he cannot queſtion, | that the moment is at 
hand in which all the things which gave him 
ſo much 8 will be ſnatched from him 
for ever! Looking backward to the courſe” 
of His Paſt Hfe, he beholds a ſeries of actions 
' repugnant to the principles of every law of | 
moraälity, and equally repugnant to the ex- 
preſs commands of Heaven: looking for- 
ward, beyond the grave, he is led to con- 
ſider the deciſions of that day when a juſt 
2 1 ah righteous God Will denounce ven- 
„ nde bee ons who have N his 
Bey 2 SS ka I ; , 01 y 
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holy ordinances, and violated the ties f 
charity and humanity. It is not in the 
power of words to give an adequate deſcrip- 
tion of thoſe. terrors which muſt alarm and - 
| harraſs the ſoul of the ſinner at that trying 
crifis. What can he then do to avert or - 
alleviate the pyniſhment which hangs. over 
him? His, ſoul is required of him. An 
humble confeſſion. of his crimes, and pious 
reſolutions of amendment, ſhould life be 
prolonged, are the only means left to ſup- 
plicate the mercy of his offended God. And 
though it be unbecoming preſumption in 
man to affirm. how far a death- bed repent- 
ance may operate, as the real ſincerity of 
it can only be known to that Being who 


ſecrets are hid, it can. ſtill: be a very flight 
alleviation of the miſery of him who is 
thoroughly conſcious that he deſerves the 
utmoſt rigour, of divine indiggation: And 
it is ſurely, at beſt, a very unſubſtantial ac- 
knowledgment of the vanities of the: world, 
to exclaim againſt them When we are at 

Se being cut off bes ds erben 


ment 


() 
ment of them for ever. To repent their: 
of the iniquity i into which they have betrayed 


. us, may, juſtly, be rather imputed to the 


operation of ſear and the dread of future 


puniſhment, than to a firm conviction of 


the heinouſneſs of our guilt and contrite 
forrow for what we have done. It is the 


* 


beſt we ean do in thoſe circumſtances; and 


our contrition, if it be truly ſincere, may 


avail hereafter, fince we are to be Judges 
at the range of . 8 8 | 


We bave VER tel of 55 kate + 


of the wicked man, upon a ſuppoſition that 


he reaps the harveſt of his villany, and en- 


Joys the fruits of it in undiſturbed ſecurity. 


It appears, even from this repreſentation of 


the matter, that his condition i is far from 
being enviable; far, very far from being 
What it appears to be to the eye of an in- 
. different ſpectator. Conſcience is a perpe- 


tual ſource of inquietude and diſtraction to 


his mind; and while, in outward appear- 


ance, he ſeems perfectly happy, he is in his 


ee eiten a prey heed anxiety _ and 
horror. 


wy 1 98 
horror. Now, ſhould the misfortunes of life 


fall upon him; ſhould his wealth be taken 
from him, ſhould his power and influence . 
in the community be abridged ; ſhould his 


name, once honoured and reſpected, become 


a term of reproach and contempt among his 


| brethren; ſhould theſe, or any other caſual- 
ties incident to the lot of mortals be his 
portion, how will he, who could not even 


ſuſtain the terrors of a wounded ſpirit, be- 
able to bear this reverſe of fortune! to 


have the conſciouſneſs of guilt a torture to 
him, on the one hand, and the loſs of thoſe 


things, on the other, for whoſe acquiſition - 
he heſitated not to violate every precept of 
mortality, and every dictate of religion! 


Here the ſtorm falls where there is no pre- 
paration to bear it; the weight is laid where 
there is no foundation to ſupport it; the aſ- 
ſault is made from with 8 and within 
there is nothing to reſiſt it. This is ever 
the caſe when the judgments of God fall 
r Aa wicked perſon; We the Provi- 
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and his own conſcience torments him from 


within; when that which ſhould be his only 
comfort and ſupport i in the day of trouble, 
proves itſelf the greateſt and moſt inſup- 
portable part of his calamity, this is in- 
feed, a truly miſerable: caſe, and can be ex- 
. ceeded by nothing but that. whereof it is 
a part and a forerunner, - even the ſtingings 

of that worm which never dieth. In all 


| | other caſes, © the ſpirit of a man will fuſtain 


< his infirmity; but when the ſpirit itſelf is 
' this. wounded, who can bear it? When 
David, awed by the words of: the prophet, 
was made conſcious how great a criminal 
He had been, he is moſt deeply wounded by 
-a.ſenſe. of his grievous tranſgreſſions. Af. 
_ terwards, When he was driven from his 
kingdom; by rebellion, and obliged to ſeck 
refuge in obſeure and ſolitary retreats, his 
pirit, undaunted in the midſt of this diſtreſs, 
ears it all with patience and reſignation, | 
n God, 
| - 
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and a firm reliance on his almighty power, 


he ſupports himſelf againſt all evils which 
aſſail him from without. Though his ſoul was 
diſquieted within him, he penitentially 


ſays, Hope thou ſtill in God, for I will 


yet truſt in him, who is the health of my 


countenance and my God. When Peter, after 


having thrice denied his Lord and Maſter, 


was admoniſhed of his guilt by the evi- 


dence which Chriſt had before mentioned; 


he went out, and wept- bitterly : - But af- 


terwards, when, in defence of the evan- 


gelical miniſtry, he was expoſed to all 
the evils which malice and bigotry could 


ſuggeſt; or the vindictive arm of authority 
inflict, he ſtood firm in the ſevere trial of 


his faith. Conſcious integrity was his de- 


fence, and ſupported him againſt all the 
attempts made to ſhake it; nor could the 
terrors of death itſelf alienate his ſoul 
from the principles which he had adopted. 


When Paul, in the preſence of Felix, ſpoke. 
of righteouſneſs, temperance, and judgment 


to come, the governor of Judea trembled. 
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( 2146+) 
But from whence did the apoſtle * ſo 


much weight and authority as to be able 
to intimidate Felix, even on the judgment 


5 ſeat? He was deprived of every thing 


| which, in human eſtimation, could com- 
mand ſuch deference to his words. Whence 
then proceeded this wonderful effect of his 


cloquence? Felix had been guilty of vio- 


lating the laws of equity, by -rapine and 
extortion in his government, for which 
conduct he was afterwards removed by the 
Roman Emperor; he had alſo been no- 
toriouſly guilty of a breach of chaſtity, by 
ſeducing and marrying. the wife of ano- 
ther. The apoſtle therefore, having elo- 
quently diſplayed the characters of righte- 
_ ouſneſs. and temperance, concluded with 
a ſolemn repreſentation of the future judg- 
ment, when the violation of theſe virtues 
would meet with their merited reward 
at the tribunal of unerring juſtice. The 
governor of Judea, great and powerful as 
he was, funk under the forcible language 
of truth. His ſoul was conſcious that he 
I | : | had 


( 247 ) 


had offended in theſe eminent points, and 
could not ſuſtain itſelf againſt the appre- 
henſions of the dreadful puniſhment en- 
tailed upon ſuch enormous criminality. 
Can there be a ſtronger argument in fa- 
vour of the poſition in the text than this? 
A man, arrayed in power and authority, 
trembling at the words of his priſoner, 
and intimidated by the awful denunci- 


ation of one whom the breath of his 


mouth could have e to im mediate 


death! 


At ak 2 an endleſs taſk to cite all | 
the inſtances which may be produced from- 


ſeripture on this ſubject; nay, every hiſtory 


8 will furniſh us with examples. I will con- 


tent myſelf by mentioning one from our 
own, with which few of you, I believe, are 


unacquainted. It is of. that celebrated 
prieſt and ſtateſman who, after having 


governed both his king and country juſt 


as his own intereſt and paſſions impelled 


him, ſuddenly fell from the height of 
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+ power, was diſpoſſeſſed of his umu - 
lated wealth, and became the ridicule of 
thoſe very perſons whom, in the hour 
of his exalted fortune, he had inſelently 
trampled upon. But mark his reflections 


in the ſeaſon of adverſity; hear him, in the 


bitter atiguiſh of his ſoul, complain, not 
that his ample poſſeſſions were gone, not 
that he had loſt the favour of his ſovereign, 
nor that his enemies had triumphed over 
him, — but that he was deſtitute of the ap- 
probation of his own conſcience. Had I, 
fays he, but ſerved my God with half the 
zeal that I have ſerved my king, he 
would not have left me defenceleſs. Were 


all well within, the ftorms and. tempeſts 


Which now affault me from without, 
would be vain and ineffectual. — Let all 
thoſe who burn with the inſatiable love 
of the vanities of the world contemplate 
theſe things! Let them ſtrip them of the 


ſplendid trappings with which they are 


decorated, and view them in their genuine 
e If ye are 8 by the impulſe, 


of 


Be 


EF 


of ambition, to acquire rank and ſuperi - 
ority, let it not gain ſuch prevalence over 


your better affections, as to induce you 
to ſacrifice your duty as Chriſtians at the 
altar of earthly dignities! Be aſſured, that 
any honour which you can obtain by 
fraud and diſhoneſty, will never anſwer 
your eager expectations; it may indeed raiſe 


you in the eyes of the world, and give 


you external conſequence ; but it will for 
ever ſink you in your own eſteem ;' and 
every moment the means by which you 
procured it preſent themſelves to your 
thoughts, the agitation of your mind will 
be, as it were, an age of diſquietude to 
you. If, when you ſee the pleaſures, and 


amuſements which riches procure for their 
poſſeſſors, you ſhould feel yourſelves agita- - 


ted by the deſire of the ſame, ' conſider 


what the conſequences may be, ſhould 


Jou place yourſelves in the fame condi- 
tion by treſpaſſing on the rights of hu- 
manity, and the injunctions of religion! 


"EE" it 'be ſuppoſed, that you' gain your 
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end, without detection of the diſhoneſty 
which you have unfeelingly exerted in the 
proſecution. of it, ſtill you cannot conceal 


this from yourſelf; conſcience is a monitor 


which will often alarm, you with your 
gwlt ; and the nearer you draw towards the 
grave, the ſtronger, and more dreadful will 


her voice be; ſhe will tell you that, although 


vou have eſcaped here, there is a trial you 


muſt undergo, far more terrible than any 


here, before a Judge whoſe knowledge.can- 
not be deceived, and,whoſe juſtice cannot 
be evaded. To reverſe theſe terrors, we 
have. nothing to do but to act up to our 


; duty as men and Chriſtians. If we faith- 


fully perform that which is required of us, 


we ſhall be endued with fortitude: from 
above to undergo, any afflictions which it 


may pleaſe Heaven, in its infinite; wiſ- 


dom, to oppreſs us with. A conſciouſneſs 
that we have endeavoured, according to 
our | beſt abilities, to fulfil our reſpective 


obligations, will enſure to us that peace 
"8H, paſſeth all . ; that peace 
Which 


Ein 
which the world, with all its treaſures, 
cannot give to the wounded breaſt; and 
which the world, with all its power, can- 
not take away from him whoſe own con- 
ſcience acquits and abſolves him. 
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For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, ' 
and his ears are open unto their prayers ; but Fi 
— Jace of 1 the Lord i ts againſt them that 4 | 1 

evil. 
And who is he that wa Barm you, . ye be 
Followers of that which is goods | 


F we take into conſideration the neceflity 
of a Supreme Being, and find ae, 
upon mature and ſerious reflection, impelled 1555 
to acknowledge that there is a Deity who 1 
created the world, and all that therein is, 
we muſt of neceſſity, at that ſame time, 
: dag that this Power Who made all 1 


— * " "4, ns... 1 
DPF —— pony mh 4 
J d od I ans + > hehe OD Racers * — 
C243) — 2 — . m - 
; — — 2 5 6 — — — W. * 
8 — — — 


2 
— 
= 
_ 
LY 


o c 
* ov 
* 2 


* 
9 
7 
* 
75 
* 
* 
q . 
* 
3 *. 


. 


„ : (= 154 55 eee e tr 
things, is poſſeſſed of perfection in the highh- 
eſt degree. If we entertain a ſuppoſition that 
_ the attributes of God, namely, that his 

power and knowledge, his goodneſs and 

mercy, are circumſcribed,” ' we form an 
idea totally incompatible with that of the 

Supreme Being. He is, upon fuch a fup- 

_ poſition, diveſted of thoſe qualities that mark 

the diſtinction between finite and infinite, 

between perfection and imperfection. We 
cannot, therefore, admit the belief ofa God, 
without annexing to that belief that he is 
endowed with power and knowledge, with 
gpadneſs and mercy in the moſt extenſive 
enſe. Nor can we adopt theſe ſentiments, 
without confeſſing that he, who in the 
beginning made the world, ſtill gov erns it 
with his pervading influence ; that all things, 
however ſtrange and inexplicable they may 
appear to the contracted ideas of prefump- 
tuqus mortals, in the preſent adminiſtration, 
of ithe world, are,- neverthelets, under the 
controul and governance of an all-wiſe and 
an all- powerful Director. Allowing this, 


. n all uredly we muſt allow it, or 
C3 r | - confeſs 


*. 
Wn. + 
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2 ourſelves atheiſts, we cannot but 
conclude that this Almighty. Being looks 
down with his eſpecial favour upon thoſe 
who are obſervant of his precepts, and 
_ exert their utmoſt endeavours to walk obe- 
diently in thoſe ways which he outs vouch- 
ſafed to l rn. 


We 8 rat ak. that his. ——_ 
and indignation will, on the other hand, 


be poured down upon thoſe diſobedient 
ſubjects who revolt Nom his laws, who 
violate thoſe ſtatutes which he hath im- 
poſed, and the obſervance of which he 


hath conſtituted to be. their eſſential duty. i 
If the matter be, as it hath been ſtated, 


how does it happen in the occurrences of 


life, that immorality and avowed irreligion 


triumph in the accompliſhment of. their 
iniquitous. projects? Whence is it that 
men, who have openly violated every ſo» 
cial duty, and derided the ſacred ordinan- 


ces inſtituted by Heaven, whence. is it that 


they, notwithſtanding this impious conduct, 
revel at — in wealth, De dignity, 


and | 
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| Undin'the full poſſeſſion of every thing that 


In human eſtimation conſtitutes the ingre- 
Aents of temporal happineſs? How comes 


Þ to paſs, that while the wicked live i in 


this great profperity, and flouriſh, 


the Platmiſt ſays, like a green eye in 


perpetual verdure, the juſt and righteous 


are frequently ſeen groaning under the 


prefſure of calamities, oppreſſed by poverty, 


or” expoſed to the tyranny of unrelenting 
perſecutors If there be a God, how: 1s 


ſuch an unequal diſtribution of comfort and 
miſery | conſiſtent with his fupreme at- 
tribates? If his knowledge be infinite and 


unbounded; he cannot but know that ſuch 

aà diſpenſation obtains in the world; and if 
bis power be uncircumſeribed, he cannot 
but be poſſeſſed f ability to miniſter re- 
dàreſs; to caſt down the evil and preſump- 
tuous from their exalted eats, and elevate 
8 = juſt and the humble.” The apoſtle ſays, 


The eyes of the Lord are over the right- 


*' eons, and his ears are open unto their 


4 prayers; but the face of the Lord is 
hs hk a them that ue evil. —And who is 
6. 60 he 


* 


( 
che that will harm you, if ye be followers. 
«, of that which is good? Any one Who 
takes but a ſuperficial view of the arrange - 
ment of human affairs, may perhaps be led 


to conclude that the words of St. Peter are 
irreconcileable with.the true ſtate of things 
in this life: that if God takes no cogniz-— 
ance of the crimes and virtues of men, by 


puniſhing the former and rewarding the 
latter, ſuch declarations are incompatible 


with the plain matter of fact; as no one 


can doubt a moment, if he looks into the 


world, that the wicked frequently ſucceed 
to the utmoſt of their ſenſual wiſhes, and 
that the righteous frequently fail in their 


attempts to obtain a much more honeſt and 


a much leſs advantageous ſituation. But 


whoever does adopt this opinion ; whoever 
does, from a conſideration of good and 
evil, as they are diſpenſed in this ſtate of 


probation, believe that the Moſt High is 
indifferent to the intereſts of virtue, and 
eſtabliſhies no diſtinction between works of 5 
godlineſs and thoſe of impiety. - ſuch a one 


"ous his arguments upon on premiſes, 


and 


o n 
and draws concluſions not leſs erroneous 
than they are derogatory to the power, the 
goodneſs, the mercy of God, and, in ſhort, 
every ſuperior attribute of excellence which 
we can aſcribe to the Almighty Ruler of 
the univerſe. The Deity, when he vouch- 
ſafed to call the world from the womb of 
darkneſs and confuſion, and to give to man 
the poſſeſſion of it, and the power over 
every thing created, at the ſame time aſ- 
ſigned him immortal happineſs in Eden, 
provided he paid due obedience to certain 
laws. Theſe laws were violated. In con- 
ſequence of this violation, our firſt parents 
were expelled from Paradiſe, and their race 
ever after doomed to labour, affliction, and 
mortality. Yet, in the very denunciation 
of this righteous puniſhment, Heavenly 
merey interpoſed, and gave an intimation 
of man's future victory over the grand ſe- 
ducer. In ſucceeding ages, God left not 
mankind ignorant of what was their indiſ- 
penſable duty; and ratified his ordinances 
by the incontrovertible evidence of al- 
mighty power. Afterwards, in the fulneſs 
8 | of 


- 
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of time, he vouchſafed to ſend his 4 
Son, that he might be a propitiation for 
the ſins of the world; that he might re- 
move every doubt from the mind, diſpel 
all the gloom which had hitherto perplexed 
the Gentile nations, and place the certainty 
of a future ſtate and its conſequent rewards 
and puniſhments in the cleareſt point of 
view. Now, can any thing be more abſurd, 
more repugnant to the common deductions 
of reaſon, than to ſuppoſe that the Being 
who hath deigned, in compaſſion to the 
infrmities of men, to inform them clearly 
of their reſpective duties, and to animate 
them to a due diſcharge of what he re- 
quires, by the proffer of incorruptible 
glory and immortal happineſs ; — can any 
thing be more abſurd than to ſuppoſe that 

the Supreme Being, after having graciouſſy 
done all this, ſhould be ſo regardleſs of the 
conduct of his creatures, as to make no 
diſtinction between thoſe who are faithful 
and obedient ſubjects, and thoſe who have 
ſeized every opportunity of tranſgreſſing 
bis precepts for the gratification of their 


1 
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own immoral wiſhes? Much more abſurd 
will the concluſion be, if we ſuppoſe that 
a diſtinction does actually obtain in favour 
of the latter; that is, that while the unſe- 
duced ſervants of their Lord and Maſter 
perſevere in the ſtrict performance of their 
duty, they are, even on account of this 
ſteady attachment, involved in diſtreſs and 
wretchedneſs; that, on the contrary, they 
who diſcard every idea of allegiance, who 
diſavow all the humble claims of the poor 
and needy, and trample with inſolence 
upon whatever religion enjoins, are fre- 
quently the favourites of fortune, and have 
at their command every thing which can 
ſooth the overbearing arrogance of pride, 
and gratify the licentious deſires of voluptu- 
ouſneſs.— To prevent you from adopting; 
from even harbouring ſuch ſentiments as 
theſe, ſentiments totally repugnant to all 
notions which we can rationally entertain 
of the Deity, I will endeavour to clear up 
the matter, by ſhewing you the miſtaken 
opinions of man, and by evincing the moſt 
8 wiſdom of God in his preſent 
$70 Es diſpenſation. | 


(ier 5 


diſpenſation.— With regard to the real con⸗ 


dition of thoſe perſons whom the world is 
diſpoſed to eſteem happy, and even to envy, 
on account of the accumulation of proſ- 


perity which they ſeem to enjoy, and alſa+ 


touching thoſe who are in general looked 
Upon as miſerable in the higheſt degree, —in 

both caſes the public eſtimation may be to- 
tally wrong, or at leaſt very erroneous: in 
conſequence, the argument will not hold 


good. Are things always in their eſſential 


qualities, exactly what they appear to the 
eye of the obſerver? Is a ſplendid outſide 


the ſure criterion and the infallible atteſta- 
tion of real peace of mind within? Be- 


cauſe a man hath the pre- eminence over 
thoſe around him in honours and dignities, 


does it follow of courſe that he is equally; 


pre-eminent in inward tranquillity ? We. 
all know that a ſepulchre, however fair 
and beautiful it may appear outwardly, is 

within full of impurity e 


As true happineſs and really ſubſtantial. 


content ariſe ſolely from the ſerious reflec- 


e of the mind, it is abſurd for us to 
* 6 conclude 
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conclude thät any one is ; ſupremely happy, 
unleſs we can thoroughly ſearch into his 
ſecret thoughts, and by ſuch an inveſtiga- 
tion be ſatisfied that there is no deception 
nin the outward appearance. | There are 
ſeveral paſſions implanted by nature in the 
human breaſt, which have power ſufficient 
to embitter the days of the moſt exalted 
mortal, and render the ſplendid feats of the 
moſt opulent the reſidence of care, trouble, 
and difquietude. — Envy, pride, ambition, 
ill nature, and the long train of the other 
paſſions to which we are in every ſtation 
ee er are uneaſy and painful aſſoci- 
J es: —nay. any one of theſe, if it obtains 
an undue influence, and ſubjects us to its 


| tyrannical government, is enough to coun- 
_ teractevery attempt in the purſuit of happi- 


Þ neſs; is able to render us completely miſer- 


able, in the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of the word, 


though at the ſame time fortune ſhall have 


. uniformly 'co-operated - with our wiſhes, 
and ſhowered down temporal bleſſings on 
our heads, Saul, after the defeat of the 
N could not ws been looked 
e upon 


K 
upon by his ſubjects in any other light than 
that of a happy prince, on account of ſuch 
| Hignal ſucceſs. Vet this very victory (ac- 
teptable and glorious as it was to his peo- 


ple) though perhaps it conſtituted the ſafety 


of his kingdom, this very triumph proved 
a ſource of uneaſineſs and mortification to 
him. He was ſtung with envy, and could 
not bear the acclamations and praiſes 
which were publicly beſtowed upon David, 
though to his conduct alone the ſucceſs was 
juſtly to be aſcribed. © * Saul was very 
„ wroth, and the ſaying diſpleaſed him; 
* and he ſaid, They have aſcribed unto 
« David ten thouſands, and to me they have 
« aſcribed but thouſands ; and what can he 
* have more but the kingdom?“ Here we 
ſee how far any paſſion, unreſtrained in its 
licentious violence, may extend its opera- 
tions. Saul, even from envy of the virtues 
of an inferior; of a man who had led his 

armies to victory, and returned n in 


* x Samuel, chap, xviii. ver. 8. 


2 7 triumph, 


.) 
triumph, feels his mind, from that very cir- 
cumſtance, for ever diſpoſſeſſed of tran- 
'  .quillity:: and to this were owing all the 
ſubſequent. calamities which befel that un- 
happy and infatuated prince.—Haman alſo, 
though in the poſſeſſion of all the honours 
and dignities which the profuſe liberality of 
an indulgent and powerful monarch could 
beſtow, was deſtitute of peace of mind, 
becauſe Mordecai ſtill fat at the king's gate. 
= The deſtruction however which, he had 
= - _ deſtined for. his poor (and, as he thought, 
= deſtitute and unfriended) victim was turn- 
| ed upon himſelf; and he ſuffered upon the 
very ſpot. which he had aſſigned for the 
' execution of the other. What do theſe 
examples of divine juſtice teach us? Moſt 
aſſuredly, that the face of the Lord is 
againſt them that do evil. Since from 
hence it appears, that the happineſs of the 
wicked is not always eſſentially what it 
appears to be, it is equally as true that 
the adverſity of the righteous is not always 
ſo deplorable and ſo ſevere as it is judged to 
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be from viſible circumſtances. If poverty 
and diftrefs be the temporal portion of a 
good man, he is able to bear the burthen 


patiently, from a conſciouſneſs that what 


he ſuffers does not originate from his own 
profligacy and miſconduct. The reflections 


arifing from this conſciouſneſs may furely 
have power to blunt the edge of common 
calamities, and diffuſe peace and tranquil- 


lity over his foul. The effect will appear 
in refignation, in a pious ſubmiſſion to the 
will of that Being who orders every thing 


here according to the deciſions of conſum- 


mate wiſdom, and will hereafter juſtify 
them by the open decrees of perfect equity. 
And undoubtedly that man can hardly be 


pronounced unhappy, who truſts in the 
mercy of his Almighty Creator ; who per- 
ſeveres, in ſpite of all oppoſition from with- 
out, in the line of his duty, and looks for- 
ward to a future ftate with the animating 
hope of there receiving a glorious and per- 
fect compenſation for all the evils which 
be undergoes here. The Holy Scriptures, 

N 5 e meant 


r 


' 
1 
1 
* = z 
7. 
_— 7 : 
=. 4 
'* 
- 2 > 
i 
j 


r 


- 
f ry 5 Gs. has 
r * 


{ 166 ) 


meant to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, pro- 
poſe to us, as examples worthy of our 
cloſeſt imitation, the lives of juſt and right- 
eous men. But are theſe perſons always 
arrayed in the ſplendid trappings of earthly 
proſperity? Are they deſcribed to us as 
- uniformly poſſeſſed of wealth, rank, and 
dignity above others? The very reverſe is 
frequently the caſe. They are often ſhewn 


groaning under the preſſure of accumulated 


misfortunes, and ſuffering the ſharpeſt ex- 
tremities of temporal wretchedneſs. Their 
ſouls are filled with the ſcornful reproof of 
the wealthy, and the deſpitefulneſs of the 
proud. They are abridged of all the con- 
veniences of life, and cut off from all the 
bleſſings of ſociety : yet theſe very men are 
repreſented by the word of God, as the 
_ peculiar favourites of Heaven. Undoubted- 
ly then the Supreme Being vouchſafed to 
impart to them an adequate ſupply of his 
divine grace in this world, and will in the 
next receive them into the kingdom of his 
incorruptible glory. " Though the apoſtle 
ſays, 


( 03675 | 

ts * the eyes of the Lord are oyer the 

i righteous, and his ears are open unto 
5 their prayers; but the face of the Lord is 
againſt them that do evil,” he certainly 
does not mean either that the lives of the 
former were of courſe to paſs in an unin- 
terrupted current of eaſe, or that the latter, 
in conſequence of their avowed immorality 
and irreligion, would be perpetually har- 
raſſed by temporal calamities; for he adds, 
if ye ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake, happy 
* are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, 
% neither be troubled.” — The immediate 


delegates of our bleſſed Redeemer were 


expoſed to the moſt ſevere trials of their 


faith; their miſſion was to oppoſe the root- 


ed prejudices of a diflolute world, a world, 


on the one ſide (namely that of the J ews) 


obſervant of the ceremonies, but neglectful 
of the weightier matters of the law, pre- 
poſſeſſed hy a firm opinion that their Meſſiah 
would be a powerful victorious prince, and 
elevate them in triumph over their yan- 
Ott mies: a world, on dhe other 
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ide (that of the Gentiles) l 
with idolatry, and ſlaves to ſuperſtition, 
yet armed with ſovereign power and au- 
thority. The apoſtles, however, unterrified 
by this formidable appearance of oppoſi- 
tion, entered cheerfully upon their ſacred 
miniſtry, encountered with invincible for- 
titude every difficulty, and even laid down 
their lives in vindication of the faith which 
they had adopted. In their utmoſt diſtreſs, 
they would have rejected the offer of life, 
though it had been accompanied with all 
the luxuries, and dignified with all the 
- "privileges which power, wealth, and rank 
could beftow. They were convinced that 
God, the Almighty Ruler of the univerſe, 
Heard their prayers, and would at his own 


appointed time redreſs their grievances by — 


a reward, counterbalancing all the miſeries 
they had ſuſtained the e of immor- 


7 ona ee 


Let us not then with our ehotiaftcd 
ideas, with our inability to comprehend 
the diſpenſations of n W arraign 
5 the 


T1091) 
the methods of his providence ! = God 
hath placed us here in a ſtate of pro- 
bation, hath clearly informed us what 
he requires from us in all ſituations, 
and declared, that by our obedience to 
his laws we ſhall be happy for ever. 
If, in our paſſage through this che- 
quered ftate of exiſtence, it be our lot 
to experience the calamities of poverty 
and diſtreſs, let us remember that our 
ſufferings cannot but be ſhort ; that all 
the evils of life are to be ſubmitted to 
with patience, becauſe they are the dif- 
tribution of perfect wiſdom ; and that 
they who act obediently to the word of 
God, will finally receive a ſatisfactory 


reward. —Why do men in this life wil- 


lingly encounter difficulties and hard- 
ſhips? Why do they (as is frequently 
the ' caſe) abandon eaſe at home, and vo- 
tuntarily expoſe themſelves to the perils 
of the ocean and all the diſaſters of un- 
wholeſome climates? That they may 
e e I 5 and, at their return, , paſs 
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(een 
the remainder of their days in > aha 
and ſplendor. 


"If theſe . 1 are 3 8 & 
if theſe dangers, dreadful and unayoid- 


able as they are, are are braved. for the ac-. 


quiſition of temporal benefits, how much 
more incumbent is it for us to labour 
in the purſuit of that reward which re- 
ligion offers to the virtuous endeavours 
of men! The value of the latter is in- 
finitely ſuperior to that of the former; 
true wiſdom therefore requires an exer- 


tion on our ſide, adequate to this infinite 


difference. Fully perſuaded of this, let 
us act in that manner which ſuch a per- 


ſuaſion reaſonably demands; and if in 
the proſecution of our honeſt and virtu- 


ous purpoſes, either adyerte fortune or 
the efforts of the wicked thwart our 


wiſhes and involve us in worldly misfor- 


tunes, let us never relinquiſh our depend- 
ence upon- God; let us look to the 
final event, and remember that every 


ſeming irregularity will at the laſt day 


nn | 
be cleared up, and the diſpenſations of 
Divine Providence ſatisfactorily yindicated 
before the aflembled- univerſe ; © for the 
*« poor ſhall not alway be forgotten; the 


e patient abiding of the meek ſhall not 


“ periſh for ever.“ 
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SERMON X. 


W 


EccLESIASTES, chap. xii. ver. 7. 
Then ſhall the duſt return to the earth as it 


was ; and the ſpirit ſhall return unto God 


who gave it. 


NEATH hath been ſtyled, of all dreadful 


things, the moſt dreadful. . When 
men conſider the troubles and calamities to 
which this ſtate of our exiſtence is expoſed, 
their minds are but ſlightly alarmed by the 


general ſurvey of human miſery. They 


look upon many evils as the local ſcourges 
of particular regions, and many as confined 
to particular departments of life. Such, 
therefore, though they may excite ſenti- 
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( 174 ) 
ments bf compaſſion towards the unhappy 
ſufferers, little diſquiet thoſe who know 


that they are placed out of the ſphere of 
their baneful influence; and, even touch- 


ing thoſe diſaſters which may probably be 
their lot, they flatter themſelves that they 
{hall be able either to elude them by ſkill 
and addref,, or ſurmount them by activity 


and fortitude. Health, they imagine, may 


be ſecured and perpetuated by temperance : 


and exerciſe. The preſſure of poverty may 


be alleviated by the diliggnt exertions of the 
body, or the prudent meditations; of the 
mind; and the difficulties which competi- 


tion or hoſtility ſhall throw in their way, 
may be vanquiſhed by the ſtrenuous efforts 
of mattly perſeverance. Theſe are the flat- 


tering chances that animate and nouriſh 


hope in our progreſs through the precarious 


circumſtances of this world: but death is 


| what no one hath hitherto eſcaped, nor is 


any one fo abſurd as to conceive that he 
ſhall be diſtinguiſhed by an exemption from 
the common lot: and if we had no other 


. chan the faint nn of natural 


reaſon 


6 
wes to alliſt and conſobe our minds in 
the contemplation of mortality, dreary at 
leaſt, if not inſupportably painful would 
our reflections be, Whenever we turned our 
thoughts towards this certain termination 
of all our proſpects here; this fatal doom, 
which neither power nor wealth can arreſt 
or even retard. It is indeed true, that 
ſome of the wiſer heathens embraced the 


belief of a future ſtate, as the only ſatisfac- 
tory refuge againſt the evils of life and the 
terrors of death; yet ſtill, in fpite of all 


arguments upon the ſubject, their deduc- 
tions at laſt amounted to nothing more 
than probability. They candidly acknow- 


ledged that their opinion might be errone- 


ous, though they willingly cheriſhed it, 


becauſe they were conſcious of its preſent 


benefits, and certain that, if it ſhould prove 
a mere deluſion, they could ſuſtain no in- 
Jury after death by the adoption of it here: 
But if even the reaſoning of theſe enlight- 
ened philoſophers was thus uncertain and 
inconcluſive, what muſt have been the 
condition of the illiterate n They 
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were unable to enter into ſimilar diſquiſi- 
tions; of courſe they were deſtitute of 
thoſe reſources that reſulted from profound 
meditation; they had nothing to oppoſe 
againſt the evils that threatened them, ex- 
cept that ſullen courage which reſulted 
from deſpair, or that which was courage I 
only in appearance, becauſe it ſprung not 
from a magnanimous and deliberate. con- 
tempt of danger, but from ignorance of the 
real calamities into which _ were about 
o be ata = Y» | A 


3 it 1 hs e fi ning, diſtin- 
| guiſhed by the endowments of reaſon, is 


ſuperior to the brute part of the creation; 


yet if you abridge him of the privileges of 
immortality, and confine all his hopes and 
expectations to the contracted theatre of 
this world, what will be the conſequence ? 


The very quality by which he claims pre- 


eminence, becomes a ſource of the bittereſt 
anguiſh. That reaſon, by which his 
mind adverts to the future, points out 
the certainty of death, and tortures 

2 him 


C197 2 
tures him with thoſe gloomy apprehenſic ions; 
from which the irrational animal is free, 
by the very want 28 20" Rn 
page ol 


In order to place this matter in the clear- 


eſt point of view, let us contemplate 'man 


as happy or unhappy in this world, and 
Judge of his condition, touching that death 
to which he muſt ſubmit. Let us conſider 


what reflections may be ſuppoſed to ariſe 


at the hour of his departure, from a pre- 
e dildelief of a future ſtate, 


« O death (4% the FO of Sirach) how 
© bitter is the remembrance of thee to 
* a man that liveth at reſt in his poſſeſ- 


“ ſions; unto the man that hath nothing 


4 to vex him, and that 'hath proſperity in 

_« all things!” Theſe words are particularly 
true of him who hath facrificed every 
ſuperior claim to worldly good, if, at the 


ſame time, we ſuppoſe him to be actuated 


by the belief of a future ſtate.” In this caſe, 


7 appears as the eternal 9 from 
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all Be holds dear and valuable, and the paſ- 


5 ſage to a ſtate of retribution, at the tribunal 


of a juſt and Almighty God. Severe, then, 
muſt his ſorrow and anguiſh be ! Sorrow, 
on the one hand, for the deprivation of 
good that can never be regained, and an- 
guiſh, on the other, from the dread of pu- 
niſhment, which cannot be evaded. But if 


he either diſbelieves, or diſcards all thoughts 7 
of a future reſurrection, he will, it is true, 


be freed from the latter of theſe terrors. 
Still there is nothing left to alleviate the 


bitterneſs of death, with regard to thoſe 


poſſeſſions, from which he is on the point 
of being torn for ever. He is now ealled 
upon to bid an everlaſting adieu to all the 
pleaſures and delights which have for years 
formed the fabric of his happineſs: and 
nothing remains to be ſubſtituted in their 
room, except inſenfibility and oblivion. 
The ſoul of man, ſurely, is of too refined, 


too ſpiritual a nature, to look forward to 


| ſuch a gloomy annihilation, of all its active 
qualities without horror or diſmay. 
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Tt may be here ſaid, that although the 


remembrance of death is thus bitter to him 
who hath revelled in the enjoyments of the 
world, it muſt be a ſource of joy, of rap- 


ture, and conſolation to him who hath tra- 


velled through life in poverty and diſtreſs: 


That it is ſuch to the man who contem- 
plates tne termination of his ſufferings in 
this, as the dawn of incorruptible happineſs 


and glory in another ſtate, we readily allow. 
But remove this animating. proſpe& from 
the view, let the grave be conſidered as the 


extreme boundary of all his hopes; what 


will his reflections then be? The evils, in- 


deed, which he has ſuſtained in his ſharp 
conflicts with the ſtorms of adverſity, are 


now drawing to a period. He is entering 


into that filent Heayen © * where the 


„ wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where 
the weary be at reſt ; where the priſon- 


ers reſt together, and hear not the voice 


of the oppreſſor. Yet, though his de- 
a 1 N this world! 1s the: CO ie 


. Job, e iii. ver. 17 56d 18. 


N 3 ſorrow 


„ 1 
forrow and miſery, he cannot embrace it as 


any real compenſation for what he has en- 


countered in his wretched pilgrimage upon 
earth. He muſt conſider it merely as a ne- 


gative blefling; as abſence from pain, not 


the admiſſion to poſitive happineſs. Let 


him, then, reflect upon the complicated ca- 
lamities under which he has laboured, un- 
deſervedly laboured. He may, perhaps, 


have experienced the perſidy of friends, and 


been pierced by thoſe arrows which, in the 


hour of. credulous confidence, he fondly 
thought would have been turned only 
againſt his enemies. He may have exerted 
his moſt ſtrenuous efforts in the line of 
his duty, yet have uniformly found all bis 
honeſt endeavours thwarted by the hoſtile 


agency of cauſes which it was impoſlible 


for Him to counteract; and, amidit the mi- 


: 1 ſeries of his own indigence and humiliation, 


he may have ſeen others, by the ſtratagems 
af fraud, by the daring exertions of vio- 
tence, or a fortunate concurrence of events, 


advanced to poſts of honour and wealth. 


Theſe, 


* 


: ( $82 ) 
Tbeſe, and many hi S too 
obvious to require a particular enumeration, 
are ſuch as perpetually occur. The paſt 
days, therefore, exhibit a black detail of 
misfortunes; a melancholy ſcene of inef- 
fectual ſtruggles againſt poverty, d fruit- 
leſs attempts to ſecure temporal bleffings. 
The proſpect before bim! is dark and Flaws 
incapable of imparting any comfort, fave 
that which he antici pates from the cetla- 
tion of pain, by the extinezon of A e 
ma 1 25 
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Sud is h& remembrance my PET to 
thoſe who have nothing to hope or fear. e- 
yond the grave. And, were this life def - 
tined to be the whole of our. exiſtence, w 
might juſtly arraign. the goodneſs of God i in 
our creation. The, boaſted privileges, of 
"lh might | be termed, inſtead 'of enviable, 
diſaſtrous | accompliſhments, — ſince the) : 
would, in this caſe, embitter the bliſs of 
I by reminding. us of the Preca- 
rious ſhort tenure of our en joyments, and 
condenſe the ſhades of adverſity, 1 inform- | 
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ing us that no redreſs will ever be given to 
| thoſe who have been the undeſerving vie- 


tims of temporal misfortunes. | 

„ hin it has ben LEE Pe 
there ever was a deliberate Atheiſt, yet it is 
unhappily v very common for men to order 
their actions as if they did actually re- 
nounce the belief of a God. In the ſame 
wanner, though no perſon will dare to 
affirm, that he thall never die, yet multitudes 
act as if they thought themſelves everlaſting 
reſidents upon earth, and amenable to no 


| future tribunal. Were a being of another 


order to ſurvey the actions of men, and 


| inſpe& the defires that animate, that impel 


or controul the human mind, he would 


hardly imagine us to be but momentary 
tenants of this ſpot. When he beheld ſome, 


enflamed by ambition, braving every danger, 


; encountering every difficulty, and facrificing 


every virtue that adorns our nature, in the 
ſearch after honour ; or when he contem- 


| plated others, wrapped up in the accumula- 
4 tion of N and daily denying them- 


ſel zes 


0108 ) 
ſelves even the ſcanty conveniences of life 


that they may daily augment their ſtores, 
he would never ſuppoſe the very exiſtence 


of theſe perſons to be fo precarious, that 


they cannot enſure it for a ſingle hour. 


But if the general purſuits ; of men deſerve 
the imputation of folly, on account of the 


uncertain tenure of all their acquiſitions, 
how much more abſurd muſt their conduct 
appear, if we examine the arguments upon 


which the probability of a future ſtate is 
grounded. We cannot, indeed, well al- 
low the exiſtence of a Deity, without ad- 
mitting the neceſſity of another life. If we 
believe the former and deny the latter, what 
muſt our conceptions be of the Supreme 
Being! It is impoſſible, upon this ſuppo- 
ſition, to acknowledge him to be infinite in 


goodneſs and mercy. That there is much 
evil in the world, every one will readil 


admit; nor is it in the power of any man 
always to ſecure himſelf from temporal ca- 


lamities. Our own conduct perhaps may 


be regulated by the ſacred laws of virtue 
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others to act in reference to the ſame equit- 
- able principles. Conſequently, we cannot 
_ invariably eſcape. the depredations of vio- 


lence, or the artifices of fraud; nor can we 


always avert the diſtreſſes of poverty by 
toil and induſtry. There are alſo many na- 
tural evils; ſuch as the deprivation or de- 


cay of the ſeveral ſenſes, ſickneſs and diſ- 


eaſe in all their manifold forms. Theſe are 
not diſtributed among the ſons of men in 
equal portions, nor according to the virtues 


or vices of — . bulkeeer, 4 


11 11 from. Als, that this (AP Z 
is by no means a ſtate where men are re- 
warded or punithed by the deciſions of per- 
fe& equity; ſince the moſt depraved and 


the moſt profligate frequently attain the 


higheſt poſts of dignity ahd opulence, while 
the virtuous are diveſted of every "_ that 


_ car confer een, or e ae 


Such! is the 8 condition of x 3 
and as the wicked and the righteous are 
often removed from- this ſcene of tumult 
„„ . and 
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and confuſion, without any change in their 
ſeveral lots, if death be an eternal ſleep, 
what ideas can we entertain of a Supreme 
Being! We cannot contemplate Him as a 


God of purity, who ſuffers the triumphs of 


iniquity to paſs off in everlaſting impunity. 


infinite goodneſs, who calls his creatures 


into exiſtence for the mere purpole of con- 


ſigning their lives to miſery and affliction ; 


neither can he be a lover of juſtice, who, 


though inveſted with almighty: power, 
thus abandons the righteous to the compli- 


cated calamities of adverſity, without any 


ſubſequent compenſation for 2 unme- 


rited ſufferings. 


The difficulty; nay; the utter — 
of reconciling the preſent ſtate of men, upon 


this ſuppoſition, with the attributes of the 
Deity,” induced many of the heathens to 
adopt the belief of a future ſtate.” By this, 
indeed, every inconſiſtency may be cleared 


up, and every. ſeeming irregularity vindi- 


cated from the charge of injuſtice, He that 
. aeg the ſons: eee | 
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retribution, moſt aſſuredly knows beſt 
which are the proper means of aſcertaining 
the fidelity and attachment of his ſeveral 
ſubjects; nor ought his goodneſs or his 


{ 286 3} 
Rate, previous to that of univerſal 


x 
S K 


equity to be queſtioned, when he fuffers his 
faithful ſervants to groan under the preflure 


of evil, becauſe: Omnipotence can impart - 


. redreſs for all og OY: endure here. 


ee ated an men, in ee ee f 
wealth and honour, undergo the moſt ſe- 


. vere labours with alacrity, from a convic- 


quieſce in the harſh diſpenſations of Provie 5 
dence, becauſe the greateſt riches and the 


tion that ſucceſs will fully repay all their 
toil! Much more reaſon have we to ac- 


higheſt dignities of this life, bear no propor- 
tion to the exalted rewards which the Su- 


preme Being can beſtow upon thoſe _ | 
hav ve a . of them. „ CNt . 
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RE if this wiſer hooked, ded ws the 
light of nature alone, and having no other 


Inns for their * than the de- 
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: ductions of probable. con) jecture; if they, 
notwithſtanding, thought themſclves bound 
to adhere to the precepts of virtue, from an 
expectation of being adequately recom- 
penſed in another life, how much more 


ſtrongly does the obligation bind Chriſti- 


ans It has pleaſed Almighty God, in com- 
paſſion to the forlorn ſtate of a finful and 
an ignorant world, to remove the veil that 
hung upon futurity, and by the bleſſed 


miniſtry of his only begotten Son, to bring 


life and immortality to light. We are no 
longer left to the doubtful theories of ſpe- 
_ culation in this important point, nor are 
the rewards of eternity depraved by the 
_ groſs fancies of ſuperſtition. Miſerable then, 


but ſtrictly juſt, will the portion of all 


_ thoſe be who, placed within the beneficent 


| ſphere of Chriſtian light, exhibit the works 


of Dogan darkneſs. 


80 dreary, indeed, mus the dende 


of man be, if all his hopes and proſpects 
were bounded by the preſent life, that one 


would 
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5 Would imagine this confideration powerful 
enough of itſelf to fix our ſentiments. Tt 
is not wonderful that, While we are in the 
vigour of youth and health, we ſhould de- 
tuch our thoughts from the gloomy idea of 
death, and ſhun it as the loathſome in- 
truder upon our happineſs; Vi neither is it 
aſtoniſhing. that the mind which is ab- 
ſorbed in the proſecution of important 
plans, ſhould overlook all other future con- 
ſequences. This temporary forgetfulneſs 
of our latter end may be eaſily accounted 
For. Some objects appear great, not from 
their real magnitude, but becauſe they are 
placed near the ſpectators e While 
others, far ſuperior in every article that 
conſtitutes. importance, are looked upon 
With indifference or contempt, on account 
of their diſtance. But it ſeems almoſt im- 
poſſible that any one ſhould, by ſerious 
meditation on the ſubject, bring his mind 
to a total diſbelief of a future ſtate; that he 
ſhould renounce the teſtimony of all ages, 
_ the intimations of e reaſon, 
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ee the ſuggeſtions of hope and fear, 
reje& the revelation of Chriſt, and brave the 
vengeance of God! Let there are men 
who have arrived at this deſperate pitch of 
wanton depravity; for no limits can be ſet 
to the excurſions of wickedneſs, when it has 
once obtained abſolute empire over the ſoul. 
There are men, even in this enlightened 
age, and in a” country that lately claimed 
pre-eminence in the pure eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity, who not only deny a future 
ſtate, and openly diſavow all ſenſe of re- 
ligion, but endeavour as far as they can, to 


invalidate and diflolve all its ſacred obliga- 


tions. In the emphatical language of Iſaiah, 


* „The earth is defiled under the inhabit - 


« ants thereof; becauſe they have tranſ- 
_«.orefled the laws, changed the ordinance, 


„ and broken the everlaſting covenant.” 


. Theſe infidels ſeem to be in the ſame deplo- 
rable predicament as the apoſtate Jews | 
were, of whom St. Paul thus ſpeaks: For 
this cauſe (namely, becauſe they received 
not the love. of Rh that an 20 nn be f 


. Tala, chap. xx v. ver. 25 Fj ea) : 
e e V 
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faved) God ſhall ſend them ſtrong delu- 


( ion, that they ſhould believe a lie; that 
they might all be damned who believed 


< not the truth, but had pleaſure in un- 
« righteouſneſs:” May the merey of Hea- 
ven preſerve us from the baneful contagion 
of this abandoned ſyſtem ! — a ſyſtem of 
| ferocity, licentiouſneſs, and irreligion, un- 
paralelled in the rudeſt ages of antiquity, 
and unknown among the moſt barbarous 
clans of ſavages. Men, whoſe conſeiences 
are ſeared by habitual depravity, are ſome- 
times ſo far deſerted by the grace of God; 
as to become totally inſenſible both to the 
. dictates of reaſon and the ſolemn denunei- 
ations of religion; and they, whoſe hearts 
are engroſſed by 9 or enflamed by am- 
bitious gratifications, naturally wiſh to ob- 
literate all moral and religious ſentiments in 
others, for the purpoſe of forming a coalition 
- of deſperate aſſociates in the proſecution of 
their iniquitous ſchemes. The nature of 
things, however, is not altered by their pro- 
fligate conduct. Negligence may overlook, 
and obſtinacy defy a certain evil, but hey” 


* 2 Theſſ. chap. ii. ver. 11. 
cannot 


„„ 
cannot avert it. The arrangements of di- 
vine Providence cannot be ſuſpended or 
thwarted by the levity or perverſeneſs of 
men. He that avows his diſbelief of a fu- 
ture ſtate, avows-an opinion repugnant to 
the general perſuaſion of mankind. He diſ- 
believes that which good men have ever em- 
braced with joy and rapture, and from which 
the wicked have frequently ſtarted back 
with horror and diſmay.— If the temporal 
inequalities that - exiſt in the fortunes of 
men, and a rational enquiry into the nature 
and ſuperior endowments of the ſoul, impel 
us to believe that there will be a ſtate of im- 
partial retribution hereafter ; if this opinion 
is further corroborated by a miſſion from 
God himſelf, and by a declaration that he 
will finally judge the world in righteouſ- 
neſs, what will he be able to allege in his 
vindication, when he is ſummoned before 
the tribunal of Chriſt, who hath rejected 
this accumulated maſs of evidence! When 
his Lord ſhall demand from him an aceount 
of his ſtewardſhip, what evaſions will palliate 
| * abuſe of the gift of . this depraved 
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7 miſapplication of the brighteſt talent com · 


mitted to our truſt! And how will he 
appear in the preſence of his injured Sa- 
viour, © * who hath trodden under foot the 
«© Son of God, and hath counted the blood 


of the covenant wherewith he was ſanc- 


« tified, an unholy thing, and hath done 


© © deſpite unto the ſpirit of grace! Theſe 
reflections, duly weighed and attended to 
with that calm meditation which ſo ſolemn 


a ſubje& juſtly requires, cannot but make 
a re e te upon our e h 
1 6 
A ids man, 1 als At 4 4. 
low, that a doctrine ſo ſtrongly ſupported, 


which is enforced by the authority both of 
Heaven and Earth, of God and man, merits 
| his moſt ſerious attention ;- that the queſ- 


tion is too important to be diſcarded with 
indifference, and too awful to be prejudged 


by the n ee of e or 
3 my. | 


The 8 5 e proves, chat no. 
one hath hitherto eſcaped. death; and daily 


* Hebrews, chap. x. ver. 29. PET: 
| experience 


( 198 ) 
experience certifies, that we can neither tell 


at what period, nor. in what manner, our . 


vo poles me will wy terminated. 


Let us _ hilh it is yet day, ſeize the 


opportunity granted by the mercy of God! 


Let us not poſtpone that work, which we 
confeſs, in our hearts to be of infinite mo- 


ment, to a future ſeaſon, when we know 


not whether our exiſtence will be con- 
tinued even to the next hour! Let us ſeek. 
the Lord, while he may be found! When 


the time of our diſſolution draweth nigh, 


we ſhalb be thus prepared to meet death with 
tranquillity and reſignation, animated by the 


aſſurance that, although the corruptible body 
returns to its original duſt, the ſouls of the 


righteous will be tranſlated to thoſe blefled 
manſions, where there is fulneſs of j Joy, and 
e for evermore. e 43.3 
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| Beoku5tasris, chap, i b ver. 17 


3 ford in my FR God ſhall 55 8 e, 
and tbe wicted; for there is à time there for 
"uy purpoſes and ih 8 —_ 3 


UR beneficenit Cronor; who „in Sen 
us life and being, gave them for the 
moſt gracious purpoſes; that by following 
his commands, and conforming to thoſe or- 
dinances which he hath inſtituted; we may 
render ourſelves worthy” of his proteckioi 


here, and be admitted into his deres 


kingdom hereafter. For the promotion of 
theſe ends, he hath" imparted unto man ſu- 
periority over all other animals; fiiperiority 
= a r dorivedifrom the qualities & the body, 
= OI ORs” ſwiftneſs, or magnitude; 


2 8 but 


but diſtinguiſhable by W and under- 
- Dd: Theſe eminent faculties enable 


us to judge of the things preſented to our 
view, not merely touching their immediate, 
but their future conſequences alſo: — thus 


while. other animals are intent only upon 


the objects of the preſent moment, man is 
endowed with the power of extending his 


| thoughts to diſtant concerns, and by pre- 
vious conſideration, is e able to 
r en chlamitics. * 


But all W allow, that x no o perſon © can 


— ES 


* * eee given him of Sand . or 


evil, Was he forced by an irreſiſtible im- 


pulſe, to adopt virtue, he could by no 
means Be deemed worthy of the honours. 


promiſed to the virtuous. Was he, on the 
other hand, impelled by force equally re- 


ſiſtleſs into the paths of iniquity, he could 


never be a juſt object of that puniſhment 


| denounced upon the wicked. In either 


caſe, inſtead of acting from himſelf, he 
would be entirely — ; and emen 
4 2 Fo | | V. 


C 5 
ly, whatever good actions he might per- 
form, or whatever crimes he might perpe- 
trate, as he has no choice, no power of 
embracing virtue, or rejecting vice freely, 
he cannot in the firſt inſtance be good, nor 
Samuen e e Os. "OT 0 Yet 
HD theſe . to che: truth of 
| awhile! every one muſt ſubſcribe, _ us 
examine the wiſer man 8 aſſertion. Wnt) 
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ay tlie preſent: fate of e Ulpente- 
tions, the righteous are often oppreſſed by 
temporal misfortunes, while the wicked 
abound in every thing that conſtitutes 
earthly happineſs. Suppoſe for a moment 
that this arrangement was entirely reverſed, 
what would, in all probability, be the con- 
ſequence? If it were impoſſible to com- 
mit any crimes againſt the laws of moralit7 
and religion without inſtant and adequate 
vengeance falling an the delinquent's head: 
if we daily and hourly ſaw the n | 
of iniquity, immediately after the com- 
erg of the evil, Walen, to dane n. 
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- dignation;” wti6--widnid! Gs 8 God? —_ 
No one ſurely but a madman: - Should a = 
perſon with his eyes open throw -bimſelF | 
don a preęipioe here his deſtruction { 
muſt be inevitable, What would the world | 
ſay of him? To what other cauſtsreould. 
they aſcribe ſuch an action but inſanit ? 
ft Equally ; inſüne might he be pronounced, | 
* Who, although be uniformly beholds in- 
HM . _ greflor, yet deſpiſes the inevitable conſe- 
Tg quences, arid ruſhes headlong into the very 
mas eee the: e ee ane 
i _ e eee econ Ao 4 I 8 
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.Y pI rare” Fox 74-1 £749 ; ; 
= 21 Tf Providence Meat ee a; | 1 
=: did thus invariably interfere in the manage- 5 N 
ment of the world, there would be an end 
+ ef almoſt all the Chriſtian virtues; there 1 
would he no room for the exerciſe of pati- 
enos and refignation; nor could we diſplayx 5 
a leaf of al fubtmithon to'the will of |} 
God it we might indeed apparently adhere 1 
to the Ratutes of Heaven, and teſtify our x 
_— e which the | 
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n 
Almighty. hath enjoined; but attachment 
to our Creator would not in this caſe refult 
from the principle of love or duty; —it 
would be the extorted effect of fear and 
terror it would no more be deſerving of 
approbation and reward, than a man who, 
deſirous and willing to murder another, is 
alone reſtrained from the open attempt by 
the een of * en | 


Ms this ſhort na bf the fats 
ject, we may clearly ſee how neceſſary it is 
that God ſhould not always viſibly diſplay 
the nee of retribution W de king - 
more tlan à ſtate of trial ar. probation 
eee a; our 1 into a more 


e eee 


before 0 eren Author of our 

being, and ſubmitted to our free choice; 
we are inveſted' with the powers of reaſon 
to direct us in our election; and when we 

155 Ke N ordinarioes of virtue ? 
= 0.4: . | 


620 No 
religion, we: have a monitor within to call 


us back to the path of our duty. God hath 


even done more; — he hath gracioufly 
vouchſafed to reveal his will to us, Which, 
if we adopt it for our guide, will infallibly 
lead us into all truth, and finally conduct 
our ſteps to the manſions of peace and ever- 
laſting reſt: but he hath not bound us in 5 
the chains of reſiſtleſs neceſſity, in order 
that our faith and reliance upon his pro- 
miſes may be freely exerciſed ; for it is this 
freedom alone which can make us reſpon- 
ſible before his tribunal; that is, ſave. or 
condemn us; admit us to the participation 
of the promiſed bleſſings, or render us ob- 
; Noxious to 25. e and Wee 
8 wiſe dae en were eee rp 
lieve a future ſtate, from the unequal and 
apparently inequitable diſtribution. of good 
the virtuous diſtreſſed, beſet with calami- 
ies, and groaning under the preſſure of 
every misfortune that adverſity brings in its 
taim i 0 * other, * beheld immor- 


| 0 20) | 
tality and regen [triumphant ; the 

wicked filling the higheſt poſts of honour; 

dignity, and wealth; while all things 
around conſpired together to make 

their lives eaſy; and to promote their in- 
tereſt and happineſs: they ſaw the * ä 
the wicked quit this ſtate of exiſtence; in - 
which their reſpective lots had been ſo very s 
different, without any avowal of the inno- 
cence of the one, or any puniſhment of the 
_ criminality of the other; and as they were 
led by all their enquiries into the volume 
of nature, to admit the being of an Al- 
mighty God, they thought it incompatible 
with his juſtice that theſe irregularities in 


the ſyſtem of his government ſhould never 


be rectiſied, that the crooked ſhould never 
be made ſtraight, nor the rough places 
plain. They therefore concluded, that as 
redreſs was not always obtained here, the 
matter would be fully cleared up hereafter; _ 
and that all the diſpenſations which ap- 
peared ſo defective in this life, would be 
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being the mere deductions of natural rea- 
ſon, may appear to us as fables, of which 


we diſavow the belief, they ſuggeſt at leaſt 


a ſtrong gement in vindication of another 


world. Nor is there indeed any region, 
5 however fa vage in its manners and cuſtoms, 


where a ſimilar belief is not entertained in 
 fome ſhape or other; Chriſtianity hath dif- 


fipated the clouds of darkneſs, and correct- 


ed the deluſions of error; the goſpel places 
chveſtecd of the ſuperſtitious fables of the 


the moſt illiterate among Chriſtians are, in 


chis reſpect, wiſer than the wiſeſt of the 

F Pagan World. What they only knew from 
tte vague ſurmiſes of conjecture, and 
Wich, after all their laboured diſquiſitions, 
Was ſtill involved in ſome degree of uncer- 


; tainty, we have the fulleſt affurance of. 
Al doubts, , all conjectures concerning this 
wh | important 


Bam 


7 though their ideas en to coach gent 


heathen, and the groſs ſenſuality of the 
Mahometan. We may truly affirm, that 


( 29g 0 
important point, have vaniſhed before the 
glorious light of the * of W and * 
ere, 
+:Gopthier pon . PER 4 God & 
| e vouchſafe to co · operate with your 
reflections I) conſider ſeriouſly how inexcuſ- 
able, how deſtitute we are of every ſhadow 


. and/evaion,/if were 


ſacred evidence that is ſet before us! We 
have the credibility of a future ſtate, not 
built upon the arguments of human reaſbn, 
which are always fallible, not to be adopt- 
ed merely as the ſole refuge of the miſerable 
and the unhappy in the gloom of deſpair, 
but eſtabliſhed and confirmed by the open 
teſtimony of Heaven itſelf. He that viſited 
the world in compaſſion to the ſins and 


infirmities of mankind, died a facrifice'for- 


our redemption, and roſe again in triumph 
over death and the grave, for our juſtifica- 
tion: thus he became the firſt- fruits of them 
who ſlept, and gave us an earneſt of that: 
: Wes ct to glory me bem es bene 
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II 8 chow lets were deſtitute of the 
Pn truths of the goſpel, and guided 
alone by the light of nature, were mater : 


fanding; as being rational creatures, under 


an obligation of living en 
in this preſent life; if they were bound to 
endure thoſe evils with patience to Which 
Divine Providence thought proper to expoſe 


them, how much more are we bound to 


acquieſce in the decrees of Heaven! —we 


who; beſides the evidence and admonitions 
of natural ſenſe, have every duty ſolemnly. 
laid down before us, and ratified by the 
moſt unquettionable proofs that any impar- 


tialiperſon-can- require! All this will un- | 
doubtedly, if we perſiſt in diſobedience, be 


a miſetable aggravation. of our guilt; the 


more light we have to direct our ſteps in 


the right path; the heavier will our condem- | 


nation be, if we ſhut our eyes againſt the 


admiſſion of its rays, and obſtinately con- 
* in . ways of error and iniquity : | 
* 


(2056) 
Hom the: word of God informs us, aa 


«4 unto whom much is: _ 'of "Kia wy 
Lauch wil be required B me 
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Men 5 Wen to the * TER 
Moto above all- things to acquire its ſeve - 
ral pleaſures, are willing to drive away the 
conſideration of futurity, for this plain rea- 
ſon;—becauſe the belief of it condemns their 
ſenſual purſuits, and expoſes the vanity of 
| deevoting their hearts to the acquiſition of 
periſhable treaſures on earth, while they 

hazard the deprivation of thoſe: that are 
perfect and immortal. But can there be a 
| greater folly than this? It is as if a man, 

: by deſpiſing a certain evil, could avert it:; 
or by refuſing to prepare for it, could free 
bimſelf from feeling its effects. There 
either will or will not be a ae ſtate; 
but it is by no means a circumſtance that 

will be determined ſolely, according to our 
wiſhes and deſires. They who live in the 
mig of diſſipation and immorality, in the oo 
open contempt of all religious principles; , 


* 


\ 


base reaſon to wiſh moſt feryently that 


there 


1 660% 


1 As all their | 

_ proſpects are circumſcribed by the grave, 
and all their deſires centered: in the enjoy- 
ment of preſent good, they cannot reflect 
upon the probability of a future exiſtence 
without a and horror. Yet, althongn 
they max drive away. the thought amidſft 


the clamours of riot and intemperance, 


whenever they are admoniſhed by age or 


fickneis that the time of their diſſolution 


draweth nigh; in thoſe awful moments, 
when they ſeem on the point of bidding 


an eternal adieu to the world and all its 


 gratifications, then it is they perceive the 
8 of their deſperate ſituation; the 
retroipes is guilt und iniquity, the looking 
forward puniſhment f the ſentence of 
an offended God; paſt enjoyments, inſtead 
af alleviating, aggravate the horrors of con- 
_  frience;" by valling back to the wounded 
neee [2 e oh 
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1 it is repugnant to their welfare in 

this: but ſurely, if there remains no life 
after this, we are the moſt' miſerable of all 

ereated beings. Animals deftitute of rea- 
ſon, are influenced alone by a ſenfe of Pre- 
| ſent pain; nor are they ever diſquieted by 
the fears of death, or its ſubſequent iflues; 
| yet, as Solomon obſerves, © that which 


. befalleth the ons | of men, befallen 


t beaſts; as the one dieth, ſo dietk the 
« other:” and if nothing remain for either 
after their diſſolution here, the irrational 
animal is much the happier of the two; for 
be is not tortured by the apprehenſions of 
death, nor does the deſtruction of any of 
his on tribe impreſs him with the dread 
of ſimilar evil. With man all this is differ- 
ent; his reaſon, his foreſight, and daily 
experience in ſcenes of mortality continu- 


1 5 ally alarm him: — they prove, beyond a i 
pPoſſibility of doubt, n 
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: * the faculties of reaſon were beſtowed 
for the purpoſe of tormenting us with the 


fears of death, though it is the utter ex- 


may preſent to the mind of the wicked, it 


is an inexhauſtible ſource of comfort to 
thoſe who order their conduct here in re- 
ference to a future ſtate, and walk in the 


paths of virtue and holineſs; it detaches 


the heart from the vain purſuits of ambition 


and luſt, and conſequently, frees it from 
all the anxiety and diſtraction which the 


centious paſſions ever bring i in their train. 
. is finally a ſure refuge in the ſeaſon of 

adverſity, and a perfect ſhelter againſt all 

= = ws nien, of ee 1 


0 * 


be A — oidthe es . 


1 evil 2 men op- 


bodies are „ to-licken and difeaſe ;— | 


ye who are doomed to bow beneath the 


nnen and arbitrary maſters:— 


tinction of life for ever. But whatever 
gloomy ſentiments the proſpect of death 


| 
1 


| {209 
which you now labour, you may all derive 


_ ſatisfactory conſolation from the proſpe&. 


of futurity. Oppoſe the term of your preſent . 


evils to. the unbounded ſcene which is to 
open after their expiration, and vou will 


clearly perceive, that the duration of they 
one is nothing when compared with that. 


of the other! In this imperfect ſtate of 


our being, you will ſee many things appar- 
ently irregular, and peculiarly ſo the ſuc- 
ceſs and triumph of iniquity and vice, the 
degradation and diſtreſſes of virtue and in- 


tegrity. But look forward, religiouſly con- 


ſider the end of theſe things, and every 


captious murmur will ſubſide in the ON, 


OSD of pious een. - 


Man + Was not made to queſtion, but to 
adore; not to indulge in the excurſions of 
wanton curiolity, but, from a ſenſe of his 
own contracted abilities, and a conſciouſ- 
neſs of the ſupreme wiſdom of the Deity, 


to acquieſce with patient ſubmiſſion to the 
Will of the ae Ruler of the pniyerſe. 


fg 
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Whatever inconſiſtencies now appear in 
=. the ſyſtem, a time will come when they 
wall be found harmony itſelf, —when all 

the intricate and myſterious diſpenſations 
which the froward preſumption of man 
| ſrutinizes with fuch arrogance, ſhall be 
fully cleared up in the Nl both of men : 
| and of N * 


In the mean time let us re that 155 
this is but the morning of our exiſtence : — 
if therefore, as in the dawning of the na- 
_ tural day, miſts and clouds now darken the 
ſcene,- and circumſcribe the limits of our 
| preſent proſpeR, let us patiently wait for 
that hour when the Son of Righteouſneſs 
ſhall ſhine in the meridian ſplendor, and 
every object, illuminated by the rays of 
© heavenly light, ſhall be diſplayed in its true 
Colours; —when we ſhall no longer © ſee 
3: 0 through a glaſs darkly,” but be enabled, 
by comprehending the tem in its full 
extent, to aſcertain how the means were 
adapted to the end, how the intermediate | 


a arraygements, framed and diſpoſed by the 
wiſdom 


%, 
I» 


1 (ui > Tg 
wiſdom of Providerice, tended to the 1 | 
fe conſummation of all things. 


\ 


I will conclude with the advice of the 

wile man, which is complete upon this 

ſubject: * * If thou ſeeſt the oppreſſion of 
4 the poor, and violent perverting of judg- 

ment and juſtice in a province, marvel 
not at the matter; for He that is higher 

| than the higheſt regarfeth ; and there be 

| | 5 higher than they.” 


as Eccleſiaſtes, chaps v. ver. 8, 
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SERMON XII. 


MATTHEW, chap, Mir. ver. 12, 13. 
| And hecauſe iniquity ſhall abound, the love * 5 
many ſhall wax cold. | 
But he that ſhall endure unto the end,” the fon 
Hall be Javed. 7 


| PF. the beginning of this chapter, we are 
informed that the diſciples came to 
Jeſus, to ſhew him the buildings of the 
temple. This they probably did, that he 
might admire the ſplendor and magnifi- 
cence of that boaſted ſpecimen of Jewiſh 
greatneſs : but he {aid unto them, See 3e 
4 not 1 theſe things ? Very, I Jy unto; 
_ ? . | « you, 


r ou s » 
# 


a © 


ee 


6 40 you, there ſhall not be left here one 
c ſtone upon another that ſhall not be 


« thrown down.” And afterwards, when 
they deſired to know at what time theſe 
things ſhould come to paſs, and what 
ſhould be the ſign of his coming and of the 


: end of the world, our Saviour, among other 


matters, informs them of the evils which 
ſhould befal the Chriſtian church, and the 


. perſecutions which all they who profeſſed 


his name muſt undergo from the hands of 


eruel and wicked men. They ſhall de- 
ng liver you up to be afflicted; and ſhall kill 


« Fou: and ye ſhall be hated of all nations. 


« for my name's ſake. And then ſhall | 
N 40 many be offended, and ſhall betray one 
; © another, and ſhall hate one another. oh 


| © And many ef falſe Prophets ſhall riſe, and 


15 hall "deceive | many: and becauſe ini- 

equity mall abound, the love of many 
« ſhall wax cold.“ Theſe declarations, at 
the ſame time that they diſplay the pro- 
phetical powers of Chriſt, give us a very 
conſpicuous proof of his lincerity. An im- 


Poſtor would hardly lay before his foltow- 


* . i ; gr * 
; * ? 


( 218 ) Dy 
ers auch a melancholy detail of the calami- | 
ties which they were to experience by : 
avowing his doctrines; for he muſt be 
conſcious it would be very 1mprobable that 
men ſhould embrace principles ſo ſubyerſive 
of their preſent eaſe, and adhere to a ſyſtem 
of religion which would inevitably draw 
upon them poverty, perſecution, tortures, 

and death. He would on the contrary, in all 

likelihood, endeavour to advance his tenets 
by ſoothing the paſſions: he would con- 
ciliate the attachment of the avaricious by 
the proffer of riches, animate the zeal of 
ambition by the proſpect of temporal ho- 
nours, and allure the ſenſual by the charms 
of pleaſure. The conduct of our Saviour 
was directly the reverſe of this in every 
particular: 8 that thou haſt, and give 


1 to the poor, ſaid he to the young man 


Who wiſhed to know what: he ſhould do 
to inherit eternal life :—He himſelf was 
- deſpiſed and rejected of men; and ſo far 
was he from promiſing his diſciples differ- 
ent treatment, that he ſaid, * Blefſed are 


ye when men ſhall revile. you and per- 
| P 4 ans l ſecute 


: 


: ( 216 * 
4. 1 and ſhall y all matmer of 
« evil againſt you falſely for my ſake.” 

| Laſtly, By adopting Chriſtianity, they re- 
-nounced all the gratifications of this life; 
and as their divine Maſter had not where 
to lay his head, fo. they, of whom the 
world was not worthy, wandered about in 
oops e ſkins. 


ebener of theſe difficulties that. end- 


+ 7 1 of the goſpel, and to 


which the apoſtles and their immediate ſucC- 


cCeellors were peculiarly expoſed, the words 


5 of the text mention another cauſe that would 
in all ages weaken the efficacy of religion, 


and thake the fidelity of thoſe who out- 
wardly profeſſed it; namely, that, notwith- 


ſtanding the purity of Chriſtianity, the nu- 
merous and fublime proofs of its divine 
origin, and the everlaſting rewards which 
it holds out to the faithful, iniquity ſhould 
ſtill abound; that many, ſeduced: by the 
prevalence of example, and poiſoned by the 
contagion of evil communication, ſhould 
8 from the ge of heir: ney and 


BOW 


- 


| ( 217 ) 
grow. nent to the interefis of w 
and holineſs. 4 


"The eee pf headings Hehe of 


moral rectitude, his defiance of the dictates 


of reaſon; and his contempt of the admoni- 
tions of true wiſdom, have at all times, and 
in all nations, been the theme of complaint, 
and the topic of general invective. Not 
only the prophets, under the Old, and the 
inſpired teachers, under the New Teſtament, | 
have arraigned the licentiouſneſs of the 
world; the heathen writers alſo abound in 
pathetical repreſentations of the depravity 
of mankind, in ſevere reprehenſions of their 
groſs vices, and in beautiful e of 
the —_—_ nature of Vrtue. 


10 bath OR a matter wi great Atte 


to many to account for the introduction 


and continuation of natural and moral evil 
in the world, without arraigning the attri- 
butes, and queſtioning the perfections af 
God. That there is much evil of both 5 
kinds upon earth, is a truth to which we 
© 7 8 muſt 


e ine hh dene, cup. 12 ver. * 14 


(s) 
muſt ſubſcribe” without heſitation; for 


* 


every view of mankind gives us ocular evi- 


dence of it: and that the Supreme Being 
Bs infinite in goodneſs, is likewiſe a truth 
Which no Chriſtian can deny. How then 
comes it to paſs, under the providence of a 
God, Whoſe power is alſo infinite, that 
man is ſupjected to ſo many calamities, 
and that iniquity poſſeſſes ſo much influ- 
ence We cannot have been created by 
a beneficent Deity to be miſerable; Why, 


therefore, does not his power exert itſelf in 


the prevention of all evil? The ancient 
Perſian philoſophers, in order that” they 
M0 clear up this arduous point, ſuppoſed 
That there was an infinite evil principle, in- 
dependent upon and [oppoſite to the infi- 
nite good one. Againſt theſe, Eſaias de- 
clares in his prophecy to Cyrus king or 
Perſia: 1 form the light, and create 
PR I make peace; and create evil: 
I the Lord do all theſe things“ Their 
e e Was OD 66. trutybevs 
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in che third century, under the gb N 

of NManichæus, from whom this ſect took 
its name. This doctrine, nevertheleſs, 
whatever ſpecious arguments may have 
been urged in its favour (for there is. no 
abfürdity that eloquence cannot recommend 
to men, Land external ſanctity induce them 
to embrace) this doctrine, I fay, is eaſily 
overthrown.” To aſcribe influence of ſuch. 
extent, and ſuch baleful tendency to an evil 
demon, is ſurely” to abridge the power of 
the Moſt High, and to derogate in a con- 
ſiderable degree from that goodneſs which 
conſtitutes his moſt exalted attribute. Why 
then, it may be ſaid, if God be Al mighty, 
are not all things made for good) — This is 
perhaps one of thoſe myſteries Winch, 
limited as we are in the term of our preſent 
8 exiſtence, and contracted in our intellectual 
faculties, we may neither have time nor 


ability to comprehend fully: — yet ſtill 
is fuſcient, both from reaſon and fevela- 
tion, to juſtify the ways of God, and to 
calm our minds with regard to this ſubject. 
15 * e ran doth * let us remember 
4 | | : that 


(22) 


FAR is amoral agent, not a machine im- 
pelled by irreſiſtible force. Good and evil 
are ſet before us; we have reaſon to direct 
us in our choice; and when we act con- 

trarx to. this ee there is a monitor 
| within our breaſt to call us back to the path 
from. which: we haye deviated; In addition 
to the remonſtrances of conſeience, and the 
. effects that may be ſuppoſed to reſult fre- 
quently from inward remorſe, our Creator 
bath vouchſafed to ſet before us our religi- 
ous duties by repeated revelations.—revela- 
tions, the divine origin of which is con- 
firmed by indiſputable evidence. And as 
_ miſery entered into the world by the tranſ- 
f greſſion of our firſt parents, our Saviour 


: i 7 came in the fulneſs of time to make atone- 


| ment for original fin, and to reinſtate man 
in his forfeited inheritance. That God ſtill 


| | ſuffers iniquity to abound; that he doth 


not cut off all evil-doers at once from the 
face of the earth, is the effect of his mercy; 
for he is patient and long-ſuffering, willing 
chat every ſinner ſhould repent, and fave his 


alis. But if we duiſregard all the ad- 
inonitions h 


TIED 


monitions of our Lord; if our obduracy is 
not ſoftened by the conſideration of his 
gracious torbearance, nor our fears excited 
by the apprehenſion of that vengeance 


which will finally overwhelm the diſobedi- 


ent and impenitent, his juftice will he fully 
Andicated when he ſhall come in the clouds 
of Heaven, and paſs the irreverſible _ 
tence of anden A * 8 


. cs; Gace this a 


_ + rrial; it follows that many will fall under 


the power of temptation, and that, becauſe 
iniquity doth; abound, it will abound yet 
more and more. Melancholy indeed muſt 
the reflections of every well-difpoſed perſon 
be, when he conſiders the general wicked- 
neſs of the world ; when he looks about 
him and ſees the furious ſtruggles for wealth 
and power, in which every tie of religion 
is. cancelled, and every claim of juſtice, 
charity, and humanity, is totally diſregard» 
ed; when, on the other hand, he beholds 
the dominions of vice enlarged by the 
AR is of voluptuouſnels, and the divine 


N | image 
- 1 ; 1 ; 
R , 
* 


ſenſual e Bug as it is undeniably 


it 222) 
e which God | inhpretſed- upon the * 
ited by the purſuit of 


true that the world is thus corrupt, it be- 
comes neceſſary for us to be admoniſhed of 


8 this truth, leſt our hearts wax cold in the 


ſervice due to our Maker; leſt we be dra wi 
y the prevalence of bad example, and ſe- 
duced: by the contagion of ſin into the 


1 


unhappy number of thoſe: who reject the 


means of x ws and'renounce- the inherit- 5 


Mg $5 1 9 - 3 


* 


"Is will therefore, i in the * 1 8 es 
this- ſubje&;. i in reference ti the cauſes 
which our Saviour ſaid would produce in- 
creaſe: of wickedneſs in the days of his diſ- 
tiples. Secondly, I will examine it with 
regard to the times in which we live; and 


laſtly, I will endeavour to enforce the ne- 


ceflity; of perſeverance in the ways of right 
eouſneſs; for < he that ſhall endure unto 
4 . the ſame een „„ 
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All men are fond of life: nay, ſo ſtrong 
is this attachment, that the wiſh to pre- 
ſerve our exiſtence frequently predominates 
even when the mind is a prey to anguiſh” 
and afflition that cannot be redreſſed, and 
the body is diſcruciated by the torments of 
diſeaſe that art and medicine cannot re- 
move. The great object therefore of man 
is, to purſue thoſe things that feem likely 
to ſecure his happineſs, and cautiouſſy to 
avoid whatever may be deſtructive of his 
eaſe and comfort. It is no juſt argument 
againſt this poſition to allege, that numbers 
perpetually engage in ſchemes which muſt 
infallibly eounteract their real good. The 
error in their choice ariſes from raſhneſs or 
want of wiſdom; and they are impelled by 
the violence of their paſſions to ſearch after 
happineſs from thoſe plans which can never 
lead them to the acquiſition of it. Let us 
apply this general deſire, implanted in the 
human breaſt, of ſeeking eaſe and ee 
NG to the IO oy u one> pf 6s 
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When the apoſtles entered upon the 


; aryl. work of propagating the goſpel of 


ſt, they were not unacquainted with 
the difficulties of their miniſtry, nor igno- 
rant of the ealamities that would befal them 


in the various trials which their faich muſt 


undergo; for their Lord and Maſter had 
previouſly. informed them. They them - 
ſelves indeed were endowed with peculiar 
powers from above, and enabled to execute 
their eee arduous as it really was, 


by divine inſpiration. Nothing leſs ſurely 


than this heavenly aſſiſtance could have 
ſupported them in the conflicts which they 
uniformly ſuſtained; and the conviction 


chat their ſufferings would be finally and 


fully compenſated, muſt have been firmly 
eſtabliſhed, otherwiſe they would, of all 


men have been moſt miſerable. But 
though the apaſtles were thus confirmed 
in their adherence to the Chriſtian profei- 
; fron; though they cheerfully embraced all 


the evils of poverty, encountered the ob- 
ſtinacy of oppoſition and the terrors of per- 


ſecution with inflexible fortitude, and even 


a 1 
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5 abandon their religious ſentiments; al- 
cannot be ſurpriſed that our Saviour's words 


love of many, in thoſe ſeaſons of danger, * 
ſhould have. waxed cold. Eyen, i in our days, 


* 


while they profeſs them with their lips, a 


longer raiſed againſt: Chriſtians, when we 
are no longer ſubjected-to poverty, nor ne- 
ceſſarily excluded from any of the conve- 
niences of life, on account of our religious 4H 
principles, how: many are there, who eit er "I 


( 225 * 8 « a * 
laid down their lives willingly, rather than 


though they endured thys unto the end, We 


ſhould have been verified, and that the 


when the arm of earthly vengeance is no 


wholly abjurenthe tenets of Chriſtianity, 


in- direct oppoſitio to them, though the 

ſame eternal rewards are propoſed to our 
obedience ! We cannot then juſtly „„ 
that there ſhould have been frequent in- 
ſtances of apoſtacy in the age of which we 
are now treating; that numbers ſhould have 


been deterred from embracing the faith, by 


—— 


the conſideration of the calamities to which 
they would. expoſe themſelves, and that 


m who had embraced it, ſhould, in the 


2 8 8 | bay 
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our of diſtreſs and perſecution, renounce 
1 their religion for the ſecurity of their pro- 8 
perty, or for the pt@ſervation of their lives. 
, Theſe are the ruling objects that engroſs 
almoſt the whole attention of the human 
mind. Next to the preſervation of life, we 
naturally with to acquire thoſe things that 
may na render it eaſy and comfortable: and | 
among them mankirfd have generally placed — 1 
a certain portion of wealth, according to 
their reſpective ſtations. For, however 
ſome auſtere and xecluſe philoſophers may 
þ haze occaſionally exerted their eloquence 
5 againſt riches, yet very few have been ready 
to make a voluntary ſacrifice of them, and 
ſubmit to indigence and mortification, when 
'E they had the means of pleaſure and enjoy- 
ment in their hans Now what was the 
= 2, b life of a Chriſtiah in the earlier days of the 
1 Soſpel? What was it then to take up the ö 
croſs, and follow Chriſt? It was to bid 'z 
= adieu to all the conveniences of life; 
F inſtead of honour and reſpect, to attach to 
Wo. themſelves infamy and contempt ; inſtead 
| of IE. N to encounter peril ; ES 
_ | e 


* 


* . * 


„ . 


1 of eaſe; toc walk in [thoſe rugged 
paths, where every avenue almoſt led: tos 
. diſtreſs, tormegts, and death. Then ſhall” 1 
they deliver you up to be afflicted, and 
<« ſhall kill you, and ye ſhall be hated of all. 5 
nations for my name's ſake. And then 
«ſhall many be offended, and ſhall betray one 
„another, ſhall hate one another.“ This laſt” 
is a very natural circumſtance. They who! 
are deſtitute of courage to ſtand firm againſt 
danger, are eaſily led to adopt any expe- 
dients that ſeem capable of obwiating it. 1 
One of theſe is treachery towards the part 
with whom they are united. They flatter | 
themſelves that, by betraying their :confew 
derates, they ſhall . ingratiate themſelves: | 
with their powerful enemies, and by ren- 
: dering their aſſiſtance uſeful to. them, con- 
elliate their good-will. Hence many falſe 
brethren abandoned the cauſe Which, alt 
the ſame time, they could not but acknow - * 
ledge to be the cauſe of Heaven, and ſa- 
crificed thoſe whoſe. principles they could 
not but approve, and A fortitude they s 
in their hearts admured. „ | 
Q * ; 
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beine alleges andther reaſon 1 
iniquity would aboundG. Many falſe pro- 
phets ſhall ariſe, and ſhall degeive many. 
F © The Chriſtian church was ſcarcely formed, 
= when, in different places, there ſtarted up 
l eee ee who, not ſatiſ- 


* 
* 


i . af. 4 ad aſſes and 4 
ſet na new religion drawn from their own. 
lcentious: imaginations. The world wass 
then divided into n Heathens. OThe . 


2:they bs hate to the 
Wil . nd ac of "Chriſt, they uni- 
'} 5 1 md rejected him as their Meſſiah. Per- 
K | | vertingthe denſe of the ancient oracles, they 
—— for a redeemer Who ſhould reign in 
acenrthly glory, and exalt their nation above 
weir enemies by the ſplendot of triumph, = = 
| and the glories of univerſal empire. The | 
. * 22 in TY and od” 
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1 Leng bey had loſt the knowledge 
* of the true God, and worſhipped a number * 
of dkities, to whom they aſcribed vices, : 
which' diſgrace even human nature. Yet, 
Ss in this deplorable ſtate, they were proud of 
£ their learning, and looked down with con- 
tempt upon the ſimplicity of the Chriſtian . 
| religion. Such being the ſituation of, the 
1 world, many who wiſhed to avoid the de- 
termined and bitter hoſtility of the Jew and 
Gentile, corrupted the purity of the goſpel, 
and moulded it tothe faſhion of the times. = 
Some were for forcing the doctrines of 
Chriſtianity into a conformity, with the phi- - » " 
loſophical ſyſtems they had adopted, while ” © 
others were as ſtudious to blend with theſe 
. doctrines the opinions, WL As 14 tradi- 
tions of the Jews. ST 


3 ry A 
* 25 


- The e Hl of theſe hereſics was, | 
- * 3 numbers, on The. one hand, became 5 
Chriſtians by profeſſion, but were deſtitute 
i of daa tas ſpirit of Chriſtianity; nnn - © 
F nu on the other, revolted from the e 
oe inſtructions of the apoſtles, and no longer 41 
%%% œ ĩ] 8 8 + 4 


. 
*. 230 ) - * * 
3 received of them. Many probably; confirmed 
= + mthe errors of Pagan ſuperſtition, w 
i to incorporate as much as they could of 
their ancient, rites with the religion of 
hriſt: and many undoubtedly ſubſcribed 
. to theſe mixed ſyſtems, that they might 
6 ſhelter themſelves againſt the violence of 
e and by rendering their doe- 
5 trines, in ſome meaſure, palatable to the grofs 
. | coneeptions of the age, mitigate the fury 
| = which, they faw urnforeMly * fall upon real 
* Chriſtians. * | 
. 's i 1522 8 i; . 
Such were th 
| that verified our Saviqhr 8 v. len „ 
from theſe cauſes did «iniquity then abound, 
„and the love of many wax cold.“ It re- 
mains for me to conſider why this is the 
caſe at preſent, and to ſhew you the ne- 
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ouſheſs, becauſe *he that ſhall endure unto. 
the end, the fame ſhall be ſaved. But 
mis mut be referred to another oppor- 


walked after the tradition x Wbiqtf they had 


eeflity of perſevering in the ways of righte- 9 


4 


be hid from our * 


C 231) 
In the mean time, from what has ko 
already ſaid, we may gather ſufficient mo- 
tives to excite our attention, and animate 
our vigilance. If they who heard the apoſ- 


tles, and were eye-witneſſes of the wonder- 


ful works that atteſted the divinity of their 
miſſion; if ſome of them nevertheleſs re- 
jected the word, and ſome apoſtatized from 
the faith, we ſurely ought to walk with 
„ EiMabecich; and as we are ſurrounded 


by temptations, we ought to be conſtantly 


on our guard, leſt we be hardened, through 
the deceitfulneſs of ſin. Let us, therefore, 
ſeek the Lord early while he may be found; 
let us call upon him while he is near; be- 
fore we be overtaken by the thaw of 


1 death, when that night cometh wherein | 


yi man can work. And may the grace of 
God, which is able to raiſe even the dead to 
fe, enable us to finiſh this our great work; 

before the things that belong to our peace 
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Es. Aarrun, chap! . ver. 12 and 8 ; 
2 . becauſe iniquity ſhall ag, the love * | 
many. ball wax colds ® 
But be that ſpall —_— unto rhe end, the Keen 
"I be 5 . OY 0 


** the attributes of God, on account * 
of the cauſes why iniquity abounded in the 
earlier age of the goſpel, and why the love 
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N a TOON diſcourſe upon theſe words, 
I firſt adverted to ſome objections raiſed 


of the introduction and continuance of evil 
in the world. In the next place, I treated 


of many then waxed OF. I Wil ndw - NM 
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proceed to conſider the adn why this is 
the caſe at e » * 


- 


. The principal . to Which the averſion 


of manking to the profeſſion of Chriſtianity 


Was at owing, was the un die 
and ſevere evils unta which the aygwal of 
their faith expoſed them. Both Jew and 
Gentile united in their virulent oppoſitigg, R 
do the followers of Chriſt: little lenity could = 
be expected from the inflexible bi gotyy of 


the one, and as little indulgence from the a 
d yolaptuous'idolatry of the other. 


, Whoever, therefore, conſulted his preſent 


eaſe, and regarded his ſecurity, was naturally 
, Inclined to reject the goſpel; conſequently, 


: it M not wonderful that iniquity ſhould 
| abound, and the love of many wax cold. 


The very diſeiples themſelves, we know, 
8 our Lord was delivered into the hands 


of his enemies, and the powers of darkneſs 


triumphed, yielded to the influence of feax. 
At that dangerous and trying criſis, they 
all forſook him, and fled. The conviction 
as truly the Toa of God, and the, 
ER Saviour 


( 285 ) 
Saviour promiſed from the foundation 


ſeaſon of diſtreſs 8285 on 


Theſe terrors, indeed, are now wp the 


» Mercifu iF providence of God, removed from 
us. The Chriſtian religion is ſo far from 


moted by them. The adoption of it is fo 


* 
far from counteracting our endeavours in 


the purſuit of honours and dignities, that 


we cannot poſſeſs them without at leaſt a 1 
verbal declaration of our belief, and an ex- 


ternal compliance with the moſt ſacred rite 


of the church. Yet ſtill, though we nei- : 


ther abandon our property, nor abiidge our- 
| ſelves of the conveniences ang comforts of 
the world, nor hazard our liberty and lives 
by being fincere Chriſtians, it is undenia- 
bly true, That iniquity nevertheleſs 'doth 


abound, and the love: of many war cold. 
If the life of a Chriſtian was, as hath been 
of danger, we are aſ- 


already ſhewn, a! fe 


| 


the world, was not able to ſecure their at- | 
tachment, and preſerve their argu th in that ; 


be ing perſecuted by the governing ; powers, 
th at it is eſtabliſhed, 'maintained, and pro- 


, 
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Wed by the Scriptures, that it will ever be 
à life of trial: and were it not, our ad- 
herence to the word of God and our con- 
tinuance in the ways of righteouſneſs, 
would be little entitled to eternal happineſs; 
for ſuch a ſublime recompenſe is too valu- 
able to be conferred upon ſervices which, 
in that caſe, would have but a poor claim to 
any reward. We are commanded to work 
out our ſalvation with fear and trembling; 
with fear, on account of the formidable 
| temptations which ſurround us; with trem- * 
bling, left, by | negligence and want of 
_ fortitude inour _ ſpiritaal warfare, we be 
found unworthy of the benefits which the | 
_ merits of Chriſt have, procured. Every al- Eo 


5 lurement that tends to corrmt. our hearts 


and alienate us from the pure precepts of 2 
the goſpel, ig an enemy whom we are called 
upon to reſiſt. As long, therefore, as theſe * 
. temptations remain, there will be danger; 


2 and the more mankind yield to thi k attack, 


the vos: will iquity Sound. 1 9 


(237 ) 
The rigorous inclemency of cold and froſt 
| an ee powers of man, and by 
benumbing the limbs, - renders” them in- 
competent to taſks of labour and toil. 
Vier is the. intenſe application of heat leſs 
| detrimental. The languor and fdintnes — i _ 
S which it generates in the body, produce 1 
| debility, and render the frame equally inade- 
quate to thoſe efforts that we ought toiexs 
ert. The ſame mode of reaſoning may be 
applied to the two ſtates of adverſity and 
© prgſperity. The former is apt to extin- 
guiſh the ſpirit of reſolution, to deaden the 
ardour of activity; and by the gloomyelouds _ 
> of diſtreſs which are condenſed around us, * 
itt involves us in the chilling and ungenial 
ſhades of deſpair. The latter operates with 
equal malignity, and is no leſs ſubjjerfive of 
the duties we owe to God and man. He 
that baſks in the clear ſunſhine of proſpe- 
rity, is inſenſibly debilitated, and led to loſe 
all thought of the future in preſent en- 
joyments. Finding himſelf. poſſeſſed of the | 
ES ability to gratify his deſire of pleaſure, he 
conſiders attention to the miſeries of others 
„F„F„ßͤĩ as 
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as theintrufies embitterer of his own repoſe ;. 
his heart, conſequently, becomes indifferent 
to the claims of his brethren, and muſt of 
cCourſe wax cold in its adoration of the Su- 
| preme Being ; ; forits whole „ Gr RNS * 
in earthly gratifications. 550 
nec w i 5 il 
As th che effuſion. of a e DEF mo- 
raliſt, or is it the repreſentation of a rare 
and an uncommon caſe, a picture drawn 
rather from faney than from nature? Would 
it were either! But alas! the world - 
Miübits examples in confirmation of what 
bias been mentioned, too numerous to be 
_ overlooked, and too ſtriking to be contro- | 
5 mne If many fink under the preſſure of * 
atffliction when their chemes are defeated, 
| F ee diſpenfations, and queſtion the 
J]uſtice of God, becauſe their portion in this 
life is evil, how many, on the other hand, 
are ſeduced into the paths of iniquity by) 
the ſmiles of fortune! What numbers, while 
vine. Providence favours their endeavours, | 
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them, are wholly forgetful of their Bene- 


factor, praiſe not the Lord for his goodneſs, 


nor intereſt themſelves in the leaſt for the 


4 


_ cjous effect upon others. Even the juſt 
and righteous; ; men who a 
dhe ſupremacy of God, and were conſcious 
that all things were directed by unerring 


* 


* 


85 => the ungodly, who proſper in the worlds 
'* they increaſe ih riches, Verily, I Have 


benefit of their brethren ; thus viblating at 
once the two great duties upon which 
hang all the law and the prophets, and 
without the practice of which, the Profeſ- 
fion of Chriſtianity is an empty ſhadow, 
It cannot be wondered that this ſenſual de- 


pravity, ſo conſpicuous in the lives of the | 


rich and proſperous, ſhould have a perni- 


knowledged 


wiſdom, have been diſquieted by the view 


of proſperous wickedneſs, and almoſt tempt- 


ed to ſwerve from the line of religious re- 


ſignation. * Behold,” ſays David, theſe aue 


ce cleanſed my heart in W and waſhed | 
* my hands in innocency.“ If David's 
Io BE were > almoſt gone, an his ſteps had 


* 
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- 


2:5 
4 


(6240) | 
e well-nigh ſlipped,” on account. of the 
. triumphant and flouriſhing condition of the 
wicked, how much more is this likely to be 
the caſe f weaker men, who ſeldom enteyg 
into the ſanctuary of God for a reſolution | 
doof their perplexing doubts. - And if, for 
„ wand of attention to the declarations of 
| ſcripture, they are led to queſtion the power 
or to think lightly of the juſticg and good- 
neſs of their Creator, the tranſition is; eaſy 
from irreligious ſpeculation to irreligious 
practice. When they contemplate the pre- 
ſent eurity*of the wicked; when they 
conſider that wealth, however unjuſtly aces 
cumulated, procures the enjoyment of every © 
kind of pleaſure, and that elevated; rank, 

| without- a grain of real merit in the poſ- 
| ſeflor of it, conciliates external reſpect and 
ſervile obſcquiouſneſs ; when they reflect 
g theſe things, and at the lame time feel 
Felt: int from the apprehenſion of divine 

| judgment, they will hardly feel much from 
a ſenſe of moral obligations. Hente it has 
5 885 happened, that men, contem- 
= N * 


a 
* 


ln) e 

Nada honours or e as the ſole objects 
worthy of their purſuit, have made no ſeruple 
of violating the moſt ſolemn ties of religion 
and humanity, when the violation ſeemed 
likely to facilitate the accompliſhment of 
their wiſhes. Thus iniquity may be ſaid not 
only to abound, but by abounding, to ex- 
tend the limits of its dominions. This will 

appear in a ſtill ſtronger light, from what 1 
am abaut. to * 3 TOS 


. 
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| The power of faſhion Savers ae 
and it would be well for the world if it 
were confined to the levities of dreſs, or if 


itz authority only ſuperintended the forms 


and ceremonies in the departments of polite 
life. But alas! unhappily for the real wel- 
fare of mankind, this influence is not alone 


cxerted in thoſe comparàtivelyunimportant 


matters. Faſhion. predominates ina „ 
ſphere of action: — this arbitrary demon 
contyByls the very vital principles af mo- 
| ad invalidates the ſolemn precepts 
of ae itſelf. "A "OY Wa of 
| 13 3 not - virtue 
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iztue and phbty are, ſacrificed, with indif- 
-Ference and unconcern, to the ee oy 
| nos. : 
I 
That in is a icin . no 
untivnal perſon will ſurely deny; that the 
Affe of a gameſter is a ſtate of diſquietude, 
alarm, and perturbation, is clear, becauſe 
all his hopes ultimately reſt upon the pre- 
carious co- operation of chance; and the 
accumulated gain of years may be loſt 
by the fatal caſualties of a ſingle evening; 
_ -and ſhat the miſeries Which attend perſons 
of this ſtamp are manifold and heavy, is 
evident from the various inſtances of diſ- © 
ares Which. this metropolis exhibits. We 
_ -frequently'ſcegmitn, in a moment, reduced 
roi aſſtuenoe to poverty; nor does the 
zeil terminate hefe. Whole families are 
inudlved in the miſerable conſequences : in- 
Ave and want are entailed upon an in- 
©  ,northt and unoffending poſterity, by the 
anton ee, an infatuated individual. 
Het; withita nding theſe. calamitous, theſe ; 
_ -*eommon effects, we can hardly name any 
. 4 my 


Fe 7 
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„ | 
depravity more prevalent -in the preſent 


RES 


Though there be in man an inherent | 
| tendenc to wickedneſs, the paſſion for 
gaming cannot be wholly aſcribed to this 
natural corruption, Vice generally makes 
its approaches under the captivating form of 
pleaſure, and acquires votaries by the pro- 
miſe of earthly good. Now, what gratifi- 
cation is to be ſecured by play! ? In the firſt 
; place, our on property is conſigned to 
hazard: in the next, if it be fortunately 
_ enlarged by ſucceſs, the augmentation on ' 
our ſide ariſes from a diminution of the 


wealth of ſome other perſon. Such an in- 


creaſe of revenue cannot be very grateful 
to the feelings of any humane perſon ; and 
whatever comforts this acceſſion of wealth 
may admit him to the participation of, they 
muſt be embittered by the reflection that, 


in all probability, they are procured by the 


miſery of others. Beſides, this vice, for the 
moſt part, predominates among men of 


rank and fortune. Were it not. evident 
| R2 beyond 
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rend diſpute, it would be hardly credible 


that any opulent perſon ſhould be thus en- 


| ſhared. He is poſſeſſed, by his elevated 
| condition, of all that can gratify pride, and 


able, by his riches, to enjoy all the luxuries 
of this world. What then can tempt him 


thus to conſign the means of his eaſe and 
happineſs to the caſual arbitration of a dye? 
Any addition he may make to his eſtate will 


contribute little towards extending the 
boundaries of his enjoyments. What then 
can induce him to expoſe that, by which 


years of delight may be ſecured, to the 
chance of a moment? Theſe are queſtions 
not to be ſolved by a reference to the com- 
mamon cauſe of iniquity, namely, the hope « of 
Eq, pleaſing gratifications. Such irrational con- 
duct muſt be imputed to the force of faſhion, 


and the powerful contagion of evil aſſocia- 


tion. Many are ſo confirmed by habit in im- 
> moral courſes, that what they at firſt loathed 


and looked upon with abhorrence and de- 
teſtation, they hold eflentially neceſſary to 


their comfort; and many are ſo ſtrongly 
. by daily EAT to abandoned - 


com- 
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panions, that the approbation of the moſt 
* worthleſs is their higheſt glory, and the 


cenſure of the moſt profligate the only ig- 
nominy they dread. Provided they can en- 

ſure the firſt and obviate the latter, they 
care not what breaches they make in the 
moral or divine law ; while faſhion digni- 
fies them with the title of men of ſpirit, 


and their aſſociates enroll them in the liſt of - 
men of honour, they bid defiance to all the 


dictates of wiſdom, and trample upon all 


the commands of religion: it cannot then 


be wondered that, on this account, iniquity 


'- ſhould abound, and the love of 1 7 5 wax 
„ | 

Marriage has in all ages been accounted 8 
the moſt important of the relative connex- 


ions in life; it hath everywhere received 


the attention of legMators, and been among Bo 


Wh people conſecrated by the ſolemn cere- 


monies of religion. In ſo awful a light 
was this tie regarded by the Jews, that the 
law of Moſes condemned thoſe who were 
guilty of adultery to no leſs a puniſhment 


mo than 
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than death. And indeed, Wen we eon 


nder the great influence that marriage hath 


in ſociety, we ſhall not be ſurprized that it 
| hath obtained ſo much notice among men; 5 
yet venerable as the inſtitution is from the 
principles of religion, and important as it 
is on account of its manifold advantages to 


ſociety, it is unhappily true that, in our 
days, numerous inſtances ſhew What little 
weight it poſſeſſes. Amidſt the cauſes to 


which this flagrant violation of the nuptial 
bond may be aſcribed, the force of example 


is not the leaſt conſiderable. When brea- 
ches are daily made in the laws of morality 
and religion, without the tranſgreſſors ſuf- 


fering from legal interference, and even 
without their encountering the reproaches | 


of public contempt, it cannot be aſtoniſſi- 


ing that the virtue of pthers ſhould wax 


cold, and that they ſhoulTherifice the du- 
ties of piety to the ſeducing allurements of 


licentious pleaſure.” Though adultery be a 
crime expreſsly prohibited by the law of 


God; though the peace of families be ſub- 
wetted, and the future welfare of children 


intercepted : 


bed © Aw.) „ | 
intercepted by it, faſhion has contrived to * Xe 
diſguiſe its real nature, and to diminiſh the 4 
deteſtation which it merits, by giving it the 
ſpecious name of Gallantryj. Hence it 
comes to paſs, that, while numbers are re- 
peatedly cut off by an ignominious death 
for crimes far leſs heinous in the ſight of 
Heaven, and far leſs detrimental to the in- 
_ tereſts of the community, the faſhionable 
adulterer openly triumphs in his iniquity, 
and, becauſe he eſcapes the tribunal of men, 
he heſitates not to brave that of his God. 
When the manners of the great are thus 
corrupted, it follows of courſe that the in- 
ferior orders of men muſt, in ſome degree, 
partake of the contamination; for the 
= fountain that is vitiated eannot but com- 
L municate its baneful qualities to every 
ſtream with which its Waters are blended „ 
in their progres. 52.1; -. 


| It would bs an fy matter to — 
more largely upon this ſubje&, by advert 
ing to other kinds of wickedneſs that origi- 


nate PROM fimilar ſources ; ; but as the ob- 
'R4 ferfations 
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diess already made are ſufficient to 
elucidate the point propoſed, ſuch a minute 
enquiry is at preſent unneceſſary. Let us 
however remember, that the real nature of 
things is not altered by opinion or cuſtom: 
the diſtinctions between virtue and vice are 
immutable; and though men may, in com- 
pliance with faſhion, or in obedience to the 
temptations of the world, conceal the na- 


tive deformity of the latter by the orna- 


ments of a ſpecious dreſs, its eſſence will 
always be the ſame. The word of God, 

which is truth itſelf, conforms not with the 
perverted notions of mankind; it pronoun- 


._ _ ces luſt, Adultery, and duelling Murder. He, 


therefore, who acquieſces in the abſurd de- 
cifions of men, and orders his conduct, not 


| according to the dictates of reaſon, but by 
the determination of modern manners, may 
be ſaid to eſteem the praiſe of men more 


than the praiſe of God. It requires indeed 
ſome degree of firmneſs to ſtand undaunted 
amidft the bitter ſcoffs of proſperous infi- . 
delity, and a conſiderable portion of reſolu- 


tion to keep our virtue ſecure againſt the 
VVV open 


( 
open and inſidious attacks of temptation; 


yet this we muſt endeavour to do to inherit 
eternal life; for he that ſhall endure unto 


the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved. No 
one it is true can attain unſullied purity ; 


we are by nature corrupt ; ; infirmity may. 
impede our ſteps in the paths of duty, in- 
advertency may ſurprize us, and want of 
ability will ever render our beſt endeavours 
: incomplete ; but we are not to be weighed” 


in the ſcales of juſtice unqualified with | 


mercy: ſalvation is the gift of God's grace, | 
through the merits of Chriſt, and not at- 


tainable ſolely by our own efforts, nor to 


be demanded as the due reward of our pious 


ſervices, however eminent they may ſeem 
in our eyes. Miſerable would our condition 
be, if eternal happineſs were to be awarded 
to the performance of particular duties, and 
thoſe duties at the ſame time faintly pointed 
out: the terms of our acceptance are ſo 
clearly and unequivocally propoſed, that no 
one can plead ignorance: it is the buſineſs 


of earthly wiſdom to encounter labour in 


Ls to the value of the object to be 
| 9 5 N 


88 


———— Ü —„—U— —— — 4G 9 OS) 


- _— 1 nes — — — — 
1 cc LE \ — = wo _ ST N 
l — IE : — — 
1 = — — N 3 * - — — 
— - —— - — — — —— — . 
l — — — "MOST - — — — 
— 7. MN cn TAE IA #14 9 Bats 4 ed res — Way on — a— wa — IT - 
a 2 ——— —-—-—-— . 5 — 
her — avs — — ˙———— 1 » 2 1 8 — vs, 2A — wa. 3 — —— * 2 — - — — u - p 
9 a 7 ? v ” : 4 
1 a * * 
3 


6— — — — — — =—_ 
2 bY — 2 — = 9 — 
o = - — 
——— —— — —— U — — —— —— ——¾wä 
—— — 8 1 * 
* — 5 — 
5 
4 þ bs 
1 * 


(af) 


g gained: where that is great, men willingly 


endure toil, and cheerfully expoſe them- 
ſelves to danger. Now what are the higheſt 
Bee in this world compared with 
the bleſſings of Heayen ! And if we are 
zealous to conciliate "the patronage of thoſe 


* by whom our temporal intereſts may be 


advanced, how much more ſhould we en- 


 deavour' to pleaſe Him © in whom we live, 

'« move, and have our being 
tion and preſervation, the means of grace 
and the hope of glory, are all the voluntary 
gifts of Divine Goodneſs. Our merits can- 
not claim ſuch exalted attention from our 


15 


Our crea- 


Creator, nor can any returns we make, in 


e leaft contribute to the promotion of his 
© happineſs. The benefits imparted to man 


by our gracious Benefactor, are the effects 


of the pureſt and moſt diſintereſted love, 


. Shall we then deny him the tribute of gra- 


titude? Shall we refuſe to pay that ſervice 


which is our bounden duty, and which 
will finally conduct us to eternal life? 


& 4 
, | * 


0 25 . . 
Let all thoſe 9 have hitherto made 
the word of God the rule of their actions, 
perſevere in the ways of religion, and thus 
make their election ſure! For “* it would 
® be better for them not to have known 
« the way of righteouſneſs at all, than, 
«after they have known it, to turn from 
„ the holy commandment delivered unto 
% them!” Let thoſe perſons who have 
hitherto contemned the ordinances of the 
Lord, and given up their hearts to the de- 
luſions of iniquity, reflect in time upon 
their perilous condition! Let them conſider 
that the day is far ſpent, and that the ſhades 
of death are gathering faſt around them! 
Mercy is ſtill within their reach: rebellious 
as they have been, they may yet regain the 
favour of their God, and by ſincere peni- 
tence obliterate the deepeſt ſtams of guilt : _ 
but if they obſtinately perſiſt in wickedneſs, 
the proffered mercy will be finally with- 
drawn from them ; for the Supreme Being 
is a God of juſtice, and will infallibly re- 
ward EVETY. one accoring + to his SES. | 


8 * 2 Peter, chap. ii. ver. 20. 
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N : a faces” Chriſtian conſiders, 
on the one hand, the purity of life 
which he is called upon by his religion to 
attain, and, on the other, the impoſſibility 
of eſcaping the judgment of God, as he 
cannot but acknowledge himſelf deficient ' 
in the former point, he muſt of courſe dread 
being expoſed to the yengeance of the lat- 
ter. Let his hs have been ever ſo emi- 


Ho 


uu, 


nent, when compared with the more fla - 
grant iniquity of others, he muſt ſtill be 
ſenſible that he can claim no rewards from 
the tribunal of the Moſt High by his own 
intrinſic merits. When he retires from the 
tumult of the world, communes ſeriouſly 
\with his own heart, and enters into an im- 
partial review of his paſt days, he will re- | 
collect many lapſes and failings; he will 
call to mind many opportunities that were 
offered for the diſplay of Chriftian virtues, 
which he neglected to improve properly; ; 
many inſtances in which performance was 35 
far below hat it ought to have been, and 
very inferior to What it might have been 
by the full exertion of the abilities that 
were, beſtowed, . Such, I believe, will be 
the reflections of even the beſt men, When 
they requr to meditations of this kind. 
And what muſt be the effects of them in a 
he breaſt of a real believer ?. As he knows | 
that fin i is a breach of the divine lay, and 
therefore an? object of puniſhment, he will 
berzealous to avert or mitigate t the ſentence 
of. Saetauation: he "he 4 courſe, en- 


deavour. 


Fa -* < FP A 
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fe 


„„ 
deavour to appeaſe the anger of God by + 


-contrition, and conciliate by fidelity the 
Favour of Him whoſe diſpleaſure he hath 
excited by diſobedience. When a man has 
in a flagrant degree violated thoſe laws by 


which alone the welfare of ſociety can be 
maintained, it is incompatible with the 


good of the community that his iniquity 


ſhould paſs unpuniſned; it is expedient that 
he ſhould ſuffer, in order that others may 


be deterred from ſimilar offences by the 


fear of ſimilar evil; but the Almighty 
ſtands in no need of ſuch means for the 
maintenance of his ſecurity: his felicity 


can neither be increaſed by the faithful 
attachment, nor impaired by the diſobedi- 


ence of mortals; being infinite in merey 


and goodneſs, he hath indeed created us all 


for happineſs; for which purpoſe he hath 
| ws us laws, and endowed us n 1 


Since our creation and ebe * 


to be aſcribed to the voluntary enertion of 


TY 256) 


£ we hope to participate i in future muſt flow 5 
from the ſame gracious ſource, it is un- 
doubtedly our firſt duty to obey Him unto 
whom, unworthy as we are, we ſtand fo 
highly indebted: it is alſo our ſupreme i in- 


tereſt to ſecure the protection of Him Who 


van alone be our effectual ſupport; for in 


his hands only are the iſſues of life and 
death. As we cannot therefore contem- 
plate the Deity in the light of our common 


BE. parent without emotions of gratitude, ſo 


neither can we reflect upon his ee and 
tee without a awe: and reverence. . 


* 


8 account of this 510 of the a 


Es Aer obligations, the Scriptures require 
from us uniform obedience to the ordinan- 


des of Heaven; They command us to love 
God with all our heart, with all our ſoul, 


: ; with all our ſtrength, and with all-our un- 


derſtanding; that is, that every principle 
Within us which can teſtify our 5 
ſientiments, ſhould be invariably exerted 
for that purpoſe. — Under the 3 dil. 


3 * were calle 


* | a.” 
N 5 : rigi 9. 
* * 8 ; 


t 
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rigid, conſtant, and full acquieſcence with 
the ſtatutes delivered to them by their le- 

giſlator. It is there ſaid, Curſed be he 
4 that confirmeth not all the words of this 
. law to do them: nor is the injunction 

leſs poſitive or leſs comprehenſive under 
the goſpel; © + Whoſoever ſhall break one 
of theſe leaſt commandments, and ſhall 
« teach men ſo, he ſhall be called the leaſt 
„ in the kingdom of Heaven: in like 
a St. James affirms, *« Whoſoever _ 


« ſhall keep the whole law, and yet offend 


in one point, he is guilty of all.” What 
then, it may be urged, is there no differ - 
ence between crimes? Are all offences 
reducible to the ſame ſtandard of crimi- 
nality? Or is he that ſins in one point 
only, equally guilty with him who knows 
no reſtraint, but paſſively follows whete- 

ever his depraved paſſions lead him? If 

: this is the. caſe, truly miſerable muſt the 


_ * Deuteronomy, chap. xxvii. ver, 26, 
1 Matthew, chap, v. vers 19. 
1 lot 


me 258 7 = 
lot of 3 be; for ſince no one can 
boaſt emen rectitude in the patlis of 
| ty nor can truly ſay : he hath made his 
1 6 and is pure from ſin, no one 
can, upon this ſuppoſition, flatter” himſelf” 
that he ſhall be r to FRE N 
tion. . ith „„ [4 


uch La juſtly deducible FN 
he words "of- the apoſtle, we ſhould of all 
created; beings be the moſt miſerable the 
powers of reaſon by which we are ſo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed, inſtead of a blefling, 
would then be a curſe: they would con- 
denſe the ſhades of deſpair around us into a 
maſs of impenetrable gloom, by pointing 
out to us a ſtate of the pureſt and moſt ſub- 
lime happineſs, and at the ſame time Wee | 
* aur total ye! of Ow to attain it. 


«But the bee in the tert, en | 
[Joins and ſtrong it may appear at firſt” 
ght, and when conſidered as detached 
from what follows, does not really place us 
in ſo ram Ld a predicament. The apoſ- 

4 tles 


. 6259) 5 
tle's affirmation is explained by himſelf in 
the ſubſequent verſe: For he that ſaid 
« Do not commit adult „Aid alſo Do not 
« kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, 
_ * yet if thou killgghou art become a tranſ- 
“ greſſor of the law.” © Whoſoever ther- 
e fore ſhall keep the whole laws and * 
* offend in one point, he is guilty of all:? 
that is, he as truly diminiſh the hond 
of the law, and deſpiſes the authority of 
the law-giver, as he that offends in more 
points: he is as truly become a tranſgreſſor 
of the law, and as really derogates from its 
authority, as if he were guilty of more 


tranſgreſſions; not that he who affends in os 


one point is as great a ſinner or deſerves as 
ſevere a puniſhment as he that offends in 


* 


more; but he as truly derogates from he 


authority of the law, and of him who gave 
it, though not in ſo great a degree. The 
honour therefore due to the laws of God, 
is Garmanifhed v5.0 ſin, and 17 more en 


Clarke, yol. viii. pa RP 


3 7 | and 
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and contemptuous any fin be, ſo much the 
o—_ wt B * ms: 


"tit ante 0 e . ; 
——_— difficulty is remoyed; and that this 


we” their real meaning, is obvious from the 


apoſtle s deduction: for we cannot ſuppoſt 


. him to-aſſert*that every deviation from the 


commands af God, however comparatively 


3 is equally heinous with the perpe- 
tration of complicated and heavier crimes. 


all religion which are eftabliſhed in the 
mercy of the Supreme Being. We know 
that we are all children of wrath and ſons 
of diſobedience; ſo far are the beſt of us 
from being able to claim rewards by our 

own intrinſic. deſerts, that the ſalvation» of 


the moſt righteous men muſt finally reſt in 


the merits of our Saviour, and can alone be 


procured by that propitiatory blood which 


51 


_ was. ſhed upon the croſs for the expiation 


of the ſins of the "whole world. 
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If God were extreme to mark what is 
done amiſs, who could abide his judgment ? 
If all offences were equal in his fight, and 
a ſingle breach of religion equal in delin- 
quency to the commiſſion of manifold 
crimes, the means of grace would be inef= 
fectual, and the hope of glory entirely ba- 


ES 


niſhed from the human breaſt. | ms 1 


7 Al : 8 have found = neceſlh ry to * 


repreſs iniquity by penal terrors ; they have 
accordingly attached puniſhment to thoſe 
actions by which the rights of individuals 

are violated, or the welfare of ſociety en- 
dangered. Should a criminal be arraigned 
for robbery, it would be no abſolute excul- 
pation, if he alleged that he had not added 
murder; nor will the forbearance of the 
latter, though it originate from compunc- 
tions of conſcience, abſolve him from the 
ſentence denounced againſt the former. In 
doubtful caſes indeed, where the charge is 
not ſubſtantiated by concluſive evidence, a 
reference may be properly made to the ge- 


neral tenour of the accuſed perſon s life; 
7 and 
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and if that appear mathe to have been 
upon the whole, moral ar d virtuous, it 
may be admitted as a ſtrong plea againſt 
the probability of guilt in the inſtance ad- 
duced; but open crimes muſt receive the 
ſentence of the law, though particular and 
Palliating circumſtances may ſuſpend and 
avert the infliction of it by the interference 

* of that diſcretionary power with which the 
hands of executive government are wiſely | 
81 inveſted. Sy | 


\ 
** 


Can we imagine that the Tilden of all the 
earth will do leſs righteouſly ?' That he 
Who hath eſtabliſhed unalterable diſtinc- 

tions between good and evil, looks with 


8) . : indifference | upon virtue and piety which 


he hath ſanctioned by the promiſe of re- 
' with; and beholds without abhorrence 
iniquity, againſt which he hath denounced 
indignation and vengeance ? Or can we 
ſuppoſe that he, whoſe tender mercy is over 
all his works, will ſerutinize every human 
failing with extreme rigour, and make no 
_ difference bet een error and 1 
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2 333 „„ 
guilt; between actions avowedly e com niki 
againſt the dictates of conſcience, and the 
ta ual ee of in eee | 


- The word of God, that Kea which is 
truth itſelf, informs us that à day is reſery- 
ed by the Moſt High for the final diſtribu- 
tion of impartial and univerſal juſtice ? and 
we may reſt aſſured, that condemnation 
will then be paſſed, not upon the imperfec- 
tions inſeparable from our corrupt nature; 

not upon the deluſions of inſuperable igno- 
rance, or the accidental deviations - that 
have ariſen from inadverteney and 'weak- 
neſs, but upon preſumptuous offences; 
crimes that have been perpetrated through 
a wilful contempt of the light of reaſon, 
and in open defiance of the prohibitions of 
revealed religion. We have the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurance that the deciſion will be ſuch, 
ſince © God fo loved the world, that he 
% gave His only begotten Sony to the end 
« that all that believe in him ſhould not 
« periſh, but have everlaſtingdife; and he 
No 9 ſubmitted to the loweſt 
24 ſtate 
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| Hate of 8 and became 3 | 
_ unto death, even the death upon the croſs, 
that he might redeem the ſons of men, is to 


be our Judge in the great day of univerſal re- 
. tribution, - But while theſe reflections on 


the mercy of God tend to alleviate the ter- 


rors which muſt arife from the contempla- 


tion of his unlimited knowledge, His al- 


mighty power and unerring juſtice, while 
they enable us amidſt our complicated 


tranſgreſſions to look up to the throne of 


grace, animated by the hope of eternal life, 
through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, let us 
not arrogantly preſume that we are in a 
ſtate of ſecurity ! that our faith is ſuch as 
no temptations can ſubvert, or that our 
piety hath been ſo pure and uniform, that 
it may without diffidence claim immortal 
Mn at the ture! of our Reden. 


'If many pious Chriſtians ks i exem- 
4 plary. by a life of righteouſneſs, have. been 
unable to turn their thoughts towards final 
judgment without fear and trembling, be- 
cauſe they were conſcious how unyorthy 


8 : ; 
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(2686) 
even their beſt endeavours muſt appear in 
the preſence of perfect holineſs, - numbers 
we know have run into the other extreme; 
have ſuppoſed themſelves, from the adop- 
tion of particular tenets, or from conceited 
notions of their own worthineſs, infal- 
libly placed in the happy liſt of the elect. 
That ſuch arrogance is incompatible' with 
the declarations of ſcripture, is evident; 
for we are told, that after all, we are ſtill 
unprofitable ſervants; that is, we can claim 
lttle for merely having done our duty 
that our beſt actions, when compared with 
what is due to the majeſty and goodneſs of 
God, are of trifling value; and that all our 
| hopes of acceptance muſt ultimately reſt, 


© not in the merit of our virtues, however 


eminent they may ſeem in our own eyes, 
but in the operation of divine mercy. Be- 
ſides, is there no danger in this opinion of 


perfect ſecurity ? He who believes that 
there is none, muſt be obdurately inſen- 


ſible to the evidence of daily experience. 
How often is the ſtrength of a man foiled 
* his In not bert i h g ._ 


inferior 
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inferior to that of his opponent, but be⸗ 
cauſe a conſciouſneſs of ſuperiority, begets 
ting too much confidence, precludes neceſ- 


tary. caution. The greateſt and beſt ap- 


pointed armies have frequently been de- 
feated by a ſimilar reliance upon their own 


| ſuperior ſtrength, and a careleſs contempt 


of their adverſaries : thus the very means 
of ſucceſs produce defeat, and that which 
would have. enſured ſafety, by deſtroying 
circumſpection, becomes the ſource of ruin. 


Shall we then deſpiſe theſe admonitions of 


the vanity of human confidence ? Shall WE 
preſumptuouſly truſt to our own powers i 
concerns of much higher importance; and 
while we are ſurrounded by enemies that 
war againſt our everlaſting welfare, ene- 


mies that do not always direct their attack 


in the forms of avowed and open hoſtility, 


but who are more dangerous, becauſe they 
To frequently ik approaches under the 
banners of frien | 
the paths of deſtruction. by the inſidious 
blandiſhments of pleaſure or intereſt ? - In 
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41 
we be careleſs and inattentive? and, becauſe 
we have hitherto eluded the vigilance of 
our adverſary, ſhall we improvidently ne- 
glect the only means by which our preſerva- 
tion can be completely ſecured ? Our virtue 
may at preſent be active, our faith firm, 
and our actions agreeable to the ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity ; yet while we are ſurrounded 
by foes, caution is neceſſary; and while 
| temptations daily affail us, fortitude muſt 
be exerted without remiſſion, leſt the fruits 
of our former triumphs be ſnatched from us 
in a moment, and our endeavours, hitherto 
ſucceſsful, terminate in diſgrace and miſery. 
The Scriptures animate us to the diſcharge 
of our ſeveral duties by example as well as 
precept; there is ſufficient in them to con- 
found the vanity of preſumption, and ſilence 
the oſtentatious boaſts of ſelf - conceited 
merit. We read of many, who altho' par- 
_ ticularly diſtinguiſhed by their righteouſneſs 
as the ſervants of the living God, were o- 
caſionally unable to reſiſt the power of 
temptation, and in the hour of trial fell a 
facriſice to the ſnares of ſin. I will men- 
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a tion only. one 3 When our Lord, 
f knowing that the time of his ſufferings 
| drew nigh, informed his diſciples that their 
= | fidelity would yield to the impreſſions of ö 
5 fear; that they would all forſake him in the Rs 
1 dangerous criſis, and conſult their perſonal 
20 ſafety by flight, St. Peter, full of zeal in 
— the ſervice of his Maſter, and fired at the i un- 
„ putation of ſuch apoſtacy, boldly avow¾ed his 
wal readineſs even to die in ſupport of the faith 
9 which he had profeſſed. Yet how ſoon did 
i the emptineſs of theſe zealous proteſtations 
1 appear! He not only denied his Lord and 
1 Saviour, but aggravated his deſertion by 
9 . oaths and imprecations. This is a memora- 
"A dle proof how eaſily the fortitude of thoſe 
i j : who think themſelves invincible may be 
1 | | _ © overthrown by the terrors of evil: and how _ 
1 eaſily the principles of virtue are under- 
1 mined and ſubverted by the charms of plea- 
1 ſure, dignity, and wealth, there is little rea- 
ſon to ſhew, for every day's experience 
1 mamͤ⸗nifeſtly demonſtrates it. 
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It is evident, therefore, from examples ſet 
before us for our inſtruction, and from the 
evidence which falls within our own know- 
ledge, upon what a ſandy. and inſecure - 
foundation the ſtructure of human preſump- 
tion is erected ! How eaſily it can be de- 
moliſhed, and how probable the diſaſter is, on 
account of the numerous and formidable 
aflailants that perpetually beſet us. Nor is 
unremitted eircumſpection more neceſſary 
from the dangers to which we are expoſed, _ 
than from the miſerable conſequences which 

we may probably entail upon ourlelves, by 
violating the duties to Which we are bound 
to adhere. He that tranſgreſſes the law in 
one ſingle point, provided the ttanſgreſſion | 
does not originate from inſurmountable 
ignorance, is guilty of avowed contempt of 
God's commands, and of courſe. obnoxious 
to that puniſhment which is denounced 


7 againſt the wicked. The only method of 


obliterating the ſtains of iniquity is ſincere 
contrition, teſtiſied by a total renunciation 

of the evil of our ways. It is a very ſuper- 
n it is the mere ſhadow of re- 
a pentance 


( 270.) 
e to feel the compunctions of re- 
morſe one moment, if immediately after we 
forget the impreſſion, and ſink again into 
the gulph of ſin. The mercy of God, in- 
| deed, is ſuch, that no bounds can be affixed 
to it by us: but he whoſe life paſſes in the 
LS, viciffitades of i iniquity and remorſe, in ſins 
ning one day and repenting another, if he 
reſt his hope of pardon! upon the lenity of 
his Creator, he ſhould: alfo remember that 
the Judge of the earth is a God of equity; 
conſequently, that he who renders himſelf 
unworthy of merey, muſt abide the ſolemn 
deciſions of avenging juſtice. How unable 
we are to meet the rigorous ſentence of the 
latter, without meriting the qualifying grace 
of the former, I ſhall leave to the ſerious 
Enquiries of your own conſciences; to a 
devout conſideration of thoſe tranſgreſſions 
| which you have committed, and which, 
though unpuniſhable by human tribunals, 
becauſe the laws of ſociety cannot reach 
them, or ſcreened from the detection of 
men by the arts of fraud and ſecrecy, muſt 
5 l 8 noticed oo Him whoſe knowledge 


cannot 


| (' 27 ) 

cannot be deceived, and puniſhed, by Him 
whoſe power cannot be controuled. That 
ſuch conſcientious meditations,' daily re- 
peated, may awaken in you a due ſenſe of 
your paſt iniquities, and lead you to that 
lively repentance which can alone enſure | 
ſalvation, may God, of his infinite mercy 
grant, through the merits ae TOR of . 
Jeſus as ! 
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Feu xl, ver. 1 and „ 
Like at the W b the water brooks, fo . 
Lngerd my foul after thee, O God. ] 


My foul e 75 r. God, yea, 2 115 ? 
living. God. When ſhall. I come 1 0 : 
e the preſence of God? | 22 1 | 


ESE 8 have led me to conſider . 
the neceſſity. and the advantages of 


paying public adoration to the Supreme 


Being. The particular circumſtances have 


been mentioned which, in all gorges, Th 


occaſioned the , poignant regret that diſ- 


| quicted, the ſoul of David. 1 alſo obſerved, 7 
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that men are rr even OR the im- 
pulſe of natural reaſon to worſhip God; that 


9 3 


no people, however ſavage and ferocious in 
their manners, have exiſted upon earth 


without religious ceremonies; and that all 
nations believed in ſome preſiding Deity, 


to whom the tribute of veneration was due. 
'In addition to this, it was ſhewn, that the 
truth of theſe common and natural notions 


was confirmed by God himſelf, in his ordi- 


nances to his choſen people the Jews, Laſtly, 


That the duty of public worſhip was im- 
peſed upon all Chriſtians by the precepts of 
our Saviour himſelf, and conſecrated by his 
own example, and that of his apoſtles. 


ON 57 1 . 12 R ; E 8 T Ty 4 
Such is the authority, and ſuch the rea- 


: ſons, that exact obedience in this particular. 
And as we cannot ſuppoſe that the Father 


of the univerſe, ever anxious for the welfare ) 
of all his children, would have been ſo ex- 
preſs in his injunctions on this head, unleſs 


the benefits of our compliance Were propor- | 


nably important, it becomes an uſeful 


a 1 a r taſk, to 1 what theſe 


advan- 
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advantages are, fince. a conviction that it aas 
our intereſt to diſcharge this duty with zeal 
and fidelity, muſt, of · courſe, have great in. 
fluence upon our ond and operate for- 
cibly: as a eee e to the di- 

n | ” 


1 this 25 — 1 Ee a ns. 5 
prove how intimately the vital principles of 
religion are connected with the outward 
profeſſion of them. The wickedneſs of man- 
kind does not ariſe in general from igno- 
rance of their duty, but from want of pro- 
per reflection. Man may, it is true, by the 
long habitual practice of an) vice, deaden 
all the compunctions of conſeience, and 5 
feel little or no remorſe for their uniform 
perſeverance in immorality ;, yet few. 1 
believe, ever entered into the paths of f ini- 
quity without feeling ſome diſquietude, ſome 
emotions. of . horror, at the commencement 
of their iniguitops «courſe. And it can 
hardly be ſuppoſed, from the very nature of 
evil babits, that ſuch ſinners will be re- 
claimed, till, they are thoroug ly. proved, * 


T 2 


Th $1" 


F 
of t he wretchedn bels of their condition, and 


brought to a Juſt ſenſe of their "peril ous 
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Were the public ern of Gol Ebel 
interdicted, there is much danger leſt the 
heart ſhould be gradually detached from the 
obligations of piety; and, aflhiled on every 
fide by the allurements 85 temporal intereſt 


and pleaſure, ſink at laſt into the groſs 


lethirgy of voluptuouſneſs and ſenſuality. | 


That theſe are repeatedly the fatal conſe- 


quences of fimilar negleR, we know from 


the miſerable leffons of daily experience. 
God forbid” then, that we ſhould be 1o im- | 


Sf : 


- Pibvideat, ſo inſenſible to our real good, as | 
tc reſect, or even treat with levity and 22 
dee an institution, by which fuck 
N ele 275 be happily obviated ! der 
EN Aena advantage that reſults fte oh 5 
the Rated celebration of divine worſhip, and 
one eminently condutive to the general 


4 Welfare of ſociety, is, that by theſe means, 1 


genuine — of humility may be” ex 
= ited 


cited, and. „ of Chriſtian charity 
diffuſed, and invigorated. Unleſs, indeed, we e 
aſſemble here Without any firm. conyiction 
of our duty, merely in formal compliance 
with the preſcriptions of cuſtom, or from 
motives of oſtentation and temporal intereſt; 
or for the indolent purpoſe of conſuming 
time that we are. otherwiſe unable to, fill 
up, ſuch wi be the happy. nean 
| of; ee, O01 T6 3817 A503 IKHNOQT 
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. 1 we are 1 by the 1 of 
wifigned piety, what muſt our reflections ns 
be in this place! Though we, cannot con- 
template the Deity but as a, Being whoſe 
eye pervades every part of heayen and earth, | 
yet he is, in a more ſtrict and apyful ſenſe, 
| ſuppoſed to be preſent in thoſe, places, that 
are ſet apart for and conſecrated to his pe- 
culiar ſervice; where all the objects of 
worldly ambition, all the gratifications of 
ſenſual pleaſure; ought to be renounced; 
where every buſineſs is ſolemnly. excluded, 
ſave that which tends to the confirmation 
of his honour and glory, by.enforcing, the 
T 3 _ claims 
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foe; 66 Sünder ourfeties as appealing hert 
to the immsdilte itüpectibn of God, becauſe 
: & profefffons of homage 
ard fubmiffon to Fim; becauſe we implört 
is Hur and protection by a declaratioft of 
Git truff in his power and goodneſs, afid by 
ging our zeal and readineſs to do 


ots things whidh he hatk commanded. Ts 


it poſfible then, that any one who ſeriouſly 
reflects upon the ſacred obligations to which 
he binds himſelf by public "worſhip, can ima- 
gine them tobe ſuch that he may the next 
moment abjure their authority! that he may, 
after he hnsdeft this place, where his prayers 
were offered up, and the ſervices of fidelity 


aud attachment tendered, reap the bleffed 
| Fits of tlie former, Without any practical 
| donfirmation of the latter!” Tf we do enter: 


tain ſuch a ſuppoſition, what muſt our ideas 
be of the Supreme Being? Surely; not that 


due is a God of purity and juſtice, a Lover 
NIE: and the Hater of iniquity ; 


but that he is Fke thoſe weak, proud, and | 
| Whnorites ed whoſe e vanity is gratified 


by 


8 27 9 57 4 

by the verbal effufio ons of flattery, and the 
external offerings of "intereſted ſervility. 

Before we can. ſuppoſe this, however, we. 
muſt relinquiſh the belief of all that we 
have profeſſed to believe in the temple of 
God; we muſt admit ſuch ideas of the 
Deity, that we could no longer confide i in 
the equity or the mercy of his deciſions; 
conſequently, the efficacy of our Prayers; 
would be doubtful, - our attempts to CONChr 
liate his favour precarious in their opera- 
tion, and every motive that contfhutes to 
advance and eſtabliſh the cauſe of virtue, 
would loſe its main. ſupport. _ But as. the 
Sis, of of action. among Chriſtians reſt 
upon the foundations of truth that can neyer 
be ſubyerted, and their hopes of rewards are 
built on the promiſes of Him who cannot 
which they had owed cannot be i 
to any miſtruſt in the power or goodneſs 
of God. They ſwerve from the path of 
obedience, becauſe their thoughts are, for 
a time, alienated from their Maker by the 
pleaf) ng temptations of ſin, and drawn off 


T4 from 


TE) 


from the 1 of future evil by 
the direct proffer of preſent good. It is 
necefſary, therefore, that we ſhould often 
be reminded of the deceitfulneſs of finful 
enjoyments, and. frequently called to a juſt 


ſenſe of our duty to God, by being ſolemnly 


_ admoniſhed of the fatal conſequences that 
in N attend | the violation of it it. 
8 Whenever we aſſemble fits let us con- 

| Gder in whoſe. preſence we ſtand, whoſe 


aſſiſtance we invoke by proteſtations of zeal 


and holineſs. All earthly diſtinctions which 


wealth or rank produce, ought to be for- 
gotten when we proſtrate ourſelves before 


the common Father of mankind. What- 


ever ſuperiority we may arrogate to our- 
ſelves above others 1 in the outward cireum- 


| Names of life, this is not the place for the 1 
oſtentatious diſplay of it. Exalted as : any 
of us may ſeem, when compared with our 


indigent and deſtitute brethren, the dif- 


ference is infinitely greater between the 
moſt ity, the moſt paced of mortals, | 
| RI and 
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and the Supreme Being. In his ſight- we 
are all equally weak and imperfect ; and no 
diſtinction will weigh with him, except 
what is made by virtue and integrity. We 
may, indeed, abound in temporal bleſſings, 
and poſſeſs every thing that conſtitutes ei- 
ther the pride or pleaſure of life; yet, as 
all our poſſeſſions are derived from God, who 
is the ſole Fountain of honour and wealth, 
fo the tenure of them depends upon his 
mercy; — nor can we offer up our prayers 
and ſupplications to the throne of grace 
without acknowledging this. At the ſame 
time alſo, by the profeſſion of Chriſtianity: | 
we not only declare ourſelves bound to ho- 
nour God, but to love our neighbour as our- 
ſelves. Nay, ſo ſtrongly is the latter duty en- 
joined us by our Saviour himſelf, that our 
very ſalvation is ene on Mick n 
Pee ene of ier e 
JC. | l 
| Shall we then; alter — dees our 
| belief in theſe terms of acceptance, and our 
: allent t to * 1 e d n act in 
%% n RIO FD avowed. 
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avennatieppoſiticn to lt authority F Shall 
we; when we return to our ſeveral employ-" 
ments in ſociety, forget the obligations to 
Which we have vowed inviolable ad- 
herence ? Shall we cruelly trample upon 
tloſe ho refiſt our power, and unfeelingly 
turn aſide from the diſtreſſes which we are 
able to alleviate? == If we do, We are n 
longer worthy of the name of Chriſtians. 
And let us be ever ſo uniform in our acts 
of devotion, we may reſt aftured that our 
prayers will become an abottiination! in the 
ſeght of God, and that our very profeſſions 
af zeal and ſanctity will aggravate the mea- 
09 en e een, V 
9 TE has thin ade hh hols: 3 Ave 
| hitherto frequented the houſe of the Lord, 
Without demonſtrating their piety by love 
and charity to their brethren; let me admo- 
niſh them to extricate themſelves from the 
| ſanre$of fin, to reſlect ſeriouſiy upon the 
miſerable iſſues of ſuck deliberate inſult ta- 
warts; the majeſty of God, and, while there 
iSyet'time, to work out their ſalvation by 
| | bring- 


6 


bag forth the fruits of unfeigned repent- 
ance! Divine mercy hath this day permitted 
you to join in the public worſhip of your 
Creator. Such adoration is undoubtedly one 
of the means of grace, and will operate effect- 
uallyin ſecuring your eternal happineſs, if the 
words which you hear with your outward 
ears be grafted inwardly in your hearts, 
and bring forth the fruit of good living. 
But be not deceived by the ſuppoſition, that 
the treaſures of immortality are to be b. 
tained by the ſuperficial ſhew of holineſs, 
or that God can be impoſed upon by empty 
profeſſions of homage and veneration. Not 
« every one that ſaith Lord, Lord, ſhall en- 
4 ter into the kingdom of Heaven; but he 

only that doeth the will of our * Father 

2 ec e d 2850 

The laſt benefit that I ſhall mention as 
flowing from public worthip, i is its tenden- 
cy to calm and fortify the mind in ſeaſons 
of diſtreſs and afftition. When we are 
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bowed down by the preſſure of adverſity, 
which, we are conſcious. cannot be aſcribed 
to our own. immoral conduct, while at the 
ſame time we behold. men;. avowedly pro- 
fligate, and impious, ſucceſsful in all their, 
enterprizes, and enjoying in ſecurity what 
they, haye acquired by violence and diſ- 
honeſty, we. are apt, from this apparently, 
inequitable diſtribution of good and evil, to 
murmur at the diſpenſations of Providence, 
and com plain of the dae e 8 of 
our on lot. 2 5 Er at . 

© David himſelf „ the tie of 
Emilar diſquietude. Lo, theſe are the 
yo 4 0d theſe proſper 3 in the world, and 

I theſe have riches in poſſeſſion :. and I ſaid, 
9 then have I cleanſed my heart in vain, 
and waſhed mine hands in innocency. 

Then thought I to underſtand this, but it 
4. Was too hard for me, until I went into 

« the ſanctuary of God: then underſtood | 
«1 the end of theſe men.” That which was, 
the remedy for his anguiſh, may alſo be 
ours; that which ſolved all his doubts, and 
miniſtered 


(- 88”) 


miniſtered tranquillity to his diſquieted ſoul, 
will Work the ſame bleſſed effect in us, if 
we contemplate the ſubje& with W dame 
holy RE, of 1 „„ 
When we "efffinats the b Cofldtieh of the 
wicked in proſperity, and that of the 
righteous in diſtreſs, by the ſtandard of 
Worldly good: and evil alone, we are led to 
pronounce the one happy, the other miſe- 
rable. But if we extend the compariſon no 
further, our deciſion is incomplete, becauſe 
we omit the moſt materia? points in the 
caſe. This difference in their reſpective 
om. however great * now . from 
a very ſhort and a way precarious! period, 
ſince it is limited to the” duration of their 
_ preſent lives. Did a man voluntarily enter 
into ſcenes of toil, labour, and difficulty, | 
from a conviction that perſeverance muſt 
be finally 'crowned by adequate Honour and 
Wealth, he would hardly look upon himſelf 
as truly miſerable, or fink intd deſpondency 
en his Zealous eher Were encountered | 


by. 


4 


215 


— ( 2 1 5 . 
. by formidable oppoſition. The hepe of ob- 
taining the glorious reward Would animate 
his exertions, and the difficulties that at- 
tended the removal of any obſtacle, would 
be amply compenſated by the conſciouſneſs 
-that he was thus brought nearer. to the ac- 
quiſition of the prize. This is exactly the 
ſituation of a righteous man oppreſſed by 
temporal misfortunes, and ſtruggling againſt 
| the power of temptation. _ The, object of 
ais hope is everlaſting glory in another life ; 
 - bh and the occaſional diſaſters that he meets 
| with here are counterbalanced by the proſ- 
5 "7 of incorruptiþle bliſs hargaHiere Fo 


— ———— — — 


| 

= _ "Withoutadmitting a Nate of future meds 

© tion, it will beimpoflible, by any arguments, 

| | to reconcile the juſlice of God with his viſi- 

dle diſpenſations. By it every 11 may 
be removed; for, in a ſtate of tial, it is 
proof of thoſe virtues that cag ęntitle us to 

S rewards: and as men are; free agents, it 

maSuſt inevitably happen, that many; will de- 

x n from the "_ of org, and facrifice 


every : 
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every claim. of juſtice and charity to prixate 
intereſt, The wicked, therefore, will fre⸗ 
quently obtain the honours and riches of 
this world, becauſe they are reſtrained by 
no ties of equity ; - and conſidering thoſe as 
the only objects that merit their attention, 
they e exert all their faculties, both of body 
and mind, to procure them. Theſe triumphs 
of the ungodly will conſequently involve i in 
them the degradation of the virtuous, the 
oppreſſion of the innocent; in ſhort, the diſ- | 
treſs and ruin of thoſe that Tg to be their | 
aſſociates, and ſcorn to attain elevation and 
opulence by the ſame - iniquitous means. 
Nor is it to be wondered, if they who groan 
under the ſcourge of wanton cruelty ; if the 
righteops, who feel te the e 5 


ie 


TE 4 thus drink the bitter dregs of 
F human miſery. But let them enter wa 
* the ſanctuary of the Lord, let them hear th he 
gracious promiſes of the Loli God ! | they 
will then, as David did, acquieſce in, the 
| meaſures of his providence. No e 
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befall them chan what have; at © times, 
been the portion of Juſt and holy men. 
Even the life of the Saviour of the World | 
Was a ſtate of poverty and humiliation; and 
it was terminated by an ignominious death, 


amidſt the inſulting taunts. of his virulent 


perſecutors. His apoſtles alſo endured the 
utmoſt torments that malice could ſuggeſt, 
or revengeful power inflict; and they of 


. whom the world was not worthy, Wann 


6 dered about in ſheep - - ſkins and goat- 
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oy Thee are the leſſons 6f reſi ignation which 


we are taught in the temple of God. Phi- 


loſophy, indeed, may inculcate principles 


3 IP fortitude ; wp may ſtimulate us to bear 


the evils of life with courage, by ſhewing 
that impatience and complaint, inſtead of 
alleviating the burthen, degrade the dignity 


of human nature. Nevertheleſs, : the he- " 


roilm that it inſpires, whatever merit it 
claims from its inflexible firmneſs, is not 
to be © compared with the calm ſubmiſſion of | 
the Chriſtian ſufferer. The eloquent ex- 

hortations 
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hortations of philoſophy rather awe us to 
Hence than ſooth us to quiet; they do not 


abate the ſenſe of our calamity, though, they 
may ſometimes make us, aſhamed to com- 
plain. By Chriſtian. reſignation, the ſharp 
edge of adverſity is not only taken off, but 
the faithful ſervant of his Lord receives all 
his troubles with complacency, becauſe he 
knows, that they will enhance his reward 
hereaſter; he rejoices that he is counted 
worthy to ſuffer for rightequſneſs ſake, ber 
cauſe he is aſſured that they. who have bi 9 
nd dich. Chriſt in diſtreſs, and affliction "© 
in this world, will, in the world, to: come, 5 


— . — with n in ee n and 
ee e * eff: 3 31 


n our he 8 as dls 8 © our 5 85 
to acquire this happy frame of mind; and 
it can only be attained by a frequent con 
templation of the attributes of God, and 

ſincere zeal in the performance of his hel 
will. Temporal evils are, in ſome degree; 
* univerſal portion of all mortals ; and 
U as 


/ 
/ 
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as nothing, except a ſenſe of religion, can 
| keep us ſteady and humble in the Ge 
heights of proſperity, ſo nothing, except a 
firm conviction of the future mercies of God, 

. can'preſerve us from deſpair under the preſ- 

; fire "_ 0 and . | <a 


But if it be folly and eben accord 
18 to the maxims of philoſophy, to com- 
Plan of that which can neither be repelled 
nor mitigated by the murmurs of com- 
- faint, Chriſtians ſurely manifeſt little de- 
. pendence upon God, and a very imperfect 
truſt in the veracity of his dectarations, 
when they queſtion - the equity of his ar- 

— Fangements, becauſe they are involved in 
| calamities which they think they do not 
deſerve. The charms of proſperity and an 
ay acceſs to the pleaſures of the world, are 
ſnares by which many have been led to de- 
ſttruction. Can they be certain that their 
Vrtue would have ſtood unſeduced by the 
ſame inſidious allurements? In the earlier 


a” 


| {wr ') 
part: of dur lives we are obliged; by the 
command of our earthly parents; to ſubmit 
to diſcipline that appears harſh; unneceflary} 
and little better than an act of tyranny: 
yet how often do we afterwards acknowa 
ledge the utility of it, and bleſs the hand 
that, by the application of Proper ſeverity; 
rene wed a right ſpirit within us, and averted 
thoſe miſeries which the blind fondneſs of 
parental indulgence would probably have 


brought upon us! Shall we think that the 


diſcipline to Which our Heavenly Father 
ſubjects us, is leſs the reſult of wiſdom! 
That his corrections arè leſs conducive. to 
our real welfare! Din prefer ſtate of our 
exiſtehice is but for a ſhort term. It is only 
valuable as it may prepare ub for the in- 


heritance of that Which will be eternal. He 
that placed us Here, will fulfil the promiſes 


made on his part; and if we loſe the reward 
which Infinite Goodneſs has reſerved for us} 


it muſt be becauſe We reject the means that 


Infinite Wiſdom has e for the at- 
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cler whit quc@mpting! is it in man 
cken any of the ſubordinate diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence, _ 
very ſmall portion of the ſyſtem! 
perſon, frum a partial and e #6 
of a ſpacious building, take upon him to 
eondemn the ſymmetry and diſpoſition uf 
the whole; we ſhould pronounce | his de- 
eiſion raſi and ungrounded. Much more 
mtemperate and inconchuſive is his judg- 
ment, who preſumes by the narrowy line of 
bum underſtanding, to fathom the un 
ſeaxchable depths af Divine Wiſdom! He 
whoſe power is | almighty; can make all 
things work together for the conſummation 
of his everlaſting purpoſes; and, as in the 
natural world, the violent coneuſſions of 
the elements frequently produce ſerenity , 
in the moral, thoſe tumults that indicate 
3 of order and regularity ; thoſe 


temporary triumphs of iniquity that ſeem 
at the time to argue the abſence of con-: 
trouling juſtice; often ſubſide in the eftab4 
liſhment of peace and harmony. And the 
day al finally come, when all apparent 


. 


| (29) Be 
13 ſhall be fully ane a 
the clouds that now hang over the ſyſtem 
| ſhall be diſperſed; when the captious mur- 
murs of man ſhall be ſilenced by the awful 
_ deciſions of unerring equity, and God ſhall 
be acknowledged to have been juſt and holy 


ad all his ways 


5 Him therefore, in the -wiſllom. of 
| whoſe preſent arrangements we ought to 
acquieſce, from religious confidence in the 
future diſpenſations of his mercy and good- 
neſs, be aſcribed, as is moſt juſtly due, all 

honour, power, might, majeſty, and do- 
minion, both now and for eyermore, 
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SERMON XVI. 


Paths x. ver. x and 2325 0 


Lite as the bart defireth NY 3 fo 
longeib my ſoul after thee, O God. i 

My foul is a thirft for God, yea, even for the. 
Irving God. When Gall I come o appear Be- 
fore 2 8 ad „„ 5 


ww 


Wurm were the 1 55 25 
ances that excited theſe fer- 
vent expreſſions; whether David had at 
this time fled from the perſecution of Saul, 
or whether it was that he had been driven 
from His Noun by the revolt of his ſen 
94 e 5 


* — 96 * 
1 Abalom; whatever may have been the 
=: particular cauſe of his diſtreſs, the object of 
1 his anguiſh is evident; he regrets that he 
is no longer able to teſtify his piety in the 
temple of the Lord, and join with the 
faithful in the public worſhip of the God 
of Iſrael. © When I think thereupon,” he 
| ſays, hgh pour out my heart by myſelf : for 
J went with the multitude, and brought 
« them forth into the houſe of God; in the | 
voice of praiſe and Song among 


«6 ſuch as-keep holy-day.”” | 


Or ſuch” high importance Wes did pub- 
lic deyotion appear in the eyes of David, 
that, amidſt all the other miſeries under 
which he laboured, he mentions no one of 
them; — his ſoul is diſquieted within him, 
not becauſe he is diveſted of ſecular honours 
and di ies, or compelled to wander from 
place to place a forlorn and perſecuted fu- 
gitive, but becauſe be is excluded from the 
temple of his God, and no longer able to 
offer e tribute. en and thankf. 165 
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giving in the congregation of the rights 


It is manifeſt, from the uniform atteſta- 
tion of the annals of mankind, that men 
are by nature ftrongly drawn towards re- 
ligious principles; even the moſt barbarous 
and moſt uncultivated nations have ever 
had ſtated modes of worſhip, and always 
thought it neceſſary to conciliate the pro- 
tection of that Being whom they contem- 
plated as the Supreme Diſpoſer of all things, 
by public adoration. Their religious cere- 
monies,” it is true, may appear to us who 
are refined by civilization,. and illuminated 
by the clear rays of heavenly truth; to be a 
maſs of fanciful or ſuperſtitious abſurdities ; 
yet they do at the ſame time forcibly eſtab- 
liſh the natural tendency of man towards 
devotion: nor is this to be wondered at, 
when we conſider the inherent qualities f 
our frame and conſtitution; every thing 
we behold in the various departments of 
the viſible creation, leads us to acknowledge 
{we See bas Almighty Power, and the in- 
telligence 
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nee of Infnite Wiſdom; and if we 


believe the exiſtence of a ſuperintending 
Being, to whoſe controul all things are 


ſubjected, we muſt of courſe be induced to 
adopt thoſe meaſures that ſeem likely to 
enſure. his favour. Did we know of any 
en rl in the community to which we be- 
long, whoſe patronage could ſecure to us 
every temporal good, and whoſe enmity 


muſt as/antallibly involve us in poverty and 


- difizels, it would be conſummate folly to 
neglect thoſe things that might conciliate 
the one and avert the other, How much 
greater then is the folly of thoſe who, al- 
though they believe in their hearts that 
there is a God, omit every thing that can 
impart to them the light of his counte- 
nance, and uniformly practiſe that which 


muſt inevitably draw down upon their 
heads the terrors of his wrath and indigna- 


tion! 5 MNMagnify the importance of the ob- 


jects to be acquired by the friendſhip and 
aſſiſtance of man as much as you pleaſe, 


extend the duration of their good to the 
utmoſt at of probability,—what are they 
WO 


6289 


xhen compared with the exalted bleflings ; 
which the Deity can, and has promiſed to 


confer upon his faithful ſervants! Singu- 
larly propitious muſt fortune be to your 
wiſhes, if circumſpection can always pro- 
tect your temporal poſſeſſions againſt the 
blaſts of caſualty, or your power always 
ſhield them againſt the arm of ee = 

RR Jo 25 


Yet, even 15 you mould 5 as com- 
mon accidents of life, ſhould the attacks 
of adverſity aſſail you ſo lightly, that the 
foundations of your happineſs ſtill remain 
unimpaired, there is one enemy to your 
preſent bliſs whom you cannot elude; to 
whoſe ſummons you know, beyond all 
| doubt, that you muſt one day ſubmit. The 
ear of death cannot be ſoothed by the in- 
cenſe of flattery, or the proffer of riches; 
neither can its dart be repelled by the 
ſtrength of the moſt powerful monarch 
upon earth. But when the body ſhall 
««. return to duſt, then ſhall the ſpirit return | 
to Him that N it.“ And how will 
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Judge, that is ſtained with iniquity; and 
poliuted by unrepented crimes! How will 

he appear at the tribunal of his God, whoſe 
whole life was paffed in ungrateful forget- 
fulneſs of his abundant mercies, and in ob- 


durate defiance of his wrath and indigna- 


righteous by Infinite Goodneſs, are ſuch as 


ſhould animate us to encounter all difficul- 
ties with zeal and alacrity for the acquifi- 


tion of them; the puniſhment hereafter to 
de denounced againſt the wicked by infi- 


nite power will, we may reſt aſſured, be 


„ e e enjoyments can be 
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even from the deductions of natural reafon; 
and the very ſame motives that induced 
men in their individual capacity to pay 


oma * to the Supreme Being; 


FS 85 rf * | namely, 


it; 30¹ 7 


n the, obligation of the returns 1 
gratitude for benefits received; a conſciouſ- 
neſs of weakneſs and dependence, on one 
other; theſe alſo were matives that impel- 

led men, When united together in the, 
bonds of ſocial confederacy, to adopt forms 
times - in,, conſecrated places, to return 
thanks for what they had already enjoyed ; 
to; implore; a continuance of the lame divine 
protection; and, in the ſeaſons of peril and 
Power, who could alone deliver them from 
| —— ga ee by eee 
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- ut 16 * 8 of public —_ 
was thus diſcovered b) the inquiries of 
e reaſon, the duty of it preſſes much 
more forcibly upon us who are excited to it | 
by the eres e uf: e, e 
tien. 8 
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- It pleaſed the Almighty, in the earlief 
ages of the world, to fele& one nation from: | 
the reſt of mankind, and to honour thent | 
with the title of his Peculiar People: they 
were the guardians of his holy oracles, and 
| preſerved: the knowledge of the one trie 
God, when the other regions of the earth 
were overwhelmed in the groſs darkneſs of 
- ſuperſtition. The inſtances are ſo 
numerous in the Jewiſh annals, in which 
N che people were commanded by Heaven to 
pay public homage to their Creator, that 
there is no need to advert to particular paſ- 
iges in proof of it. And when the Jewiſh _ 
_ diſpenſation was ſuperſeded by that of the 
= "O06: of which it had been the 'forerun- 
ner, the obligation to public worſhip fill 
continued in force. Our Saviour enjoined 
| his followers to pay adoration to God, not 
only in their private prayers, but in public 
aſſemblies; and he hi mſelf ſet the example, 
by frequently appearing in the ſynagogue 
during the time of divine ſervice. His 
apoſtles alſo were actively employed in form- 
1 . n and laboured 
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| diligently i in preſcribing rules for the proper” 

: pom of 1 0 5 

"Yet, in defiance of thats Rs which 
one would imagine muſt appear fully fatiſ- 
factory to Chriſtians, ' there are numbers 
that ſeem by their conduct to diſbelieve 
their validity. Some look upon public 
worſhip as a mere political engine, made 
uſe of by legiſlators for the ſole purpoſe of 
promoting harmony and peace in ſociety, 
without having any reference to the more 
important point of eternal falvation. Yet, 
even viewing it in this light, it muſt be 
pleaſing to the Beneficent Father of man- 
| Kind, ſince it promotes thoſe ends which 
cannot but coincide with the meaſures of 
Divine Goodneſs. They, therefore, who al- 
low it to have this effect, are blind to their 
own intereſt, and may be ſtigmatized as 
fools if they refuſe to bg cg it 1 TT 
own exam oy 8 

Others are Brent to at ying with the 
204 e of public Oey becauſe they 

l | _ fancy 


— 


{as 9 


— tangy, that. they who do, act not from the 
pure principle of piety,. but, are influenced 
alone by the ſpirit of oſtentation. or wiſh 
| to. appear, Gincere and; fervent in religion, 
that they may the hetter advance their 
intereſt in temporal concerns. By the ſame 
mode of reaſoning they may, abſolve them 
ſelyes from the open performance of every 
duty: it 18. not the province. of man to de- 
cide, who, are hypocrites « or not: — that muſt 
be left to the inſpection of wiſdom infinite - 
'ly ſuperior to ours. - But He, who was the 
only perſon upon earth that ever had an 
unqueſtionable right to arraign h ypocriſy, 
Sth, commanded. us to let. our light fo - 
*. ſhine before men, that, they may ſee our 
1 good works, Ang glorify our Father who 
e Hed | If we are conſcious of | 
OG ave. integtions, and the recti- 
tude; of our hearts, we have little reaſon to 
_ dread the unfounded imputations of the 


| world; ; we order our actions by an unalter- 


able ſtandard of right and wrong: we reſt 
Sn for we reſt. upon that judgment 
ot be | from equity by 

n, 
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prej dis; nor perverted by the ſubtle miſ- 


repreſentations of. fraud and artifice. Let 


Us alſo remember, that in openly perform- 
ing our duty to God, we naturally excite. 
others to the ſame work, and extend the 
influence of religion as far as our example 


can operate ; nor ſhall we loſe the reward 
of our pious labours, for © they that turn, | 


: 4 many to righteouſneſs, tall ſhine as the 
1 8 10 ſtars, for ever and ever: | 


God knows the 88 of religious 
principles is not ſo ſtrong or univerſal, that 
any of thoſe ſupports by which it is main= 
tained, can be ſafely diſpenſed with; and 
if the true ſervant of his Lord has every. 


day reaſon to lament the depravity and 8 


wickedneſs of the human race, he would, 
in all probability, have much more cauſe 
for his forrow, ſhould all public worſhip of 


God be interdicted. The world abounds | 
with temptation ; and 0 1 do the, | 


that Beta ſee men abandon 5 
* ſelves 


* > - * 
1 5. 
* 1 
„ wet? 
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(3356 ) 
- {ves to certain and laſting miſery for the 
trivial enjoyment of a momentary gratifica- 
tion. Nothing can enable us to ſtand un- 
ſhaken 1 in the complicated trials to which 
we are expoſed, except a ſteady conſtant 
- regard to the obligations of virtue and 
85 He that relaxes his vigilance, though 
but for a ſhort interval, lays himſelf open 
to an enemy that is ever intent upon his 
ſpiritual deſtruction; and the powers 'of 
reſiſtance become weak and languid on one 
fide, in proportion as the approaches are 
made with ſucceſs on the other, 


The great utility of aſſembling together 

in honour of our Creator, conſiſts in this. 
Public worthip calls us periodically to a 
conſideration of our dependence upon God; 
it folemnly lays before us a detail of thoſe 
duties, by the ſincere obſervance of Which 
we may ſecure to ourſelves his favour and 
protection, and it animates us to the per- 
formance of them by no leſs a reward than 8 
that of 2 8 glory and lurpineg. 


: a 7 x F 4 \ q 
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(97) 
Cold muſt his heart be, who can Your the 
wonders that the Lord hath wrought for 
the children of men diſplayed, without 
ſome emotions of gratitude; and obdurate- 
ly inſenſible muſt he be, who can hear the 
terrors of his wrath and vengeance enume- 
rated without ſome alarm, leſt he himſelf 

may finally experience them. | 


Now, ſhould the public adoration of our 
Creator be wholly omitted, all thoſe occa- 
| ſional incentives to piety and repentance 
would be loſt; all thoſe means would be 
cut off by which men might thus enter into 
the paths of mercy; and that voice (by 
which ſinners might be wounded with a 
juſt ſenſe of their crimes, and dread the 
puniſhment entailed upon them) that warn- 


_ 


ing voice, would no NN be heard. 


| They 9 2 25 ſtill "TAR it 18 true, the neh | 
of natural reaſon for their guide; and they 


might, by a diligent peruſal of the ſacred 


writings in the calm ſeaſons of retirement, 


confirm their hearts in the belief of God, | 
<2: and 


| FG „„ 
and in the knowledge of the claims of re- 
ligion ; — yet, amidſt the manifold diſtrac- 
tions of the world, in the confuſed ſcenes 
of active life, where the province of earthly 
good i is ſo extenſive, and the temptations to 
in ſo numerous and ſo attractive; where 
many of our hours muſt be conſumed in 
deviſing plans, and many in the ſubſequent 
execution of them; where defeat frequent- 
ly obliges us to make new arrangements, 
and ſucceſs as often induces us to purſue 
our operations in a wider field of action; 
in this complicated, this tumultuous eddy 
of inceſſant toil, care, and anxiety, the 
moments I am afraid will be few that are 
ſeriouſly dedicated to the purpoſes of pious 
meditation. There is much danger, leſt 
the awful concerns of futurity ſhould at laſt 
be totally abſorbed i in the eager proſecution | 
of pleaſure or wealth, and the mind, no 
longer meeting with any falutary check 
from without, devote itſelf wholly to the 
Purſuit of preſent good. We may fairly 
conclude that it would have this miſerable 
effec, becauſe, among the number of thoſe 


unhappy 


7 Y 
* 8 


„%% 
unhappy perſons who have fallen victims 
to the injured laws of their country, many 
have aſcribed their ruin to this cauſe. They 
have declared in their laſt moments, that 
their entrance into the paths of diſhoneſty 
commenced with the deſertion of the ꝓub- 
lic worſhip of God, and that they were 
eaſily carried through the ſeveral ſtages of 
iniquity when the avenues to religious 
knowledge were thus ſtopped up, and their 
confciences no longer awed 9185 a ſenſe 155 
the fatal ifſues of ſin. me 


Such are ſome of the ſalutary en 
ces of public worſhip; — yet there are others 
of high importance, which the time will 
not permit me to mention at preſent. mo 
theſe the only beneficial fruits of it, 
would be prudent and wiſe to W 1 
with wad our . ne,, 

Had da gen us no Santa in N | 
matter, we ſhould be led to this demonſtra” 
tion of our gratitude and homage, from a 
perſuaſion that ſuch a ſacrifice muſt be ac- 

f „ ceptable 


%% 
ceptable to the Supreme Being, and that 


What was. pleaſing. in his ſight, could not 
fail to be rewarded by his favour and pro- 


tection : but we are not left to probable 


conjectures on this eſſential point, God 
bath! by his expreſs word. conſtituted the 
5 public adoration of bim an indiſpenſable 
duty. — In the firſt place therefore, by re- 
fuſing this teſtimonial of our faith, we act 
contrary to the dictates of natural reaſon ; 


in the ſecond, we inſolently violate a reste 7 


prove the neceſſity of public worſhip ? Is 


it poſſible that they who are not convinced 


© by theſe, can bs amar ak wy cram 
== eg ir. 


1 


1 us SED 3 = as the 8 


junction is ſolemnly delivered by the Lord 


. e e e 


himſelf, the violation of it will not be paſſed - 
over; with impunity, Of this we may 


* 


: 6%-x 3110 


breach of his holy promiſe, honour cha 
ee to honour Jum... 10 3 


„ nads 6 9 that the 

: whos of this duty is not comprized in 
mere ceremonial attendance at ſtated times, 
Homage that conſiſts ſolely in the devyout® 
expreſſions of the lips, is not that Which 

the majeſty and goodneſs of God claims, or 
what will be accepted hy him. Our prayers, 


bur acts of devotion in this place, are then 


ä 2 valuable and efficacious when the 
faith of them is teſtified by a life of virtue 
and holineſs. Without this ſubſtantial con- 
firmation of their ſincerity, they are an in- 
ſult and an abomination to the God of pu- 
xity and truth. 


Therefore; when we retire from hence, 


let the zeal which we have here openly + 


- avowed in the ſervice of our Maker, mani- 
feſt its reality in our intercourſe with our 
brethren ! Let the piety which we have 
here externally ſhewn in our united ad- 


dreſſes to the throne of grace, go forth with 


X 4 us 


„ 312 9 
us into the walks of ſocial life; let it bu 


the fixed immutable ſtandard by which the- 


claims of every relative duty are adjuſted. 
And God grant t that it may ſhed its hallowed 
influence upon all our nee are 0 


tions! PR? > | IN 


Tnbs mall we e make our calling and Hoes 
tion ſure; for by theſe means, and theſe 
1 will the words of our mouth and the 
meditations of our heart, be found accept- 
able in the preſence of our Logd 1 =p 
yur eee, Cn. 1 7585 | 
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- 8 Mrrazw, chap, v v. ver. 16, 


Let your light fo bine before men, that they 
may ſee your good works, and Surg 125 
Father who j is in Hove. 


ARIOUS are the ways in his me 
genuine principles of the Chriſtian 
religion have been perverted, and its fea- | 
tures ſo diſtorted, that few veſtiges have. 
been left to indicate their original grace 
and beauty. The paſſive credulity and ima- 
ginary fears of ſuperſtition have frequently 
7 haraſſed the minds IF weak, though well- 
diſpoſed 
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| Sſpoſed perſons, with rl horror; * 
they have corfverted that into a bitter ſource 


of diſquietude and anguith, which was 


meant by the gracious Author of our being 


to be the ſpring from whence the living 


f 


waters of peace, joy, and comfort ſhould 


flow. Enthuſiaſm, on the contrary, has 


often raifed others above all apprehenſi ons 
of danger touching their final ſtate. Ani- 
mated by this ſpirit, men have ſuppoſed 
themſelyes immediately commiſſioned ' by 
the Almighty to vindicate his honour and 
glory, and in the execution of the charge 
thus ideally delegated | to them, they have 
not heſitated to cancel the ſtrongeſt ties of 
humanity ; and, in order to promote the 
\ Slory of God, have acted directly contrary 
to his expreſs commands. In addition 10 


| all this, religion has been repeatedly em- 


5 ployed. as an engine of earthly policy; and, 
N intereſted men have made no ſcruple to at» 


tach enthuſiaſm and. ſuperſtition to their 


: party, when they ſeemed to be fit agents 


* * eee of their mu W 


5 nn 
Thus hath the word of God been per- 
verted from its native purity. Though we 
ſhall find the ſtream clear and pure, if we 
go to the fountain-head, it is not wonder- 
ful that it ſhould have been defiled and 
vitiated, in paſſing through the various 
channels into which the depraved paſſions 
of mankind have turned its courſe. In 
order, therefore, to correct theſe impurities, . 
and prevent them from communicating the 


poiſon to our. own ſouls, we ought dili- 


gently to peruſe thoſe ſcriptures which God 
has imparted, and walk by that ſteady light 
which he has vouchſafed to give us, not 
by the uncertain and fallacious meteors. of 
fancy and imagination: the one will ſafely 
guide our ſteps in the paths of life ; the 
bother, like thoſe glimmering exhalations 
which allure benighted travellers to pits and 
precipices, will lead us into the broad way 
of deſtruction, and finally TIN us to the 
gates of death, . „ 


| 1 5 many dee which men 
ume S in the important article of 
| falvati on, 


2 . 


8 
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falyation, by ſubſti tuting terms of aki 
ance different from thoſe which God has 
been pleaſed to appoint through the media» 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt, there is no one error 
more fatal to the intereſts of ſociety than 
that confidence which is placed in the 
external rites and ceremonies of religion. 
There have been men in every age like 
the Seribes and Phariſees of old, who ſup- 
poſed the eſſence of true piety to conſiſt in 
out ward forms of devotion,” and imagined, 
or pretended to imagine, that a rigid and 
inflexible adherence to particular ſyſtems of 
faith, would conciliate the favour of Hea- 
ven, and admit them to the participation 
e Os ae e in the ne to 
8 come. 


S | 7) But 4 it poſſible that we can examine 
the goſpel of Chriſt, as delivered by himſelf; 
. _ and enforced and explained by his apoſtles, 
Without ſeeing the fallacy of ſuch princi- 
ples? Ts it poſſible that we can call our- 
_ ſelves Chriſtian Diſciples, merely becauſe 
we e * the Chriſtian faith? As 
well 


1 7 3 
well may a man affirm that he is a true 
lover of his country, becauſe he talks loudly 
of the virtues of patriotiſm. Words, in- 
deed, may impoſe upon the multitude, but 
they are no unequivocal teſt of fincerity; 
and the truly wiſe will require. ſtronger 
evidence before they admit the reality of 
theſe boaſted and clamorous ns {orig = 


The Sccibes and Phariſtes in the Be of 
our Saviour, had acquired great influence 
among the people by apparent auſterity ; 
by a regular conformity to the ſtricteſt or- 
dinances of the Moſaic law. Yet, when- 
ever an opportunity offered, they were the 
conſtant objects of Chriſt's reprehenſion. 
So far was he from approving their oſten- 
tation in the performance of religious duties, 
that he recommended a line of conduct to- 
tally the reverſe to his diſciples, *« When 
thou doeſt thine alms, let not the left 

% hand know what thy right hand doeth: 
When thou prayeſt, enter into thy cloſet, 
% and when thou haſt ſhut thy door, pray 
64 to thy Father who IS in ſecret ; and 

„ 


„ — — —— ——ͤ 
= — 


| (8316) 
« thy Father, who ſeeth in ſecret, hall _ 
. ward thee openly.” | 


" Por it may be here aſked, Do not has 


admonitions contradict others of the fame 
divine authority? How is this recommen- 
dation of ſecreſy and retirement conſiſtent 


with the charge in the text? © Let your 


6. light ſo ſhine before men, that they may 3 


*« ſee your good works, and glorify your 
'« Father who is in Heaven.” Theſe are 

our Saviour's words. If then our alms 
are to be done with the greateſt privacy, and 
our prayers addreſſed to our Creator in ſe- 


eret, how can they operate ſo as to induce 
others by our example to glorify God in the 


lame manner ?—In anſwer to this, we may 


N | obſerve that Chriſt does not interdict public 


Prayer, or public benevolence. He means 
no more than to demonſtrate the inefficacy 8 

of them when they proceed wholly from a 
defire'to impoſe upon the world, as it did 
in thoſe hypocrites whom he arraigns. 
« Verily,” ſays he, © they have their re- 


„ ward.” That is, the applauſe and ho- 
| | = 


„ 190 ) 
nour of men : — the only abjett to wh % 
they directed their attention. Neither ought 
we to conclude that our Saviour, when he 
reprehended the hypocritical obſervance of 
eternal'rites in the law of M oſes, meant to 

perſuade the Jews to renounce all regard 
to thoſe inſtitutions. They had been or- 
dained and commanded by the God of 
Iſrael, Yet ſurely there could be little 
merit in the moſt, rigid compliance with 
them, when they ſuperſeded the weightier 
matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and 
faith. Where they did not claſh with theſe 
important points, our Saviour himſelf was 
uniform in fulfilling them. So far was he 
from diſcountenancing the public duties of 
real devotion, or arraigning the open exer- 
tions of true charity and benevolence, that 
his own example diſplays the brighteſt pat- 
tern of excellence we can conceive in cheſe 
particulars. We may illuſtrate this in one 
ſhort. but complete ſentence ;—<© He went 
about daily doing good.“ And as We are 
* bound by the very adoption of Chriſtianity 
to imitate our divine Maſter, we muſt eg 
deavour 


. (328) 

| 5 deavour, to the utm oft of our ability, to 

= | thew ourſelyes his diſciples ; ; Not by pro- 

feſſions, but by practice; not by the form, 

but by the power of godlineſs not by of. 
tentatious declarations of faith, but by bring: 

| ing forth thoſe fruits, without which genuine 
faith can no more exiſt than the body with! 
out the ſpirit. | 


It! is 54 true, that 4664 ®” per- 5 
e in the face of the world, will ever 
be liable to miſconſtruction; becauſe the 
judgment of thoſe who aſſume the province 
of aſcertaining their intrinſic merit, muſt 
ever be obnoxious to error. Many perſons 
will be unable to 'comprehend the ſubject 

by a proper inveſtigation of the ſeveral 
points neceſſary to produce a fait diſcuffion ; 
| of courſe, their decifion muſt be raſh, and 
may, very probably, be given 3 in direct op- 
poſition to the truth. Others, under the 
controul of envy or malice, pride or intereſt; 
. Will be ſwayed by the violence of theſe tur- 
* bulent paſſions; not by the ſober ſteady 
8  Meniphes of 825 and equity. They will © 
3 


— 


Eagerly 


4 321 ) 


eagerly * to counteract whatever ſeems 
detrimental to their own advantage; they 
will endeavour to depreciate that virtue 
| which they feel no inclination to imitate, 
and to leſſen the credit of that benevolence of 


heart, which they have not either the power 


or the with to exhibit in their own dealings 
with their brethren. And ſince they can- 
not deny facts openly performed, they have 
no other reſource than to queſtion the prin- 


ciple of action, and invalidate the apparent 


N. 


merit of theſe good works, by reſolving 


them into the love of fame, and the vanity 


of acquiring popular applauſe. But ought 


theſe reaſons to reſtrain our religious or 


charitable efforts? Shall we heſitate to give 
that public aſſurance of our faith which is 
required, becauſe the ignorance, malice, 


pride, or envy of men may miſconſtrue our 


actions, and aſcribe them to improper mo- 


tives? Should the ſoldier, when called up- | 


on to exert himſelf openly in defence of 
his country, refuſe to diſplay his valour, 


would it exculpate him from the charge of 


diſaffection, to allege that his inactivity 
7m YE | relulted © | 


. — — 
* ö . , 
8 * 
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reſulted from the fear of appearing actuated 
by the ſpirit of oſtentation? The diſcharge 
of his duty, and the with to animate others 
by his example, ought to take place of every 


other conſideration. Exactly in the ſame 
predicament ſtands every Chriſtian. This 


life is a ſtate of perpetual warfare againſt 
the allurements of ſin. We are all, there- 
fore, equally bound, as members of Chriſt's 


church militant upon earth, to order our 
conduct implicitly in reference to the will 


of God. His commands are delivered to 
us; and as we muſt finally ſtand or fall by 
our fidelity or diſobedience, it is of little mo- 
ment if men condemn us, while we are 
acquitted by our own conſcience. The 


cavils, cenfures, and malevolent inſinuations 


of the world have little effect upon him 
| | who walks ſtedfaſtly in the law of the 
Lord, and can, in the confidence of Chriſ- 

tian hope, reſign his cauſe into the hands 
5 of the B Author of his life and win 


4 


But if it be our Fn in a aus KG, 


to 3 25 our light ſhine e wer, our tem- 


poral 
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poral intereſt alſo very materially depends | 


upon it. This is ſuggeſted to us in the 
words of our Saviour; for the reaſon why 
we are commanded to appear righteous in 
the ſight of men is, © that they may ſee our 
« good works, and glorify our Father 
< who is in Heaven:“ that they may 


glorify him, not by verbal praiſes, or mere, 
forms of devotion ; but that they may, in- 
fluenced by our bright examples, be con- 
yerted to the true faith, and to the practice 


of true virtue ; and thus increaſe the hap- 
pineſs of men, by extending the influence 
of T's holy religion. | 


When we conſider ourſelves ſimply i in 
the light of ſocial beings, without any re- 
ference to a future ſtate, it is apparent that 
vice of every kind i is an enemy to our real 
welfare; that it equally deſtroys the hap- 
pineſs of individuals, and the proſperity of 
kingdoms. The uniform evidence of hif- 


tory proves, t that, as nations obtain ſuperi- : 


ority, and enlarge the bonnds of empire by 
** e frugality and temperance of their citi- 
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zens, their power, on the other hand, is 
eaſily overthrown by the admiſſion of lux- 
ury and diſſipation; and when once the 
people become thoroughly corrupt, the fa- 
bric of their greatneſs, like a building whoſe 
foundations are looſened, can make but a 
- feeble reſiſtance againſt a ſpirited attack. 
On this account Legiſlators have endea- 
voured, in every age, from motives even of 
earthly policy, to invigorate virtue by the 
proffer of temporal rewards, and to check 
the progreſs of vice by the terrors of tem- 
poral puniſhment. : 


Such then is the condition of the great 
collective bodies of mankind when they 


are moulded into political ſtates; and upon 
tis baſis the very exiſtence of their gran- 


deur reſts. If we deſcend into the more 
; contracted walks of life, where men are to 
be conſidered as forming ſmall affociations, 
or as ſtill further ſubdivided into private 
families, we ſhall there alſo perceive how 
much the peace and ſecurity of theſe ſubor- 
dinate aſſemblies n upon public vir- 

tue. 


n 
tue. We may form an idea of this, by con- 
ſidering what the internal ſtate of any diſ- 
trict is likely to be, where the principal and 
moſt opulent inhabitants are ſtudious to ex- 
hibit in their own perſons examples of vir- 
tue and religion. I do not aſſert that their 

efforts will be able wholly to exterminate 
vice, but they will undoubtedly tend to cir- 
cumſcribe the ſphere of its baneful influ- 
ence. And as men are naturally ſedulous 
to conciliate the favour and approbation of 
their ſuperiors, they will of courſe be fear- 
ful to engage in thoſe practices which muſt 
inevitably draw upon them their enmity and 
oppoſition. Induſtry, therefore, will be 
diligently exerted, becauſe there is every 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that it will be properly re- 
warded. Intemperance, and licentiouſneſs 
will be repreſſed, becauſe there is little 


probability that they will be paſſed over 


With impunity. Conſequently, vice will 


be checked in its courſe, by loſing its 


main ſupport; the avowed confederaey 
of diſſolute aſſociates. And fince the force 
= FFP 
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of habits long, indulged; frequently predo- - 


minates over the original bias of nature it- 
ſelf, that which at firſt was only virtue in : 


appearance, may in the proceſs become ſo 


in reality; and thoſe outward forms of 5 
temperance and ſobriety, Which were ex- 


torted by the fear of ſhame, or the dread of 


puniſhment, may, when their beneficial ef- 
fects are at laſt aſcertained and ſenſibly felt, 
be converted, by the bleſſing of God, into 
ſettled fixed principles of morality. —Happy 
would it be for the world at large, if thoſe 
perſons who are diſtinguiſhed above others 
by rank, or wealth, endeavoured to ſigna- 
lize this ſuperiority in external eircum- 
ſtances by the ſuperior luſtre of their own 
_ example. | Their light would then diffuſe 
its ſalutary rays abroad; and men, ſeeing 
| their good works, would be induced to 


s glorify. our Father who is in Heaven,” by 
making their own exertions co-operate in 
the promotion of virtue and piety. Nor is 
uch conduct leſs conducive to the peace 
And happineſs of the rich and dignified. 

i themſelves, | If the7. 4 are conſcious of the 
claims 


4 


dans either of religion or humanity; how 


greatly muſt the enjoyments of their proſ- 


perity be enhanced, when they contemplate 
. themſelves as the agents of divine Pro- 


vidence, effectually employed in main- 


taining the cauſe of religion, in promoting 
the welfare, and alleviating the miſeries 


of mankind! And if there be any gra- 


tification in the deference and reſpect that 


are paid to opulence and titles, how much 


muſt the pleaſure be increaſed, by the re- 


flection that this tribute of homage is me- 


rited! that it is the offering of thoſe who 
reverence virtue, and the effuſion of gra- 
_ titude from them who wiſh to acknowledge 
the benefits which the y e received! 


Theſe are the eminent „ 3 5 


| flow from the virtuous examples of the rich 


and the great; and, as the ſame train of rea · 
ſoning is applicable to all the departments 
that exiſt in ſociety, there is no need 
0 Pre the ſubjet further on that 


head. > Ge | 4 
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With regard to thoſe whom Providence 
hath placed in the lower orders of life, let 
them not ſlumber in indolence and inac- 
tivity, from an idea that they can contri- 
bute nothing towards the ſame beneficial 


ends. Though they cannot render them- 
ſelves conſpicuous as the liberal benefactors 


of the community at large, ſtill there are 
many ways in which they may promote the 


glory of God, by letting their light ſhine 


even in the ſmall circle of their contracted 
connexions. Though they cannot be like 
the vaſt. ocean, by, the means of which 
whole nations are enriched, yet they may 
reſemble the gentle ftream that fertilizes 


the narrow diſtri through which it winds. 


its filent courſe. The truth of this is re- 
| Heatedly manifeſted by the lamentable fate 

thoſe who fall victims to the violated 
ſaws of their country. Habituated from 


their early days to the ſcenes of profligacy 


and vice, they know not what virtue or 


religion is; and as they ſee nothing in their 


© companions but an utter contempt of all 


| ties, human and divine, it is no wonder 
8 that 
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that they ſhould i in the end exhibit inſtan- 
ces of ſimilar depravity ; but if ſuch are the 

melancholy iſſues of vicious communication, 
it is fair to conclude that an early connex- 
| ion with the virtuous would have produced 
» effects totally the reverſe. There is no one 
therefore ſo low as to be excluded from the 
poſſibility of doing good by his example; 
and conſequently, every one is bound to 
exert his endeayours. — Let us alſo remem- 
ber, that we are not to be judged ſolely ac- 
cording to the number of talents we have 
» _ received, but according to the uſe we make 
of them. The parable of our Saviour informs Þ 
us, that he who had received two talents _ _ 
entered into the joy of his Lord as well as 
be who had received five ; but the flothful — | 
improvident ſervant to whom one talent 
had been intruſted, was caſt into utter 
darkneſs, becauſe even that little might 
| haye been uſefully employed. The ſervant 
in this parable repreſent the whole race of * 
man; and the judgment of their Lord is the 
emblem of that of our Redeemer. Such 
. will the ſentence be at the laſt day: for the | 
| 3 g . decilion | 


ted to our truſt ! 


EO CL YE 
decifion of infinite goodneſs, power, and 
Enowledge combined together, cannot be 
other than that of perfect equity. - 


Tet us then onder that the time is now 
in our hands which is allotted to us for the 


employment of the ſeveral talents commſt- 
It is not our province to 


murmur at the diſparity of God's preſent 
diſpenſations: — there muſt ever he differ- / 
ent conditions in life; and till all men are 
equal in bodily ſtrength and intellectual 
endowments, it is impoſſible that a ſyſtem 
of perfect temporal equality ſhould exiſt. 
Have we only one talent, we might indeed 
complain, were the ſame produce to be re- 
_ quired from us as from thoſe who receive 
bye; ; but we know Reaſon and Revelation 


both aſſure us, that our Judge 1 wilt not ex- 
tg reap Ninh he has not ſown. Be 


Pur portion ever ſo inconfiderable, our 
al ality to do good ever ſo contracted, till 
our endeavours are diligently and fully | 
exerted, we ſhall in the great day of ac- 


bet 3 a At with the moſt ex- 
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alted workers of righteouſneſs : - :; — we ſhall | 
be received with theſe gracious words, 7 . 
Well done, ye good and faithful ſervants! 3 
ye have been faithful over a few things; * 
55 « -I will make you rulers over many things: 
= * enter Je into the joy 1 your Ov? „ 
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